So OO A A A A A A A A A A A A SS EC) SC) SE) ED ()-G 


fi) 


*e 


‘ f > 
(i any 


EF 


ae | AA O a? 


U | wa : 


LEU 


] Vi 1c arr 
LY i co | ih ( u wh Wb, 


A) A A A A A A A) A) ) A CO 


November 


Oh, I love the gray November Oh, I love its days of gladness, 
With its hint of peace and rest, With a hint of Christmas joy 
When the summer toil is ended And the herald angels singing 
And the home-fires burn the best! Of a peace without alloy! 


Oh, I love the bright November, 
Blest with true Thanksgiving cheer, 
And my heart is filled with gladness, 
For God seems so wondrous near! 
—M. D. T. 


“For the Beauty and Sweetness of Earth’s Gardens We Thank Thee, O God” 


(One of the things for which we should be grateful is such a view as this at Cedar Crest College, Allentown, 
Pa., with the President's House in the background.) 


THANKSGIVING NUMBER 
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CHURCH PUBLICITY 
Howard F. Loch 


The Church to-day finds itself in com- 
petition with so many other interests of 
the people. Advertisements bring the ap- 
peal of business to the people for their 
time and support. People simply neglect 
the Church, not because they want to, but 
because they are always confronted with 
the appeal ‘of pleasure and amusements. 
We can say a Church Member should put 
the Chureh first, and attend regularly, 


without being constantly urged to do so, 
but that does not solve the problem of 
attendance and support. 

We believe the Chureh should, and must, 
keep itself, its services, and its purpose, 
constantly before the people. And we will 
consider some ways in which Chureh pub- 
licity can be carried out. There are not 
simply methods which can be used by 
Churches, but they are methods which we 
have used in our present field at Salina, 
and with good success, 

J. An Outside Bulletin Board. Our 
Church is not situated on the main thor- 
oughfare of the town, but our bulletin 
board is. It is located a little distance 
from the Church. Our board is of the 
changeable letter type. We try to change 
it the early part of every week, keeping it 
up to date. Sometimes it is changed twice 
a week, or even more often. This reaches 
passersby and non-members, as well as our 
own members. 

2. Weekly Bulletin. We print it on our 
own duplicating machine, and the cost is 
very low. An advantage of printing it in 
this way is that it ean be done very late 
in the week, and very quickly. At first we 
used white paper and black ink. For the 
past year we have been using colored paper 
and colored ink, which add very much to 
the attractiveness. Occasionally we have 
used the Titheing bulletins of the Layman 
Company. These come ready printed on 
one side, and the other side blank for 
local printing, The price of these semi- 
bulletins is very low, little more than the 
price of the paper. 

3. Monthly Parish Paper. 
lishing ours for the third year, getting it 
printed by a syndicate firm. The first year 
we met the entire cost by advertising. The 
second year we had advertising and a sub- 
scription price. This year we are not 
carrying any advertising, and are meeting 
the cost entirely by subscriptions. This 
paper keeps the work of the Church and 
organizations constantly before our mem- 
bers, and is a frequent challenge to non- 
members. This local paper is not intended 
to take the place of the denominational 
paper. We urge our people to take the 
““Messenger’’ and see what other congre- 
agtions are doing. 

4. Letters and Postcards. These are 
printed by ourselves, and sent, not regu- 
larly, but frequently, to announce regular 
and special services. The cost of printing 
and postage is low, and this cost is usually 
met by increased offerings. During Lent 
we send our Sunday bulletin by mail on 
Monday to those families not represented 
at Church on Sunday. This is done ocea- 
sionally at other times of the year, * 


5. Addressing Machine. We find our 
machine tg be very valuable, and a great 
time-saver: It would be impossible to send 
out the mail we do without this machine. 
It is also used for printing short messages 
and announcements of meetings on post- 
cards. 


Some Churches send announcements of 
services to the newspapers. We do not do 
this very often, because there is no news- 
paper in our town. 

The above methods of Church Publicity 
Wwe enumerate because we have found them 
a great help in increasing the interest, the 
attendance, and the finances of the Church. 

Salina, Pa. 


We are pub-. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev, C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


Last week our infirmary was used as a 
community center. <A elinie was arranged 
by the State Board of Health and a staff 
ot physicians and nurses occupied the in- 
firmary. The clinic was held for the ex- 
amination of suspects, in this end of Berks 
County, for tuberculosis and heart affee- 
tion. Our physician had a number of our 
children examined and the results have 
shown that there are no cases of tubereu- 
losis, but a few eases of heart affection. 
We were happy to have these specialists 
with us and at the same time be of service 
to this community. 


It has been the custom for some years 
for one of our country congregations to 
collect and send to the Home a large dona- 
tion of produce. This year it was an ex- 
ceptionally large collection of the products 
of the land, amounting to 11,000 pounds, 
and we have stored it away for future use. 
This congregation is located in Lehigh 
County and naturally a greater part of the 
large cargo consisted of potatoes. 


The smaller boys of the Administration 


THE GLORIES OF AUTUMN 
By John Franklin Bair 


The autumn’s beauteous season, 
So lovely and so grand, 
Has come again to sprinkle 
Bright glory o’er our land; 
No artist can portray it, 
Our hearts with rapture fill, 
We’re filled with praise each time we 
gaze 
Upon the vale and hill. 


/ 


The great and unseen artist 
Has spread upon the leaves 
His colors red and golden, 
All o’er the land He weaves 
A crown of radiant glory, 
He spreads across the fields 
A glory bright, which lovely sight 
To each heart gladness yields. 


The yellow corn protruding 
From out the husks so brown, 
The red and yellow apples 
On boughs now bending down, 
The pumpkins and the turnips, 
All fruits, of diff’rent kinds, 
Create a thrill, with pow’r to fill 
With joy the human mind. 


The hoary frost, at daybreak, 
Puts pep into our frames, 

Our hearts, grown dull and stupid, 
With power it inflames; 

New lease of life it brings us, 
We skip like lambs at play, 

As on our heads sweet nature sheds 
The glories of the day. 


The students, at this season, 
Those precious girls and boys, 
Go prancing forth with laughter, 

Ah, many are the joys 
Found in our institutions 
Which cover our whole land, 
Where to the skies gracefully rise 
Their buildings large and grand. 


Then have we not great reason 
To thank our God of love 
Who sends these blessings to us 
Down from His throne above? 
Then let us daily praise Him, 
Not by our lips alone, 
But let our praise, by. works and 
ways, 
To Him be daily shown, 


Butler, Pa. 
(All rights reserved.) 


Building were in the sewing room doing 
their work, being taught the art of darning 
stockings, and of course a crowd of boys 
will talk while engaged in this kind of 
work. The Superintendent had had ocea- 
sion to use the word ‘‘chaperon’’ in the 
Chapel service a few evenings previous and 
the conversation in the sewing room on 
this occasion was about this word chap- 
eron. Just what does chaperon mean? 
Most of the boys had a definition for the 
word, but one of the youngsters went up 
ahead with this definition—‘‘A chaperon 
is an overgrown person.’’ 


F. AND M. ENTERTAINS COLLEGE 
Y. M. C. A. AND THREE COLLEGE 
FACULTIES 


The fall student-faculty Y. M. ©, A. 
conference for the eolleges of eastern 
Pennsylvania was held at Franklin and 
Marshall College, October 12-14, and at- 
tended by 200 representatives of 23 insti- 
tutions. Dr. Sherwood Eddy spoke on 
‘‘Christ and Present Day Social Prob- 
lems.’’ Dr. Rufus W. Jones of Haverford 
College gave an address on ‘‘Christ, the 
Source of Spiritual Power.’’ There were 
other speakers and discussion groups. A 
dinner of faculty representatives was held 
in the Hotel Brunswick on the opening 
evening of the conference, and a confer- 
ence banquet in the Campus House of the 
college on the closing evening. Dr. Sher- 
wood Eddy gave the last address in the 
college chapel Sunday morning, on ‘‘Our 
ANE Yay 

The professors and wives of the faculty 
of Franklin and Marshall entertained mem- 
bers and wives of the faculty of Dickin- 
son and Gettysburg Colleges at a dinner 
held in the Campus House, October 26, 
There were 46 present from Dickinson, 35 
from Gettysburg, and 63 from Franklin 
and Marshall. 

President Henry H. Apple extended the 
welcome of F, and M. to the guests, and 
introduced Professor William F. Long, 797, 
as toastmaster. Professor Patterson of 
Dickinson, with Professor Huber, head- 
master of the Gettysburg Academy, spoke 
for the visiting delegations. Ex-president 
Morgan and President Filler were present 
from Dickinson. The campus house was 
most attractively decorated by the faculty 
Wives, with intermingled college colors and 
fall foliage. Professors William F. Long 
and William E. Weisgerber had charge of 
the arrangements. 


A LETTER FROM APPLEGATE LANE 


By Dr. W. F. More 


Near the home of my childhood there 
lived a family noted for the diligence of 
parents and children, in the Church and 
ane neighbors and friends who needed 

elp. 


During the 42 years while I lived else- 
where, and I returned only to the home 
section to visit, I always inquired after the 
Newharts when I got to (Altona, and had 
good reports every time, for which I was 
very glad. 


After my retirement from office and my 
return to stay in the section of my child- 
hood, I inquired after those whom I used 
to know, especially after the Newharts. 
They were still living and still interested 
in the Church and its work. 


Early this week, I had a telephone mes- 
sage with reference to two of the New- 
hart girls. Had I heard that the one who 
lived in Bethlehem had taken sick and died 
after a short illness? And had I heard 
that Caroline Newhart, while doing her 
morning work, began to feel unwell and 
had a ‘‘stroke,’’ became helpless and died, 


(Continued on page 31) 
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EDITORIAL ~— 


REDUCING ONE’S NEEDS 


When we face Thanksgiving Day, it is particularly im- 
portant to remember the fact that the more God gives to 
some people, the less they thank Him for it. One some- 
times feels that the sense of stewardship weakens in direct 
proportion to a man’s material possessions. Alas, how 
many folks are pious only as long as they are poor! It is 
interesting to be told that a multi-millionaire like John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., has the grace to continue living the 
simple life, to deny himself of all ostentation and need- 
less luxury, and to give the money, which he might thus 
waste, for all sorts of good causes throughout the world. 
Such men are rare indeed. The millions whose material 
possessions are very much smaller than his find it difh- 
cult_to restrict their needs and to discipline their charac- 
ters by spending more on others than on themselves, Too 
many Christian congregations have not attained to the 
place where they are doing that, or even seriously trying 
to do it. 


It is always a privilege to hear a man like Dr. Sher- 
wood Eddy. The messages of such a prophet of the 
Christian social order are certainly made far more effec- 
tive by his example than by any eloquence he may pos- 
sess. It is fine to know that such men and their wives 
are willing to give up their beautiful homes and move in- 
to humbler quarters in order that they may have more to 
contribute to the poor and needy. It all depends upon 
whether we have truly thankful hearts. One of the finest 
testimonies along this line which we have recently seen 
comes to us from the famous violinist, Fritz Kreisler. It 
is a personal testimony, to be sure, but at the same time 
it is a preachment on Christian stewardship which may 
well be written in letters of gold. Shall we not take to 
heart such a message as this from a man whose musical 
genius has made millions his debtor? 


“T was born with music in my system,” says Mr. Kreis- 
ler; “I knew musical scores instinctively before I knew 
my ABC’s. It was a gift of Providence. I did not ac- 
quire it. So I do not even deserve thanks for the music. 
Music is too sacred to be sold. And the outrageous prices 
the musical celebrities charge today truly is a crime against 
society. I never look upon the money I earn as my own. 
It is public money. It is only a fund entrusted to my care 
for proper disbursement. I am constantly endeavoring 
to reduce my needs to the minimum. I feel morally 
guilty in ordering a costly meal, for it deprives some one 


else of a slice of bread—some child, perhaps, of a bottle 
of milk. My beloved wife feels exactly the same way 
about these things as I do. You know what I eat; you 
know what I wear. In all these years of my so-called 
success in music, we have not built a home for ourselves. 
Between it and us stand all the homeless in the world!” 

If we had such a spirit as that, would we be likely to 
murmur and complain over a few dollars asked of us 
every year for the apportionment, to provide for the 
benevolent work of our Church? (The Every Member 
Canvass will reveal your answer to this.) Or would we 
falter and fail before the challenges to liberality which are 
facing us in this holiday season, such as the completion 
of the Ministerial Relief Sustentation Fund, the last call 
to help Near East Relief in providing for the boys and 
girls of Bible Lands who are yet dependent upon that 
labor of love, or adequate and wholehearted response to 
the growing needs of our own Orphans’ Homes?  Christ- 
mas will indeed be a truly joyous time only for those who 
circumscribe their own needs and wants so that they may 
minister more abundantly to those in greater need. You 
will not do this unless you have a heart full of gratitude 
to God for all His goodness and mercy to you. 

eae: 


THANKSGIVING 


For little gifts, according to our standards now, for the 
little gifts of just sufficient shelter, just sufficient food, 
our fathers set aside a day for Thanksgiving. They 
praised God for their bare necessities and for a grim 
glimmer of hope. 

We are that hope. We are that for which they made 
Thanksgiving, when they knew that their corn would last 
them through the winter’s cold. 

We have come a long, long way from their beginnings. 
We have parted far from their stern ways. We have, in 
abundance, the things which meant bare life to them. We 
have that for which they dared to die: “Freedom to Wor- 
ship God.” 

Have we been faithful to their grim hope? We are 
free! Yes, and we are expressing a little measure of 
that freedom in the fullest fashion. Are we expressing to 
the full our “Freedom to Worship God?” 

We, the people of the United States, the favored hope 
of our Pilgrim fathers, have everything in heritage, in 
privilege and in opportunity. Jt is ours to hold only so 
jong as we shall share. 


Shall we not thank our God for the way He has lav- 
ished His love upon us, for the heritage and the privilege 
which is ours as free citizens of a free land, and for our 


wide open doors of opportunity ? And then, with the 
fine, young, free vigor which is ours, shall we not make 
possible for all the world, our way to peace and plenty: 
“Our Freedom to Worship the Loving Father of Us All?” 

Let us make a new Thanksgiving, not only with our 
lips, but with our lives. 

—CLEMENT 8S. DECHANT. 
ae enh 


WE ARE THANKFUL 


Tue MESSENGER wishes to express its appreciation of 
what we believe to be a forward-looking action on the part 
of the Eastern Synod, the mother Synod of our Church, in 
voting that hereafter there shall be a Standing Committee 
on THE REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. Believing as we 
do that THE MESSENGER is one of the cherished institutions 
of our denomination, there seems to be no good reason at 
all why all the Synods it serves should not “‘go and do like- 
wise.” Somehow the Church paper is “taken for granted”’ 
and is expected to move forward on its own momentum. 
There have been too many meetings of Synods in which 
officially little or no notice was taken of the accredited organ 
of the denomination. This is not only unfair to THE Mes- 
SENGER, but it provides evidence of a lack of denominational 
statesmanship, which involves the loss of a great oppor- 
tunity. The duty of making the Church feel the necessity 
and the importance of the religious journal should not be 
committed exclusively to the editor and circulation manager. 
It is the business of the whole Church, of its pastors, officers 
and people, who are interested in our denominational wel- 
fare and who sincerely desire our beloved Zion to attain 
unto her best estate. 

In expressing our gratitude to the Eastern Synod for 
the action herein noted, we cannot forbear a reference to 
a few of the statements made on the floor of that Synod in 
the course of discussion on other problems. One of the 
most beloved pastors of our denomination, for example, 
was moved to say: “I would go for a month with one meal 
a day rather than to get along without THe REFORMED 
CuurcH MESSENGER.” We wish there were far more 
folks who so highly valued their Church paper. If the 
facts were known, we are persuaded that some indifferent 
people would be amazed at the number of the MESSENGER’S 
good friends. Almost every week there come to us reas- 
surances that the number of such faithful readers and sup- 
porters is more numerous than in our moments of discour- 
agement we venture to suppose. One of the most active 
and useful Elders of the Synod did not hesitate to say that 
the real reason why so many Church members are not in- 
terested in the work of the Church as a whole, nor zealous 
for its success, is because they do not read the Church paper, 
which ought to be regarded as the high privilege of every 
member of every congregation. Another Elder also stressed 
the strategic importance of “seed-sowing,” recognizing the 
urgency of “the gospel of prevention,’ and therefore giv- 
ing a larger portion of our attention to the youth of the 
Church and to the up-building of Christian character as the 
best guarantee of the future. It is in this work that the 
Church paper should be utilized far beyond our present 
habit, and it is a matter for congratulation that the leading 
officers of our Church are beginning to appreciate this so 


fully. 
eke & 


A NEEDLESS WARNING 


In the marriage service of the Reformed Church, as well 
as in that of some other Churches, appear the words: 
“Those whom God hath joined together, let no man put 
asunder.’ The pompous minister often pronounces these 
words solemnly and most impressively. 

Fortunately the words, “put asunder,’ are qualified. 
Sometimes the minister knows that the bond formed by 
his declaration, “I pronounce you man (this word ‘man’ 
instead of ‘husband’ is proper when it is evident the male 
needs a wife to make him a man) and wife,” is of 
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God; but mostly he does not know, and sometimes, alas, he 
knows or suspects that God had little or nothing to do with 
the union. 

It is a needless warning. If God did not join the con- 
tracting parties, why should the warning be pronounced? 
Certainly in such a case it would not apply; in fact, the 
minister would be justified in omitting these sonorous 
words. 


If, however, God did join the contracting parties, then 
no man can put them asunder. Hence the words are again 
needless, an altogether useless part of the marriage cere- 
mony. Marriages which are the climax of true love can 
never be dissolved. Nothing in this world can separate 
persons who marry because of love which is love indeed. 
ven death cannot do it, for “love is stronger than death.” 

To the conscientious minister we believe that the elimi- 
nation of these words from the marriage service would, in 
many instances, be a welcome relief. 


—Now AND THEN. 


CHURCH PUBLICITY 


It was recently reported by the Executive Committee 
of our General Synod that less than $500 had been ex- 
pended last year for denominational publicity. By way 
of contrast, the Protestant Episcopal Church had a budget 
of about $110,000 for its national publicity department, 
to say nothing of the many thousands of dollars expended 
on diocesan publicity work. Just how much should a 
Church spend for this purpose? Opinions will doubtless 
differ. Im a recent article the Rev. Ralph V. Gilbert 
holds with considerable force that an annual amount equal 
to $1 per member, which was recommended as a fair sum 
by the Publicity Department of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A., should in this period of rising costs be 
veearded as an absolute minimum, and that considerably 
more could be wisely spent. It would be interesting to 
know just how far below this “absolute minimum” the 
average Reformed Church falls, and whether, indeed, any 
of our congregations have as yet gone beyond it. If there 
are those who exceed this minimum we should be glad to 
hear from them. In another column one of our active 
young pastors sets forth a view of some ways in which 
a small town Church is using legitimate publicity. We 
happen to know that the membership has been increased 
to 500, the finances are in good condition, and the increased 
Apportionment has -been met during the last 4 years, 
whereas only once or twice before the congregation ever 
paid it in full. The pastor is persuaded that the publicity 
methods have largely aided in this success. Nor has this 
congregation been trying to compete with any other 
Church, because there is no other Church in the town. 
We believe that this and similar testimonies should set 
us to thinking and to planning in the direction of a wise 
and systematic publicity program. We believe, for ex- 
ample, that the time is coming when every forward-look- 
ing Church will include in its budget a subscription to the 
Church paper, as one of the basic necessities in building 
an intelligent and, wide-awake constituency. It can be 
demonstrated. that such an investment will more than pay 
for itself in deepened interest and added information and 


inspiration. In fact, it will pay a generous rate of in- 
terest. 
ce he RS 
“HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING!” 


Of the estimated number of 6,500 hymns written by 
Charles Wesley, whom Julian in his great Dictionary calls 
“perhaps the greatest hymn-writer of all ages,” the great | 
Christmas hymn, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” is 
universally regarded as one of the best. Indeed, it is 
said that more hymnals contain this than any other of 
his hymns, unless we except “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 
Joined with the uplifting tune arranged from the second 
chorus of Mendelssohn’s ‘‘Festgesang,” in 1850, this is 
indeed a glorious hymn and is used all over the world. 
It is the first and only hymn by Charles Wesley that was 
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ever included in the English Book of Common Prayer. 
This Memory Hymn for the Christmas month will help 
to give you a finer appreciation of the meaning and influ- 
ence of that great festival. May its spirit enter into our 
hearts and illuminate our lives! 

i ae 


“SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY” 


Our able contemporary, The Watchman-Examiner, had 
a recent editorial under the title: “Something For Every- 
body,” which was so excellent in its advice and embodied 
so largely our own spirit and purpose, that we cannot do 
better than to pass it on. It helps to answer some criti- 
cisms and suggestions in a constructive fashion and we 
submit it, with a few changes, for your consideration : 


“We are frank to say that we are anxious that our paper 
shall not be too exclusively theological, for we have a 
great variety of readers, and it is our ambition to make a 
paper that will be profitable to them all. If one of our 
readers comes upon a stiff theological article in which he 
is not interested, let him not lay the paper aside with a 
frown, but let him turn to another page, another article, 
or another department. We do not expect any subscriber 
to read the whole of any issue. It would not be fair, be- 
cause that subscriber would be getting entirely too much for 
his money. At that rate, in a year he would be getting for 
$2.50 as much reading matter as is contained in 15 ordinary 
novels that at present-day prices would cost him $30 to $40. 
‘Something for everybody in every issue’ is our motto. Ina 
year we carry probably 300 contributed articles on relig- 
ious, theological, denominational, historical, biographical 
and literary subjects. We have sermons for Juniors and 
for Adults. There are many poems of real value. There 
are from 150 to 250 pages of stories, brief articles and 
‘risibles’ for all the family. There are Sunday School and 
Christian Endeavor lessons of rare value. There are 
appeals and statements innumerable from our societies, 
boards and educational institutions. Do not then condemn 
the whole paper because you are not interested in some 
parts of the paper. Use the method of the honey-bee and 
extract sweetness from the flowers of your choice and pass 
by the rest. Remember that the thing in which you are 
not interested are the very things in which others delight. 
If you were an editor, you would quickly find out that 
there are many varieties—more than 57—of folks in this 
world. It is hard to get the other man’s point of view. 
We cannot please everybody all the time, and yet if every 
reader will become an eclectic we can make a paper that 
will be generally acceptable. Try out the honey-bee meth- 
od for a few weeks, and see how it works.” 
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“WHITHER BOUND?” 


In the “Service Talks,’ issued by the Philadelphia 
Rapid Transit Co., we notice this illuminating excerpt 
from the report of Dr. Edwin C. Broome, Superintendent 
of the Schools of Philadelphia, to the Board of Education, 
which is a message of great importance not only to that 
Board but also to the teachers and the general public. 
Here is a message from an eminent schoolman which no 
patriotic citizen can afford to ignore: 


“So long as we continue to read twenty times as much 
trash as we do literature, prefer jazz to fine music, daily 
view with complacency the architecture of ‘Main Street,’ 
prefer slapstick to good drama, swarm to prize fights 
and make millionaires of fighters and promoters, but have 
to subsidize the opera or a fine orchestra to keep them 
going, spend more on chewing gum, tobacco and cos- 
metics than on all forms of education, and pay football 
coaches more than college presidents, there is apparent 
need of training the coming generation in an appreciation 
of values. 


“This is a difficult task because vogue is stronger than 
precept. But it is an important responsibility of the school, 


And the schools are 


and must be squarely met. 
it directly through courses in literature, music, art appre- 


facing 


ciation, conduct and morals, and in social studies; and 
incidentally through all subjects properly taught and 
through the personality and influence of noble teachers. 

“Today, as never before, the world is faced with the 
serious problem of the intelligent and wholesome use of 
leisure. Our 43-hour working day comprises only 25% 
of the total hours of the week; and there are influences 
afoot to reduce still further the total of working hours. 
What do we purpose to do with our extended leisure 
dance more, go to more cheap shows, flock more to prize 
fights, football games and horse races, read more trash 
and listen to more jazz? Or patronize the opera and 
good concerts more, listen more to good lectures and ser- 
mons, read better literature, sing and play good music, 
study nature and good art, and participate in healthful 
physical sports? Our future use of leisure will depend 
largely upon how clearly the schoolmasters see the problem, 
and how adequately they provide their children with re- 
sources for the appreciation and enjoyment of the higher 
life values.” 


There are only one or two comments we desire to add 
to this strong statement. It is obvious that the Superin- 
tendent of Schools is making his challenge primarily to 
teachers, but one cannot help feeling that he realizes how 
little the average parents today can be depended upon to 
co-operate in securing the results so essential to the wel- 
fare of the Nation. There is an implicit indictment of the 
indifference and lack of idealism on the part of those 
adults to whom our children are most likely to look for in- 
fluence and example. It is undoubtedly true that the com- 
ing generation needs to be trained in an appreciation of 
values, but let us frankly face the fact that it will be diffi- 
cult to get the coming generation to put first things first 
when the generation now in power is giving most of its 
time, attention and money for things that are not worth 
while. An adult generation which reveals such a soul- 
less and inadequate sense of values is hardly in a position 
to exert the proper influence upon youth. How can a 
father and mother, for example, who never read the Bible 
or the Church paper, make their children believe that 
Christian literature is of fundamental value in the building 
of character? Is it likely that we will make our boys and 
girls value more highly the things which we ourselves 
belittle or neglect? 


*x* *K 


THANKSGIVING 


Be thankful for thy blessings rare, 
Goodly portions must thou share 
With others of less favored ranks ; 
Truly, thus, canst thou show thanks. 


Sayest, thou hast naught of wealth? 
Perhaps a home and friends and health; 
Ponder well and pause a bit; 

Much thou hast; give thanks for it. 


IT HAS ARRIVED! 


The Almanac and Year Book for the Reformed Church 
in the United States, for 1929, has just arrived. This is 
always a great event in our Church, for this little book has 
become one of “the indispensables” in loyal Reformed 
Church homes. It has the largest circulation of any of 
our publications. This new volume, with 136 pages and 
cover, and its many illustrations, contains the latest facts 
and statistics needed by pastors and people, and gives a 
resume of many of the most notable events of the past 
year. The important thing is to send in your order 
promptly, so that nobody may be disappointed. 
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The Parables of Safed the Sage | 


ial 


THE PARABLE OF THE BLESSEDNESS OF 


IGNORANCE 


I stood upon the Battlefield of Bull Run, and I said, 
I have heard all my life that this battle was Badly planned, 
and that it was Shamefully lost, but of late they tell me 
So I shall see for myself. 


that this was not the case. 


And when I had seen, I said, General McDowell planned 
this battle well, and fought it well, and he was a gallant 
and a misjudged soldier; but it is better for an officer to 


win a battle in a way that the methods of the books do 
not advise than to lose a battle in the right way. 


“And I said, General McDowell had this battle as good 
as won, and the Confederates were sure that they were 
whipped: but a little bunch of raw rebels that held an 
important position had not sense enough to retreat when 
by all the rules of war they should have done so. 


And 


other rebels, ashamed of retreating, fell in beside them. 


Therefore was the Battle of Bull Run won by defeated 
men who were too green to know that they were defeated. 

And I said, A man may learn almost anything from 
almost any Event in History, so varied be its Possible 
Implications, but I am learning the Value of Ignorance 
of the time to give up the Fight. 
Ignorance is not only Bliss but Victory. 


For there be times when 


Thanksgiving Day Messages 


GIVE THANKS 


For the morning’s labor and the night’s 
repose, 

For the day’s hard tasks which the 
night hours close, 

For the care and trouble—for the peace 
and love, 

Give we thanks to Thee, Our Father 
Above. 

For the hours of laughter and those of 
strife, 

For our happy hearths—for a baby’s 
life, 

For the path of duty which must be 
trod, 

Give we thanks to Thee, our Father God. 

For the harvest’s fruits, for material 
gain, 

For lives made richer by joy and pain, 

For the needs that bring us close to 
Heaven above, 

Give we thanks to Thee, Great God of 
Love! 


—Helen M. Shuster, in 
Trinity, Wilkinsburg, News. 


THANKSGIVING’S MOOD 


Edgar F. Hoffmeier, D. D. 

‘‘Give us this day our daily bread.’? 
How do we pray this prayer? With what 
tone of voice, what attitude, what mood? 
Of what spirit within us does our way of 
praying it speak? So much of the mean- 
ing of words depends on the way they are 
said. A change of accent or pitch or em- 
phasis can give the same words widely dif- 
fering effects. Two men may use the same 
words and yet reveal inner spirits that 
have no kinship to one another. With 
what mood do we come to Thanksgiving? 
That depends on how we have looked 
upon God’s goodness all the year. 


How do we pray? We can say these 
words of Jesus with a hard and insistent 
demand: ‘‘Give me.’’ That is the prayer 
of the Materialist. A materialist is a man 
who thinks that life is made up of nothing 
but things. He lives in a wholly secular 
world. Not that the materialist really 
prays; not in so many words, but prayer 
is more than our words. Our prayer is 
what we actually mean; it is our ‘‘domi- 
nant desire.’’? The materialist’s desire is 
goods, property, money, a good time, It 
is the prayer of the Prodigal Son: ‘‘Give 
me the portion of goods that falleth to 
me.’’ In lis thought of his father, in so 
far as he thought of him at all, he con- 


ceived him as having no better things to 
give than a portion of goods. We can 
pray that way. <A rich and ungrateful 
American can come to Thanksgiving with 
a thought of God as poor as that. God’s 
uncrowded temples on that day will bear 
witness that vast multitudes are taking 
God only for what they can get out of 
Him. That is America’s peril today. We 
are inordinately rich; we are the greatest 
ereditor nation in the world, our invest- 
ments are buying up the earth. The na- 
tions fear us. Such wealth makes men 
and nations covetous, cautions, sordid. Our 
ideals are in danger; the nation that was 
founded by men who were seeking after 
God can become a nation that seeks only 
after Gold. 


How do we pray? We can pray these 
words with an accent of lazy expectation. 
That is the prayer of the Cynic. The cynic 
says. ‘‘The world owes me a living,’’ but 
he does not overwork himself to get that 
living. He puts no grit or initiative or 
joy into his work, He is the whiner, the 
growler, the railer at fate. He is sure he 
“‘never had a chance.’’ Other people have 
luck or pull or ‘‘the breaks.’’ Well, life 
owes no one a living. God gives us the 
raw material; nature and its resources, the 
experiences of the race, skill, intelligence, 
and we make a life by our labor to bring 
all these together and stamp ourselves upon 
our toil. No farmer expected to get a 
harvest by looking on his fields last spring 
and saying: ‘‘Give us this day our daily 
bread.’’ He fell in with the processes of 
nature. which are the laws of God, and ap- 
proaches the Thanksgiving today with a 
heart full over the fruit of his work. 


“We plow the fields and scatter. 
The good seed in the land, 
But it is fed and watered 
By God’s almighty hand.’’ 


How do we pray? We may pray these 
words with the accent of Christ. That is 
the prayer of the Man of Faith. He prays 
in acknowledgment; not in arrogance or 
indolence, but in grateful recognition. As 
these words rise from his lips they are a 
burst of faith that our bounties come from 
God, and with an unfailing certainty will 
come from Him. We can count on them. 
They never fail. When we come to 
Thanksgiving we lift up our voices with 
joyful hearts in overflowing worship of 
Him who has made sure that material foun- 
dation of life. They are not our worry, 
or our anxiety. Cankering care or greedy 
longing is not to embitter the springs of 
our life because of these. The finest 
energies of our hearts and brains are free 


A DIVINE TRIAD 


The ‘‘Master,’’ when with His follow- 
ers few, 

Asked of them what they wished to do. 

‘“To Whom can we go but unto Thee?’’, 

Cried Peter in his fervency. 


The ‘‘Teacher’’ looked with pitying eye 
On the Young Ruler standing by. 

‘*Ye must be born again,’’ said He, 
To have that Life eternally. 


A ‘‘Friend’’ 
save, 
Just such a Friend we truly have. 
We’ll love and serve Him faithfully; 
He died on the Cross for you, for me. 


who died our souls to 


O ‘‘Master,’’ ‘‘Teacher,’’ ‘‘Friend’’ so 
true, 

Show us the way we’ll never rue. 

Let all our hearts be filled with love 

For Him who rose, and reigns above. 


—K. Ki 3: 


to seek a larger good. Thank God for that. 
That is what Jesus means when He tells 
us to observe the birds of the air and the 
lilies of the fields. That is what He means 
when He tells us to ‘‘seek first the King- 
dom of God and its righteousness and all 
these things will be added unto us.’’ Chris- 
tian men praying that way; America pray- 
ing that way would mean a Thanksgiving 
of rededication to social idealism, spiritual 
faith and national righteousness. Man 
cannot live by bread alone, but through 
bread he may come to God. 


Lebanon, Pa, 


THANKSGIVING DAY, THE LINK BE- 
TWEEN CHURCH AND STATE 


J. Arthur Schaeffer 
In speaking of Thanksgiving Day we 


are thinking of our national holiday. We 


recognize the fact that each day of the year 
should be one of thanksgiving. And if we, 
in giving gifts to our friends, who receive 
them without adequate expression of grati- 
tude, do not expect to repeat the practice, 
it should lead us to feel that the great 
Father of us all should receive our grati- 
tude daily for His gifts so lavishly be- 
stowed. 


But we are thinking in this brief article 
of Thanksgiving Day as the one link be- 
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tween the Church and the State. 
taches a peculiar solemnity to the day. 
Our nation, in Constitution and polity, up- 
holds no one religion and protects even 
those who are heathen in religion or those 


This at- 


who have no religion at all. Yet this day 
is the national recognition of the fact that 
ours is not a godless nation. 

To some people the annual proclamation 
of the Chief Executive of our country may 
be rather meaningless. Familiarity may 
breed contempt, even. If, however, the 
President ceases to call upon the people to 
gather in their houses of worship to return 
thanks to God, we lose the one and only 
bond of union between the Church and the 
State; then as a nation we are without any 
God. 

Our fathers toiled and suffered and bled, 
patiently and persistently laying the 
solid foundations of stable government. 
They laid the corner-stone of American 
independence upon the rock of divine jus- 
tice. They dedicated the structure to Al- 
mighty God. To Him was their undying 
devotion, and their worship was according 
to the simple, spiritual teachings of the 
Word of God. So should it ever be with 
us. While the masses go thronging on, 
thinking of this national holiday, Thanks- 
giving Day, only as a common platitude, 
and for the mere cessation from work and 
a feast at the table, to the Christian it 
must mean vastly more. It must mean 
grateful praise and joyful service, a mat- 
ter of attitude and character, rather than 
of impulse, time, and place. People break 
out into spasmodic fits of emotion, shouting 
the praises of God and then become silent 
again for a season, We need to remember 
that our lives should flow in ceaseless 
praise to Him, in Whom, by Whom are all 
things in heaven and in earth. So may we 
keep intact the union between Church and 
State. 

Tamaqua, Pa. 

THE GRACE OF GRATITUDE 
H. J. Miller 

Gratitude is indeed a grace not only in 
our religious lite, but-also im our daily so- 
cial relationships. The spirit of haughti- 
ness and self-surticiency separates one alike 
from God and his feilow men, while the 
spirit of gratitude and thankfulness brings 
one into a warm and loving relationship 
with God and man. It is hard to maintain 
a warm and friendly relationship to those 
who are ungrateful and unappreciative. I 
think that family is happiest where there 
is an inter-dependence among its members 
that is constantly evident and frequently 
expressed. Absolute independence among 
members of a family breeds strangeness 
and aloofness. Surely it is so in the family 
of God where He is Father and we are 
children. Our gratitude or our lack of it 
vitally affects our attitude to God and our 
relationship with God, and that is the soul 
of living religion. The Psalmist says, ‘‘It 
is a good thing to give thanks unto Je- 
hovah.’? It is not only a gracious thing, 
but a good thing. Only thankfulness can 
bring us into a right attitude to God. 

Thankfulness is also of the very essence 
of worship, That worship most nearly ful- 
fils its purpose which abounds most with 
praise and gratitude. The call of Thanks- 
giving Day is a deep and solemn call to 
the nation and the individual. However, 
I fear the observance of the day has be- 
come perfunctory in our national life. Like 
some of our other religious days and in- 
stitutions we have preserved the shell, but 
have lost the life and spirit which called 
the day into being and with which its first 
observance so greatly abounded. The Holi- 
day has overshadowed the Holy Day. We 
are ‘holding a form of godliness, but hav- 
ing denied the power thereof.’’ 


‘‘This people honoreth Me with their lips, 
But their heart is far from me.’’ 


A national Thanksgiving Day in Amer- 
ica, where so much thanks is due, and so 
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little given, is not much better than a 
mockery before God. Of course, every 
Sunday is a thanksgiving day and every 
worship is a thanksgiving service. If 
Thanksgiving Day were the year’s only 
day of praise. one might well despair. 
Again, thanksgiving lies elose to the 
heart of prayer. That prayer most nearly 
fulfils its purpose which abounds most with 
praise and thanksgiving. Our petition- 
laden prayers often reveal our selfishness 


FEASTING OR THANKING? 


Away back in August 

I began asking first 

One and then another 
Just what they were 
Going to do on 
THANKSGIVING DAY. 


And they one and 

All said, ‘‘Oh, eat 

And EAT. Then EAT 
Some MORE. And in 
The evening dance 

Or maybe play cards.’’ 
But I wonder if 

It would not be 

An experience our 
Children would treasure 
In the years to 

Come if on this 
THANKSGIVING DAY 


We omit the last 

Course of our dinner. 
And the next to 

The last. And the 

Next to that, And 
Spend the time in 
Counting OUT LOUD 
Our BLESSINGS, naming 
Them ONE by ONE, 
And then in the 
Presence of our loved 
Ones bow our heads, 
And THANK GOD for 
LIFE, for HEALTH, for 
HOME, for CHILDREN, 
And for FRIENDS. 

I am thinking it 

Would be an experience 
That WE as well 

As our children would 
Treasure if on this 
THANKSGIVING DAY 


We FEASTED less 
And THANKED GOD more. 


—Ex. 


and ingratitude. God’s blessings have 
ever been far more than we were able to 
receive and far greater than we could use 
and appreciate. Jesus speaks of a day 
when we shall ask Him nothing, 

Gratitude is indeed a grace that lies 
close to the heart of religion. It is a grace 
that is becoming to all of us in our re- 
ligious, social and domestic life. It is like 
Shakespeare’s mercy—‘‘It becomes the 
crowned monarch.’’ It is a grace that be- 
comes all of us, especially those who are 
of the household of faith. 


Womelsdorf, Pa. 


‘“‘BE YE THANKFUL’’ 
Edward O. Keen, D. D. 


It may be that in this ‘‘machine age’’ 
gratitude is fast becoming a lost art and 
that, as a certain public speaker has said, 
‘¢ America is the most pagan nation on the 
face of the earth, a nation where God has 
given us all things and yet where He is 
forgotten.’’ It nevertheless remains true 
that ‘‘Every good gift and every perfect 
loan is from above’’ and that ‘‘Our 
sufficiency is of God.’’ 

We have every reason, as a nation, to 


‘“*thank God and take courage.’’? It is 
true of nations as of individuals that, 
‘Into each life some rain must fall, some 
days must be dark and dreary.’’ How- 


ever, the bright and cheery days far out- 


number those that are 


dark and dreary. 
**Count your blessings,’’ we are ad- 
monished. Like the sands on the seashore 


and the stars in the heavens they are too 
many to count. 

Long since it was said of Israel, ‘‘He 
hath not dealt so with any nation.’’ The 
same may be said of America today. 

Think of ‘‘America the Beautiful.’’ In 
its vast stretch of fertile fields, its mighty 
rivers, its charming lakes, its wonderful 
canyons, its beautiful parks, its  far- 
reaching valleys, its gigantic mountains, 
its fascinating scenery, it is unsurpassed. 
A lady recently returned from a tour 
abroad, said, There is no country in the 
world that has such natural attractions as 
gurs.”2 

Think of America the Abundant. We 
have in America 6% of the world’s popu- 
lation. This 6% of the world’s population 
owns 85% of the world’s wealth, so that 
we are the richest among the nations of 
the world; produces 25% of the world’s 
food, so that we are the best fed people 
on the face of the earth; 48% of the 
world’s silk, so that we are the best 
dressed people in the world; 50% of the 
world’s coal and 68% of the world’s pe- 
troleum, so that we are the best warmed 
people in the world; creates 34% of the 
world’s manufactured articles, so that we 
are the best supplied with comforts and 
conveniences of any nation. There are 
more bath tubs in the city of Philadelphia 
than there are in all Great Britain. There 
are more automobiles in Pennsylvania than 
there are in all Europe. One who knows 
America can hardly be surprised at the 
remarks of the Englishman who said, ‘‘The 
only fault I have to find with the Ameri- 
can people is that they are so beastly 
prosperous. ’’ 

Think of America, the Land of Oppor- 
tunity, a country in which a rail-splitter 
may become the nation’s Chief Executive, 
a country in which a boy, if he has brains 
and determination and stick-to-a-tiveness 
and the will to work, may become a gradu- 
ate of any college and university in the 
land, a country in which the marvellous 
story of Aladdin and his wonderful lamp 
is finding continual illustration and con- 
firmation in the real life of the people. 

Our Annual Thanksgiving Day is an 
ever-recurring reminder to us that God is, 
that our all is of Him and that to present 
ourselves as living sacrifices of thankful- 
ness to Him is our reasonable service. 

York, Pa. ——_— 

THE LARGER GRATITUDE 


James R. Shepley 

The scope and significance of holidays 
ranges from individual to world-wide cele- 
brations. You and I have birthdays, the 
organizations we belong to have anni- 
versaries, the nation has its legal holidays, 
and all Christendom observes Christmas. 
Armistice Day has enlarged even these 
borders, but a large part of the world is 
still left out of a universal holiday. 

However, there are elements in our ob- 
servance of Thanksgiving that are com- 
mon to all the world. Almost every race, 
ancient and modern, recognizes with some 
thankful tribute that the fertility of the 
earth, its resources and social well being, 
are due to the wisdom, love, and bounty 
of the Supreme Being. If then the spirit 
of Thanksgiving is universal, it seems to 
me our idea of the day, and our prayers 
of thankfulness, should also tend toward 
the universal. 

Our place in the world is a fortunate 
one. America enjoys material well being, 
success in government, prosperity in in- 
dustry, and has an oncoming tide of cul- 
ture that promises to rise to a new level 
of civilization. We have also a youthful 


religion, and an indisputable 
moral leadership. Yet Heaven forbid that 
pray, ‘‘I thank Thee for my 
place and nation, and that we are not. as 
other nations.’’ : 

Rather, in recognizing our great influ- 
enee in the world, our moral opportunities, 
especially in regard to Prohibition, which 
movement of the century, 
and recognizing the power of a strong 
Chureh striving to apprehend and adapt 
the true spirit of Jesus Christ to modern 
life, let us learn to pray, ‘‘I thank Thee, 
O God, for my spiritual blessings.’’ 

Such a prayer of thanksgiving is bound 
to lead us out from narrow selfishness and 
to free us from national pride or prejudice, 
and point us toward enduring peace and 
world brotherhood. If we first the 
Kingdom of God, surely all other things 
will be added unto us. The harvest then 
is spiritual as well as plenteous, and would 
to God our thanksgiving might show us 
to be laborers in that harvest, not few 
only, but an invincible host sufficient for 
these great things. 

Sellersville, Pa. 


THE HIDDEN BEATITUDE 
S. C. Hoover 


At the opening of ‘‘The Sermon on the 
Mount’’ Jesus indicated the supreme joys 
which are inherent in our holy religion 
and the attitudes or conditions which lead 
to their realization, According as the con- 
ditions are accepted will the resultant 
blessings be experienced; and it is through 
such experience that the values of Chris- 
tianity, in terms of joy and blessing, be- 
come firmly established. Tasting these 
blessings inevitably leads to a recognition 
of the goodness of God, who both ordains 
the conditions and determines their result. 
Out of such discovery there comes to light 
another beatitude, unexpressed and unre- 
corded, which might be stated somewhat as 
follows: Blessed are they who give thanks: 
for they have found out the love and favor 
of God. 

Indeed ‘‘it is very meet, right and our 
bounden duty’’ that we should give thanks 
for our temporal, material and physical 
blessings. We all have abundant reasons 
for calling upon our souls and all that is 
within us to bless the Lord for what we 
have, in material gifts; and for what we 
have not, in the way of handicaps and 
afflictions and burdens. But it still re- 
mains true that our highest and chiefest 
values lie in the realm of the spirit. It is 
not possible for us properly to appraise 
the loving kindness of God until, fulfilling 
the requirements indicated in the first half 
of each beatitude we come into possession 
of the corresponding blessing which each 
promises. But the blessing thus experi- 
enced is angmented by another, which, 
resting upon a new discovery of the meas- 
ure of God’s love and favor, issues in 
Thanksgiving. 

Harrisburg, Pa. 


energy of 


we should 


is the greatest 


seek 


MAKING THANKSGIVING REAL 
Ralph S. Weiler 


We are approaching another Thanks- 
giving season. For this occasion the 
President of the United States has 


issued a proclamation asking the people 
of this great nation to ‘‘render honor 
unto whom honor is due.’’ Tt is refreshing 
to know that in this age of hustle and 
bustle we are at least reminded of the fact, 
that there is a kind and loving Father who 
is largely responsible through His children 
for the great material prosperity which we 
are enjoying. 

However, is not this day like many of 
our other holidays which we observe each 
year? Do we not lose the real significance, 
the real meaning of the day, on account of 
this age of material’sm in which we live? 
We give the President’s proclamation a 
hurried glance; in fact, many of us fail 
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I THANK THEE FOR ALL LOVELY 
THINGS 


By Marie Barton in ‘‘Kind Words’’ 


I thank Thee for all lovely things: 

Each flower that blooms, each bird that 
sings, 

For sunny days and sunset’s glow, 


For trees that look to God—and grow; 
Glad April shower, and rainbow, too, 


And still night skies, 
through; 

For every friendly thought that wings 
From other loyal hearts to mine, 

And every glad, sweet token of 


A Heavenly Father’s love. 


stars shining 


to do that much. We have no time, we 
are too busy preparing for that great feast, 
or a football game, or an auto ride, or what 
not. 

There is indeed a grave danger that we 
are losing the real meaning of the day, It 
is high time that we reflect for a moment 
on the spirit of our Pilgrim fathers. We 
are told that after their first harvest in 
1621 they set aside a day for prayer and 
thanksgiving. In this great day of pros- 
perity we cannot afford to lose sight of 
the vision of our sturdy forefathers. It is 
not only a sacred duty, but likewise a 
glorious privilege to make Thanksgiving 
real. 

I. THROUGH WORSHIP. Of course 
one of the finest ways to express thankful- 
ness is through a service of true worship. 
It is in the sanetuary of the Lord that His 
children can more fully praise and thank 
‘“the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift.’’ Let us set aside at least one hour 
on this day to meet with our brothers in a 
worship service of thanksgiving. 

2. THROUGH CONSECRATION. Let 
us realize as never before that we are 
here in this world not simply to enjoy the 
great material blessings, but that we are 
committed to a definite mission. This day 
should bring to us a consecration to this 
mission which is helping upbuild the 
Kingdom of God. This will only be done 
through a devotion to the higher things of 
life, It dare mean nothing less than the 
giving of ourselves in service and sacrifice 
to the high ideals for which Jesus not 


THANK-OFFERING HYMN 
(Tune St. Catherine—No, 607) 


Our Father God, to Thee we raise 

A hymn of thankfulness and praise; 

Our hearts are full of gratitude 

To Thee, the Giver of all good. 

Hear us as gratefully we sing: 

‘‘Thanks unto Thee, our Lord and 
King!’’ 


For our great country, stretching free, 

From lakes to gulf, from sea to sea, 

Where through Thy grace our lot is 
cast, 

We ‘give Thee thanks for epochs past. 

Hear us as gratefully we sing: 

‘“‘Thanks unto Thee, our Lord and 
King!’’ 


For happy homes and kindred dear, 

For daily blessings through the year, 

For chance to serve and chance to love, 

Our thanks rise to Thy throne above. 

Hear us as gratefully we sing: 

‘‘Thanks unto Thee, our Lord and 
King!’’ 


For Christ who came on earth to dwell, 

Thy wondrous, saving love to tell; 

For this, Thy greatest gift to men, 

We thank Thee o’er and o’er again, 

Hear us as gratefully we sing: 

‘‘Thanks unto Thee, our Lord and 
King!’’ 


—Mrs. Harry N. Bassler. 


only lived, but for which He died. It dare 
not mean anything less than the giving of 


our possessions in a liberal way for this 
great Kingdom program as it is repre- 


sented in the Christian Church. 

Let us earnestly strive to think of the 
Thanksgiving season in this light not only 
on this day, but throughout the year. 
With this spirit in our hearts, we will ery 
out with the Psalmist, ‘‘Bless the Lord, 
Oh my soul, and forget not all His bene- 
as. * 

Allentown, Pa. 


PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM! 


A. Y. Holter 

No other book of praise is as much alive 
with the expression of the writer’s own 
heart throbs under all conditions of life 
as the Book of Psalms. The Psalms are 
songs of Hebrew history. The grand eli- 
max, like the oft repeated chorus of a 
hymn, comes in that wonderful 107th 
Psalm where four times is repeated the re- 
frain, ‘‘Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for His goodness, and for His wonderful 
works to the children of men.’’ 

“Oh That Men.’’ As we look into na- 
ture we see everything in its own way 
praising God. Everywhere ‘‘we hear life 
murmur’? of the Divine and we find 
“tongues in trees, books in the running 
brooks, sermons in stones, and good in 
everything.’’ But men? How many are 
living daily so that others see in their 
very lives hymns of praise and glory to 
God? It is a very hard-hearted and un- 
godly man who loses his eyes and ears 
to the wonderful works of God. 

“Would Praise.’’ Here is no direct 
command which says, ‘‘must praise,’’ but 
it is such an irresistible desire expressed ° 
by the Psalmist that no one can truly read 
it without being conscious of God. God 
never drives a man as a master drives his 
slaves or as a modern business autocrat 
drives his workers, Oh the longing of the 
Father that we remember to praise! Many 
a human soul has gone over the brink into 
ruin when we thought only to criticise and 
make small account of his efforts. Many 
a youth has gone astray when his elders 
thought only of his shortcomings and in- 
completeness. 

-““The Lord.’’? How many there are who 

are always praising their own words and 
acts! There are many men today who 
walk along seeing only their own feet 
getting somewhere, hearing only their own 
words echoing in their minds and doing 
only those things which help themselves. 
How many may praise only others! We 
forget that our praise of others and their 
ability to receive our praise has been 
made possible only thru the merey and 
kindness of God. How many forget God! 
What master’s canvass can ever be com- 
pared to the gorgeous beauty of nature’s 
sunset? What powers of man are ever as 
great as the saving power of the grace of 
God? 

Why Praise the Lord? ‘‘For His 
goodness and for His wonderful works to 
the children of men.’’ Think of life with 
all its mystery and machinery for carrying 
out effectively its natural and physical 
purposes! Think of man with all his capa- 
bilities, the gifts of his Creator in order 
that he may accomplish his mission in life! 
Think of nature with its vast storehouse 
of food and its abundance of beauty! 
Think of the spiritual nature of man which 
thru knowledge and faith is the means of 
man becoming a son of God! Think of the 
steady and enlarging influences of the 
Kingdom of God which are bringing in the 
day when all the kingdoms of this world 
will become those of our Lord and King! 
Think of our opportunities as children of 
God to live in a day and age like this! 
My God, my Christ, my duty, demand 
nothing less than the praise and service 
of my life. my soul, my all! 

Philadelphia. 
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UNEARNED INCREMENT 
E. O. Butkofsky 

Very often an empty lot is made more 
valuable by the erection alongside of it of 
a fine public building. The inerease in 
value is unearned increment. Human life 
has been enriched in a similar way by the 
presence of good personalities. ; 

Sodom and Gomorroh were full of 
wicked men. Their bad influence was like 
a pestilence. God decided to destroy them 
but on the intercession of Abraham would 
have been willing to save the whole popu- 
lation had ten good men been found among 
them. Their salvation would have been 
unearned increment. 

In a similar way one personality, Jesus 
Christ,- has sanctified the whole human 


family. 
1. By revealing our nature, Many of 
the western lands were rocky, barren, 


worthless; they sold for a song. Someone 
discovered gold in the subsoil and the land 
became priceless. Jesus did that for hu- 
man nature. He discovered the gold; that 
divine element in it which made it of in- 
finite worth, 

How much of our living today hinges on 
that! Education with ‘ts oman of 
schools, its trained teachers and millions 
of investments rests on the principle that 
life is worth educating. Democracy with 
all its machinery of self-government rests 
on the principle that men are good enough 
to be trusted. 

And to the extent that schools proceed 
on the principle that life is worth enough 
to be educated and democracy on the prin- 
ciple that men are good enough to be 
trusted, to that extent their roots are re- 
ligious and to that extent one Man who, 
two thousand years ago, proclaimed the in- 
finite worth of human personality, has 
sanctified and enriched the lives of millions 
of people. And that is unearned incre- 
ment. 


2. In the second place Jesus has sancti- 
fied the whole human family by giving it 
the type to which it might conform. Abra- 
ham, no doubt, felt that if ten men could 
be good in Sodom, some of the others 
might become so. Jesus, taking upon Him- 
self the flesh and blood of men, tempted in 
all points as we are, proved His Sonship. 
And because God found in the world one 
person who achieved in humanity a per- 
fect Divinity He holds out, through 
Grace, the promise of redemption and a 


MY SOUL’S PSALM 
By Milton Newberry Frantz 


In the freshness of the morning, 
As mounts 
space— 

Beauty all the earth adorning— 
I see my God full face to face. 


the sun high into 


He speaks unto my yearning heart, 
And fills it with His holy joy. 
’Tis now I know that I have part 

In happiness naught can destroy. 


I thank Thee for this holy joy, 

O God! my soul’s unshaken calm; 

No carking cares can now annoy, 

Or still my soul’s_ out-bursting 
Psalm, 


—Nirvana, Evansburg, 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. 


better life to all mankind. And that is 
unearned increment. 

3. In the third place, Jesus has sancti- 
fied the whole human family by the power 
of His own good life. The personality of 
Jesus Christ is soul tonic and moral medi- 
cine. When through faith Jesus is appro- 
priated and brought into the battle-ground 
of daily life—that is, where manhood is at 
stake, and selfishness, pride and greed 
tempt one—there it is that we are called 
to be full-orbed men. And when Jesus has 
been allowed to enter such a battle-ground, 
He has saved countless individuals. And 
that is unearned increment, 


Furthermore, the influence of Jesus has 
penetrated our social life. It is seen in 
the growing protest against war; in the 
rise of idealism in industry, and in the 
other complex relationships of life. ‘‘The 
proof of the spiritual supremacy of Jesus 
is not to be found in the number of those 
who call Him ‘Lord, Lord;’ ’’ but in the 
fact that principles and ideals to which He 
has given the highest and purest expres- 
sion, prove themselves the dominant forces 
in the life of men. And that is unearned 
increment. 


Even pagans believed that gratitude was 
the root of all virtue. 


Norristown, Pa. 


A THOUGHT OF THANKSGIVING 
is drawing 
cele- 


Another Thanksgiving Day 
near. Plans are under way for the 
bration of the day in the home and in the 
Church. It might be profitable if so-called 
Christian America prior to the festal oe- 
casion would meditate on the significance 
and purpose of the day. 


It will be a day of joy in the home— 
which is right and proper, with happy 
family reunions, with a recognition of 
blessings bestowed during the year, and, 
it may be a cherished grief over a hand 
that has vanished, a voice that now is 
still. 

It will be celebrated with private social 
mingling and public gatherings where 
recreational sports and other activities 
will appeal to those so minded. There is 
a place on Thanksgiving Day for this, and 
it is praiseworthy. 


The Churches, too, will attract a hand- 
ful of worshippers who, to be conventional 
or by reason of a sincere gratitude to God 
for His many mercies, will thus assemble 
themselves together. In the addresses and 
sermons on this coming Thursday we will 
be reminded of our boasted American 
ideals and our proud position in the family 
of nations and our great material pros- 
perity. 

But how little thought we will give, and 
how few allusions we will hear to the 
spiritual famine that stalks through the 
length and breadth of this land! How 
lightly we pass over the un-American and 
un-Christian principle of ‘‘100% Ameri- 
canism’’ that is eating into the vitals of 
our national life! 


How deaf our ears will be to the eries 
of hunger and misery coming up from the 
Near East, or China, or the persecuted, 
famine-stricken millions of Jewish people 
throughout Europe! 


May we not be as the Pharisee who 
“stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank Thee that I am not as other 
men are;’’ but God grant that Christian 
America may observe the day in the spirit 
of the publican, who, ‘‘standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, 
God, be merciful to me a sinner!’’—Bulle- 
tin of Second Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Elmer L. Coblentz, D. D., pastor. 


A Plan for Christian Education 


By the REV. ELMER R. HOKE, PH. D., President of Catawba College 


(In view of the weighty issues to be decided at General Synod, here is a thoughtful contribution which we advise 


From conversing with ministers in the 
Synods and elsewhere, from programs and 
addresses, from the buildings I have seen 
under construction, and from other signs 
of the times, it is evident that the Re- 
formed Church is facing rather clearly the 
realization that we are about to enter upon 
a new day, and that in the future our 
Church must have a more effective and 
thorough-going program of Christian edu- 
cation than we have had in the past. We 
have not done in the past what we ought 
to have done, and we are now beginning 
to make confession of these sins of omis- 
sion, and to give evidence of a genuine 
purpose to forsake them. The Church has 
a Board of Christian Education, and if I 
understand the spirit of the Church, means 
to strengthen and develop this agency as 
the strong arm of the Church for carry- 
ing on this all-important program. The 
writer wishes to offer a few suggestions 
as to how this Board should, in his judg- 
ment, be constituted in the future, and 
what work it should undertake, 


you to read carefully) 


In the first place, the Board of Chris- 
tian Education should be a Church board, 
not a board of representatives of our 
schools, colleges, and seminaries. As a 
representative of one of our institutions, 
I may be allowed to say that in my judg- 
ment no president, professor, trustee or 
employee of any of our schools, colleges, or 
seminaries, should be eligible for member- 
ship on this Board. It is quite all right 
that the schools, colleges, and seminaries 
should have their own organization for the 
discussion of their own problems. This 
organization we have, under the name of 
the Association of Schools, Colleges, and 
Seminaries of the Reformed Church. It is 
quite all right, too, that the Board of Chris- 
tian Education should eall into conference 
or invite to sit with it in an adivsory capa- 
city representatives of our denominational 
institutions. But such representatives 
should have no vote and no control. The 
Board of Christian Education should be 
a Board of the Church, not of the denomi- 
national institutions. 


From the things I have heard in private 
conversations with many ministers, I know 
that many of them feel that the Church 
‘‘should run the institutions rather than 
the institutions run the Church.’’ Some 
of them feel, too, that we have sometimes 
been in danger of the latter. The writer 
feels that a Church should control her in- 
stitutions, and see to it that they are con- 
ducted in such a way as to make a contri- 
bution to her program commensurate with 
the support which she gives them. A 
Church is entirely justified in withdrawing 
all support and denying all connection with 
an institution which is not conducted in 
harmony with her ideals and purposes. I 
do not mean to say that we have any such 
institutions in the Reformed Chureh to- 
day; but if we do not have now, we may 
have some day. The agency of the Church 
which should study the institutions in a 
friendly way and cooperate with them in 
every way possible, at the same time advis- 
ing them wherein they fall short, is the 
Board of Christian Education. Obviously 
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the Chureh should judge her institutions 
rather than that they should judge them- 
selves; and therefore, the Board through 
which the Church should keep in touch 
with her institutions in an effort to help 
them to make the contribution that God 
and the Church expect of them, should be 
a Board of the Church, constituted of min- 
isters and elders, rather than members of 
the institutions. I have full faith that such 
a Board of ministers and elders, selected 
by our General Synod, would prove to be a 
great blessing not only to our educational 
institutions, but to the whole Chureh. I 
feel sure that we at Catawba College need, 
and would welcome a survey of our work 
by such a Board, out of which would come 
their criticisms, suggestions, and help. I 
fetl sure that all of our institutions would 
welcome such a Board. 

There is a second reason why I feel that 
this Board should be constituted of minis- 
ters and elders, and not of representatives 
of institutions. I believe that such a 
Board will enjoy in a larger measure the 
confidence of the whole Church. One of 
my good friends said to me, with such force 


and emphasis: ‘‘The trouble with these 
college presidents is, they lie!’’ I con- 
fess that he was telling the truth. A 


representative of an institution presents 
to the Synods and to the Church such facts 
as he thinks will most forcilby show the 
need of support. If he needs two or three 
hundred thousand dollars, he knows from 
experience that he will not be believed at 
any rate, and that the only safe thing to 
do is to present a budget for a million, and 
then hope for the best. In all of this I 
think there is no reproach to the represen- 
tative of the institution. All honor to him 
for working for the advancement of the 
cause for which he is responsible under the 
present system, but for which he ought not 
to be responsible. The point is that his 
viewpoint is the viewpoint of the institu- 
tion, and naturally and properly enough, 
prejudiced by his nearness to and interest 
in the institution, whereas what the Church 
needs is the viewpoint of the Church. If 
that viewpoint were in control of a survey 
of the Church institutions, then I believe 
the statements of such a Board would be 
worthy of and would secure the full confi- 
dence of the Church. Our institutions are 
like the boy in the fable, who cried ‘‘ Wolf, 
wolf!’? just for a joke on the shepherd. 
If the wolf were really at the door of any 
one of our institutions, it is quite a ques- 
tion whether the institution could make 
the Church believe it. A Board of Chris- 
tian Education, properly constituted, 
would have a better chance of success. 
College executives are being made to 
carry a burden which is heavier than one 
man should carry, not in the matter of 
finance, but rather in the responsibility for 
conducting the life of the institution in 
the way that the Chureh would wish it to 
be conducted. The possibilities of service 
are so great, and the problems so difficult, 
that one may ask, ‘‘Who is sufficient for 
these things?’’ My own insufficiency is so 
painfully evident to me that I for one 


crave guidance and direction from the 
Church through her Board of Christian 
Education. 


Now what should be the work of a Board 
so constituted? 

1. This Board should have one depart- 
ment, under a secretary, which should give 
its attention to and assist in any way pos- 
sible in the whole program for religious 
education in the congregations: Sunday 
schools, vacation schools, week-day schools 
of religious education, teacher training 
work, ete. This department should be 
ready to give expert advice in the plan- 
ning of Church Schools. Have an archi- 
tect, but do not trust him too far! He 
may be interested chiefly in his six percent. 
Architects sometimes display an amazing 
ignorance of the things we have a right 
to expect them to know. The worst build- 
ing blunders I have seen resulted from fol- 
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lowing architects blindly. The builder who 
does not know what he wants, will not get 
it. This department should be able to give 
very valuable help to all of our congre- 
gations, not only in their building pro- 
grams, but in the whole program of relig- 
lous education. 

2. Publications should be another de- 
partment of the work of the Board of 
Christian Education. The Church should 
have one publishing house, and one publi- 
cation, which could of course be made even 
better than the excellent ones we now 
have. Putting the Chureh paper in the 


MINISTERS OF CHRIST (A Hymn 
written for Ministerial Relief 
Services) 


(Use tunes ‘‘Angel’s Story’? No. 389, 
or ‘‘ Aurelia’? No. 416, or ‘‘Mission- 
ary Hymn’? No. 528, New Hymnal) 


Dear Lord and blessed Saviour, 
Thou Shepherd of the sheep, 
Who by Thy life of service 
Didst tread the waters deep; 
Thy voice of sweet entreaty, 
In accents brave and bold, 
Thy under-shepherds calleth 
To service manifold. 


_Speak, Lord, Thy servant heareth, 
My hands and heart are Thine. 
Take, use me, pastor, shepherd— 
Fill me with grace divine. 
May all my years of serving 
Be glorified by Thee; 
Thy life and light reflecting, 
May men Thy image see. 


Speak, Lord, may we Thy people, 
Thy foot-prints ever see; 
In measured steps of service 
Thy servants tread for Thee. 
May they, Thy men anointed 
Thy sheep and lambs to guide, 
Be fed and clothed and sheltered 
Through day and eventide. 


Speak, Lord, and may we hear Thee, 
And from our store of good, 

In sacrificial service 
Show forth our brotherhood. 

Oh Church of Christ, awaken! 
The Master’s promise heed, 

‘Who feeds and clothes my servants, 
Shows love to Me, indeed.’’ 


—Ambrose M. Schmidt, 1928. 


congregational budget is a step in the right 
direction. JI suspect that if the General 
Synod would put one Church paper in the 
budget of the denomination, and send that 
paper into every Reformed Church home 
in the United States, we could build up a 
circulation of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand or more, and secure enough advertis- 
ing to pay for the cost of the project. 
Even if this is but a vain and foolish hope 
of one who knows nothing about the pub- 
lishing business, would it not still be true 
that a Church paper in every home would 
so open up the springs of our denomina- 
tional bnevolence that the cost of the proj- 
ect would be negligible? To venture an- 
other wild guess, it may be that we are 
now spending enough on several Church 
papers to produce one paper in sufficient 
number of copies to send it into every 
home. The first copy of a paper costs a 
great deal to produce. Additional copies 
cost only the paper, presswork, addressing, 
and second-class postage, all of which 
amounts to very little. 

3. I believe I should like to see Bene- 
ficiary Education taken over from the Sy- 
nods, and made the business of General 
Synod’s Board of Christian Education. 
This used to be the work of the Classes; 
now it is the work of the Synods. This 
is one step in the right direction. When 
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a minister is educated he is a minister of 
the whole Church, and may be called into 
any Synod or any Classis. Just as it was 
manifestly unfair that some Classes should 
educate many ministers at their own ex- 
pense, while other Classes educated very 
few, but used up very many, so alse the 
same thing is true as between the Synods. 

But there is a weightier reason why I 
think Beneficiary Education should be the 
affair of the General Synod. I think the 
Church needs to keep in closer touch with 
her students for the ministry than we are 
now doing. As it is now, we enroll them, 
give them their aid, and let them ‘‘Go to 
it.’? If they make good, well and good! 
But if not, then it is just too bad! There 
is no machinery for keeping in close touch 
with the beneficiary student, advising and 
helping him. Some of them have expressed 
their feeling of disappointment that the 
Church seemed to take so little interest in 
them. Would it not be worth while for 
some worker, under the Board of Christian 
Education, and under their auspices, to 
visit each institution and meet and confer 
as fully and as helpfully as possible with 
every candidate for the ministry once or 
twice each year? This could be done by 
General Synod’s Board better than by a 
committee of the district Synod. 

4. An important department of the 
work of the Board of Christian Education 
should relate to a denominational program 
for religious education through our acade- 
mies, colleges, and seminaries. In discus- 
sing what the constitution of the Board 
should be, I have already indicated my 
belief that the best interests both of the 
Chureh and the institutions require that 
these institutions be given the benefit, in 
an official way, of the criticisms, sugges- 
tions, advice, and support of the whole 
Chureh. I believe 
made that a sister denomination paid 
$25,000 for a survey of her institutions. 
It seems to me that our Board could se- 
cure as secretary of this department a per- 
son qualified to make such a survey and 
keep it perpetually up to date. I believe 
the Church should take hold of her respon- 
sibilities for the work that she should 
do through her institutions, and that her 
first step should be to find out the facts 
for herself. What the Church needs is 
not to find out what the institutions think 
of themselves, but what the facts of a 
scientific survey will reveal as to their 
condition and their work. 

I believe such a survey might tell us that 
we have too many colleges, but I doubt 
whether anything can be done to remedy 
this situation at this late date. I believe 
such a surevy might also tell us that we 
have too many seminaries, and that the 
three should be combined into one. I 
believe further that it is not too late in our 
history for this unfortunate situation to 
be remedied, provided we get started on 
the solution of the problem in the near 
future. I write as one who wishes to be 
regarded as a friend of each of our three 
seminaries—one who has the same good 
will for all, but I know the expensiveness 
of maintaining two factories to produce a 
volume of goods which could well be pro- 
duced in one. The analogy is not meant 
to be a method of calling our seminaries 
‘‘preacher factories,’’ but the same prin- 
ciple of business applies. Our overhead 
is too heavy for the volume of this depart- 
ment of our Church work. Our seminary 
professors lecture to classes of ten, whereas 
I believe their work would be not only as 
good, but actually better and more inspir- 
ing, if they might lecture to classes of 
thirty. Ten years ago I proposed in one 
of our Church papers, as a measure of 
economy in spending the Lord’s money, 
that we compose our differences, give up 
both our present English seminaries if 
necessary, and build a new one in a central 
location. I believe we can and should 
unite the forces of the entire denomination 
in conducting ONE Divinity School of such 


I heard a statement - 
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size and quality as would attract the atten- 
tion of all as an outstanding school of its 
Kind in this country. I suspect that the 
saving we would enjoy would be quite suffi- 
cient to enable such a school to take care 
of all financial needs of its students, re- 
lieving the Church entirely of the neces- 
sity of giving beneficiary aid to theologi- 
cal students. At any rate, such a problem 
as this could be handled more effectively 
and more wisely by such a Board, so consti- 
tuted, than by any agency that we now 
have in the Church. It may be impossible, 
for example, for such institutions to unite 


by their own efforts, but it is entirely pos- 
sible at the same time that the Church 
could, through her Board, make a success- 
ful effort to bring about a consummation 
so devoutly to be wished, 

Many of the views I have urged might 
not meet with favor either in the view of 
the Chureh or in the minds of such a 
Board. These are matters of detail, but 
the larger issue seems to me to be per- 
fectly clear, namely, that our Church has 
reached the point where we need a Board 
which shall, in the future, render a serivce 
in this field comparable to the serivees 


which the Church has rendered in the past 
through her Board of Missions. And to 
me it seems to be sufficiently clear also 
that no representative of any college, 
academy, or seminary, should be a mem- 
ber of the Board of Christian Education. 
What we do want is to do the work that 
Jesus has committed to our hands. Let a 
plan be devised for doing that work and 
I am sure that no one in our Church will 
be inclined to make a stand for his own 
pet theories or program. May His will be 
done in this matter at the next meeting 
of our General Synod! 


Rural Religion in Hunan Province, China 


BY MARY E, MYERS 


In Western Hunan, China, few women have bound their feet. 


This 


‘*freedom of footing’’ has cost the women something; a great deal of 


the hard work has fallen to them. 


Here are women and men working to- 


gether at the gregarious task of harvesting rice. 


In the history of the China Mission, Dr. 
Hoy gives the following experience upon 
entering our present mission field, in the 
district of Yochow City, Hunan Province: 

‘‘We walked through the edge of the 
town to the top of a hill nearby. A 
crowd of men, women and children 
gathered around us. They were friendly 
enough at first, but as soon as we showed 
our backs to return to the boat, they be- 
gan to revile us. Presently mud and stones 
were thrown at us. I was struck on the 
right leg and both shoulders. The nearer 
we got to the boat the noiser grew the 


rabble. Occasionally a voice would be 
lifted up shouting, ‘Kill the foreign 
devils.’ After we reached our boat, they 


continued to annoy us for some time. 
Finally an official came upon the scene 
- and scattered the crowd.’’ 


Many times missionaries receive such 
greetings when entering the place they 
hope to establish mission work. There 
was usually a Christian Chinese with the 
missionary who chided the mischievous 
children and curious crowds who followed 
them. They would often stop at a tea 
house, and while they sipped tea and ate 
watermelon seeds, the Christian Chinese 
introduced the missionary, and an evening 
meeting was arranged. Later a house was 
found for the missionary and family. A 
chapel was soon erected in which there 
was daily preaching and evangelistic ser- 
vices held. Then a small school for boys 
was opened, and as the missionary’s wife 
“became acquainted in the homes and had 
the confidence of the Chinese mothers, she 
was able to start a small school for girls. 

As time went on other missionaries 
came, larger buildings were erected and 
these tiny schools grew into boarding 
schools and colleges, The small group of 


inquirers who were carefully taught the 
Gospel of Christ, became valuable helpers 
and evangelists. In later years theological 
seminaries took the place of the inquirers’ 
classes, and the graduates were ordained 
as ministers. Bible schools for women 
were opened and a prescribed course given. 
These graduates helped fill the great need 
for Bible teachers for women in interior 
towns and villages. A small dispensary 
where sick people were treated and medi- 
cine was given, grew into a hospital. for 
men, women and children. There usually 
was, in connection with the hospital, a 
school of nursing from which a small class 
graduated each year. These graduates 
were required to pass the examination 
given by the Nurses’ Association of China 
and were then entitled to the national di- 
ploma for nurses. Many of these nurses 
are now holding responsible positions in 
various parts of China. Of course, these 
nurses were Christians and were eager to 
teach and preach for Christ, as well as 
soothe aching bodies. 

Thus, three departments naturally de- 
velop during the growth of a mission sta- 
tion, although the foundation of each de- 
partment is evangelistic. 

Each department is confronted by re- 
ligious problems equally difficult to solve. 
The evangelish who has a handful of Chris- 
tians in a rural district feels the lack of 
reverence in worship or during communion 
services. What often seems to us to be 
pathetic, to them is humorous and vice 
versa, A blind child feeling or stumbling 
its way down the aisle will cause laughter, 
while a chicken or cat about to ascend the 
steps to the pulpit will not attract atten- 
tion. There may be a son or daughter 
who has accepted Christ as his or her 
Saviour and longs to leave the heathen 


rites so long practiced in the home and 
temple, and join the band of Christians. 
Perhaps there are months or years of 
pleading and praying before this can be 
accomplished, The Chinese evangelist who 
is the rural pastor or perhaps is an assist- 
ant to the missionary, often becomes dis- 
couraged and needs encouragement which 
his stronger and more experienced brother 
can give him by frequent visits. 


The missionary interested in educational 
work is baffled by the extreme poverty 
which confronts him in the rural districts. 
Bright, eager boys come long distances to 
a school which he has opened. There is a 
Christian Chinese teacher and necessary 
school equipment, also Bibles and hymnals. 
Later in the year there is bad weather 
and the missionary finds that these boys 
are bringing their rice-fuel and cooking 
their noonday meal there at school. A 
later visit reveals the fact that they have . 
brought bedding and are sleeping in al- 


most any available sheltered spot. And 
lo, the day school, like Topsy—‘‘just 
growed’’ into a boarding school. Under 


the influence of their splendid, Christian 
teacher, most of these boys ‘‘just growed’? 
into sincere Christians. 


And what of the medical missionary who 
finds himself in a mass of teeming human- 
ity who know nothing about germs caus- 
ing diseases, but who think the idol has 
been offended when an epidemic of small- 
pox or cholera occurs. 


If a child is sick in the home, the mother 
will give its brother or sister a few coppers 
and send it to the temple. The priest will 
give it two triangular blocks and the child 
lights some sticks of incense and places 
them near the idol, then kneels and bows 
many times. The blocks are then tossed 
three times; the priest sees in what posi- 
tion they fall, then takes a slip of paper 
from a drawer, on which is written a pre- 
scription. The child takes this to the drug 
store. Along the side of the drug store 
there are plants and roots hanging to dry. 
There are also snake skins and insects 
waiting to be ground into powders. From 
here the medicine is taken to the sick one 
in the home. 


During an epidemic the idol is often 
taken from the temple, placed in a sedan 
chair and earried through the streets, 
followed by many priests and people with 
gongs, etc. The idol is supposed to have 
its sympathies touched by the suffering 
people. Or sometimes it is taken to the 
theatre and a performance given, hoping 
to appease anger and win the good will of 
the idol once again. 


What a glorious hope fills our souls as 
we reap the benefits of our institutions 
with their open doors, our hospitals, and 
our Churches; but what consolation does 
the temple filled with idols, and hills dotted 
with pagodas and shrines, bring to our 
brothers across the sea? 
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Rural Religious Problems in Central China 


REV. 


If you look up the religions of China in 
an encyclopedia, you will find mention of 
five: Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism, 
Lamaism, and Mohammedanism. But if 
you go back further still, you will find 
that from time immemorial China had two 
basic religions: object-worship and an- 
cestor-worship. These two _ religions, 
though they have done some things to help 
China, are nevertheless her chief religious 
problems. 

Object-worship is. something like this. 
Here, for example. is a rock. It is alive 
and grows, otherwise how do you account 
for the different sizes in rocks? It is in- 
telligent and can forecast the future, and 
if I could understand its language, I, too, 
could foretell things to come; it is trans- 
formable, that is, it may change itself into 
a snake or turtle or cloud, or man, or 
spirit, or anything at all at will; it is 
ethical, that is, it knows what is good and 
what is evil and may punish me if I do 
wrong; it is also a member of an organized 
kingdom, there being a king rock and sub- 
ordinate rocks, and similarly king moun- 
tains, king rivers, king clouds, king foxes, 
all having their respective subordinates. 
So in everything there is a spirit, good or 
evil, that must never be provoked and 
must repeatedly be reconciled. 


Consider how this belief is a problem in 
China. The people are afraid to mine coal; 
that would be tearing the bowels out of 
the earth dragon. They are afraid to do 
any experimenting with nature or invent 
anything that might disturb her spirits. 
In the city of Nanking a fellow missionary 
told me of this incident. A foreign (non- 
Chinese) company was putting up a tele- 
phone line. The Chinese walked up to the 
poles, heard the devils singing inside, and 
tore the line down. Finally the company 
had to station guards until the Chinese 
were convinced that this enterprise was not 
provoking the evil spirits. 

Here is another such incident. Just be- 
fore the Boxer Rebellion in 1900 a Belgian 
company was building a railroad in a 
western province. The track passed over 
a Chinese cemetery; the coolies revolted 
for fear of the spirits, and this set off the 
Boxer Rebellion. Of course, the under- 
lying cause of the Rebellion was foreign 
exploitation and aggression, but it was 
fear of the spirits that set the match to it 
all. 

The other basic religion of China, an- 
cestor-worship, is just as much of a prob- 
lem. It teaches that the dead. not only 
live, but are dependent on their offspring 
on earth for all things. If my father dies 
he passes into the spirit-world. I must 
keep him supplied with food, money, 
clothing, house, furniture, and servants, by 
regularly offering food before his ancestral 
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tablet in my home and by burning imita- 
tion paper money, paper clothing, paper 
houses, papér furniture and paper servants 
at his grave. If I fail, then my departed 
father will be unhappy and will work 
vengeance on me by bringing sickness or 
disaster upon my home, Note the bad 
effects of this religion on the people. 


It is a waste of money; so much money 
is spent for burning things at graves. It 
is a waste of land; for no grave dare ever 
be molested in China—and China has so 
many cemeteries that she is in need of 
farm land. It interferes with education. 
Only the Classics may be studied, and 
these deal only with the past. There are 
no learned elergy, no learned physicians, 
no learned lawyers, no learned scientists; 
for it would be disrespectful, even irreligi- 
ous, to study or innovate anything differ- 
ent from the past. Ancestor worship also 
interferes with social life. It makes for 
early marriages, because it is everybody’s 
concern to have an offspring as soon as 
possible to worship him after death. This 
makes for secondary wives and the low 
station of women. It also squelches the 
young people, because the eldest living 
member of the family has control over all 
the -younger members. A young man in 
China does not become his own master 
until his father has died, and even then 
he lives in constant fear of his departed 
parent. Ancestor-worship also creates 
family feuds. Families grow into large 
relationships with common ancestors. 
Sometimes’ the families clash, curse each 
other’s ancestors, and then set out to ex- 
terminate each other. Ancestor-worship 
hinders philanthropy. If a man is unfor- 


tunate, it is his family’s duty to care for 
him, If he has no relatives, that is his 
misfortune. There are no Old Folks’ 
Homes, or Orphans’ Homes, or hospitals 
(except a few of recent date). If you 
should pick up a wounded or sick man on 
the street and care for him, then you 
would be admitting that you are his rela- 
tive and would have to take care of him 
for life. Ancestor-worship also thwarts 
patriotism. The family comes first, and 
the nation afterwards. Thus this second 
basic religion of China—while it has kept 
the fifth commandment, ‘Honor thy father 
and thy mother,’’ and has brought the 
blessing of a long continued history in 
China—nevertheless has proved a serious 
obstacle to prosperity and progress. 


Then Rural China also has other religi- 
ous problems. There is her poverty; any 
many would have a difficult time believing 
in a Father God and brother man in the 
face of awful famine and its accompany- 
ing diseases. Another religious problem is 
ignorance. Ninety per cent of the popu- 
lace cannot read or write. How then can 
they read the Bible or hymns? Another 
problem is Russian propaganda, and here 
the illiterate farmer is particularly suscep- 
tible. Russians have been telling the Chi- 
nese that ‘‘the missionary teaches you to 
be meek and gentle and to return good for 
evil, so that the foreign countries they 
represent may eventually surprise China 
and overpower her.’’ But the greatest re- 
ligious need in China today is for prayer. 
Please, for China’s sake, for America’s 


sake, for your sake, for the Kingdom’s - 


sake, for His sake, pray faithfully for 
China, 


Religious News from Continental Europe 


BY PROFESSOR PHILIP VOLLMER, PH. D., D. D. 


Prof. Theodore von Zahn 90 Years Old 


Dr. Zahn observed recently his 90th 
birthday. He is still professor of N. J. 
exegesis at Bavarian University at Erlan- 
ger, a conservative Lutheran and a pro- 
lifie author. His great commentary on the 
New Testament and his monumental his- 
tory of the N. J. canon are well known 
among the scholarly pastors of the Protes- 
tant world. 


Two Popes Praise Hoover 


A letter which the late Pope Benedict 
XV wrote to Herbert Hoover, under date 
of Jan, 9, 1920, congratulating him on the 


results obtained by American relief work, 
was reprinted after the late election on the 
front page of the ‘‘Observatore Romano,’’ 
the semi-official organ of the Vatican. The 
paper also publishes what it characterizes 
as Mr. Hoover’s ‘‘handsome reply,’’ dated 
from Washington. The ‘‘Observatore’’ re- 
calls the meeting which the present Pope, 
Pius XI, while Nuncio in Poland, had with 
Mr. Hoover, saying that recently the Pope 
had shown several Polish dignitaries, who 
had presented to him a photograph album 
recording his stay in Warsaw, the picture 
of a military fete in which he, then Mon- 


signor Achille Ratti, was standing between 
Mr. Hoover and Marshal Pilsudski. 


Theological Liberalism in Holland 


Holland has 6,865,314 inhabitants, of 
which 2,444,583 are Roman Catholics, 
115,222 Jews, 534,724 ‘‘no-church people,’? 
while the rest are Protestants. The latter 
are divided as follows: Reformed State 
Church, 2,826,633; Walloons, 8,962; ‘‘Gere- 
formeerdin (striet Calvinists), 571,834; 
Christian Reformed, 49,908; Remonstrants 
(rationalists), 31,215; Lutherans, 102,516; 
Mennonites, 67,769; Old Catholics (Rome- 
free), 10,469; smaller sects, 101,479.—In 
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the Reformed State Church, which allows 
theological liberty, 408 of the 1,333 con- 
gregations, and 449 of the 7,623 pastors are 
classed as ‘‘liberal.’? 


The World Youth Peace Congress 


The World Congress of Youth for Peace, 
met recently in the quiet little village of 
Eerde in Holland and drew together 500 
youths from the ends of the earth, repre- 
senting 27 nations, to confer together on 
ways and means of establishing a warless 
world through their international coopera- 
tion. An American delegation of 80 at- 
tended the Congress. In answer to the 
‘question, ‘‘What can youth do toward the 
establishment of a warless world?’’, the 
American committee replies: 

‘*Governments are absolutely dependent 
upon youth to man the war-mehines. It 
is therefore no impertinence for youth to 
offer its resources for building a world of 
fellowship. In war times youth is hailed 
as ‘‘the savior of civilization.’? Older 
statesmen do not hint that youth is too 
immature to serve in that capacity. It is 
therefore the peculiar right of youth to 
raise the voice in protest against the de- 
structive conflicts of the old order, and to 
assert leadership in the movement for uni- 
versal co-operation.’’ (Fine!) 


A Course for German Pastors on Sports 


It is the German way to prepare ‘‘with 
thoroughness’’ for whatever he is expected 
to do in his calling. And so, in these times 
when sport enters many German congrega- 
tions, a ‘‘Course on the Sports of the 
Present Age’’ was held in September at 
Kassel for ministers of the Gospel. Some 
of the topies discussed were: the relation 
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of body and soul, the pastor’s attitude 
toward organizations for sport, ete. 


The Evangelical Social Congress 


The thirty-fifth annual meeting of the 
Evangelical Social congress was recently 
held at Dresden. The president of this 
year’s congress was Dr. Simons, the presi- 
dent of the German Supreme Court and 
also a member of the continuation commit- 
tee of the Conference on Life and Work. 
He set the tone of the entire meeting when 
in his opening address he spoke of the 
secret longing in the hearts of the work- 
men for real humanity and for the discoy- 
ery of its deepest sources. The subject 
which aroused most widespread interest 
was the discussion of the functions of the 
‘‘social pastor.’’ Dr. Herz, the general 
secretary of the congress, described in a 
masterly address the qualities which the 
clergyman needs to fulfill his duties in an 
industrial community. He must have a 
first-hand knowledge of the life of the 
workers in order to be able to judge inde- 
pendently and correctly their social prob- 
lems and needs. 


Anniversary of the Gustavus Adolphus 
Society 


This nation-wide society met this year 
in Freiburg (Baden) and was attended by 
several thousand members and friends. Its 
object is to assist small Protestant 
churches, located in the midst of a Catho- 
lie majority, in the erection of churches, 
parsonages and school buildings, to save 
them from extinction. There are to-day 
in Germany and Austria more than 3,000 
of such buildings, to which this ‘‘Gustav 
Adolfs Verein’’ has contributed. Its name 


is derived from the help which that fa- 
mous king of Sweden brought during the 
Thirty-Years’ War to the dying Protestant 
cause in Germany. What he did with the 
sword, this society aims to do with money, 
advice and sympathy. 

Would the Apostle Paul Be an Editor? 

The first international press conference 
was held at Cologne this fall. About 200 
men and women, from practically every 
country of the continent, together with 
representatives from Britain and _ the 
United States, took part in the discus- 
sions. The chief subjects of discussion 
were ‘‘God’s Call to the Press’’ and ‘‘ How 
Can the Religious Press Promote the Chris- 
tian Union Movement?’’ The central point 
of the conference was the great publie 
meeting attended by 3,000 people in the 
public hall of the Exhibition, presided over 
by Dr. Adolph Deissmann, when the chief 
speaker was Archbishop Soderblom of Up- 
sala. Dr. Deissmann said that if Paul and 
Tertullian came again to-day they would 
found papers. 


A Consecrated Swiss Layman Died 


Gustavus Ador died recently in Geneva, 
Switzerland. For years he was president 
of the Swiss republic, also president of the 
International Red Cross, and in 1914 it was 
he who suggested the plan by which the 
prisoners of war of the two sides could be 
exchanged with the least possible difficulty 
and harshness. He was a very devoted 
member of the Reformed Church. From 
his sickbed, a day before his death, he 
sent by his own hands a copy of the New 
Testament to a young girl in whose wel- 
fare he was interested. 


To God Through Nature 


By DR. HARVEY A. SURFACE, Professor of Nature Subjects, Susquehanna University 


What is the-testimony of the common 
natural objects about us, as to the previous 
and present existence of God? Many evi- 
dences exist in the ordinary objects and 
phenomena of nature about us. Let us 
first agree upon our conception of God. 
What relation has He held and does He 
hold to ‘‘this world of ours?’’? What has 
been and is His handiwork, and what are 
to be regarded as evidences of Him? 
Surely, if we believe anything of God we 
must agree that He is the designer, the 
planner, the maker of the universe and of 
all things therein, establishing laws by 
which nature and man, as a part of God’s 
nature and plan, move forward, progres- 
sively and harmoniously. : 

If we can find in God’s handiwork, evi- 
dences of His skill or plans, surely we have 
as much justification in saying that this 
earth is the product of His planning and 
making as in saying that a house is the 
product of the architect and builder, a 
poem that of the writer, or a picture that 
of the painter, 

The Testimony of the Inorganic World 


If we should observe markers placed at 
regular intervals along our route, we would 
be rightly forced to the conclusion that 
they had been placed there through the 
action of an intelligent mind. Why not be 
as logical and fair in our studies of nature? 
The sister planets of our own planetary 
and solar system are so definitely placed in 
reference to their distances from the sun 
and from one another that none has a 
variation of five per cent from that fixed 
position and distance allotted by a fixed 
law, discovered by Bode and known as 
Bode’s law. Please note that this law was 
not known until its discovery by Bode, but 
like the radio currents now in common use, 
they have existed from the beginning, 
waiting for man to discover ‘what hath 
God wrought.’’ These laws are a part of 


the great universe, like other great laws of 
physies and chemistry, upon which it was 
founded,—as the Law of Gravitation, dis- 
covered by Newton, etc. The last named 
person did not make the Law of Gravita- 
tion. He merely discovered and proved the 
existence of a great law that God had es- 
tablished as a part of this great Plan and 
had been using for eons of time previous to 
its discovery by man. One of the most 
impressive facts in nature is that the 
heavenly bodies are not scattered through 
the heavens in a miscellaneous manner, as 
one would scatter pebbles on the ground, 


ONE WOMAN’S THANKSGIVING 


For me no costly jewels shine; 

No splendor that is truly mine 

Except the richness of the day, 

The beauty of the common way, 

For sparkling eyes around my board, 
I thank Thee, Lord! 


For me no viands spiced and rare, 
No glossy linens spreading fair. 

But there’s a banquet of the mind 
Which satisfies the soul, I find. 

For joyful hours good friends afford, 
I thank Thee, Lord! 


For me no duties of high worth, 

For me the trifling tasks of earth. 
But babies held against the breast 
Bring fullest joy, and peace, and rest. 
For all those moments of accord, 

I thank Thee, Lord! 


For me the hearth and the delight 

Of home lamps shining through the night. 
But many hearts by woe dismayed 

Are warmed beside the fire we laid. 

For precious memories I hoard, 

I thank Thee, Lord! 


—Anne Campbell, in Phila, Bulletin. 


but that each is definitely placed: Another 
is that while most are in motion and some 
(the sun or fixed stars) stand still, yet 
there is no conflict. In their gyrations 
they obey infinite laws, and all is well. 


Again, the spectroscope shows that all 
of the self-luminous bodies of the heavens 
are composed of the same elements and 
materials. This indicates a unity of the 
entire universe, such as could be expected 
only by one God planning and making all. 
The harmony of the movements of the 
planets in the solar system, of the other 
heavenly bodies in the stellar system, the 
regularity of their positions in their re- 
spective distances from the sun, their unity 
of composition, the uniformity of rotation 
on their axes and of their revolution about 
the sun, their harmony in inelination of 
their axes to the plane of the ecliptic, the 
conformity of their great orbits to a ecom- 
mon plane,—all these and more show con- 
clusively the presence, action and product 
of such a Master Planner and Master Cre- 
ator that they must be the product 
of that great forward-looking Spirit of the 
Universe, whose name we breathe in the 
hallowed name of ‘‘God.’’ 


Let us look at some of the common minor 
objects of the inorganie world. Pick up ~ 
a quartz erystal. They are abundant in 
sandstone regions. Everyone has six sides 
and is capped with six triangular faces, 
will scratch glass easily, does not effer- 
vesce under acid, is not readily soluble, 
does not contribute to soil fertility, and in- 
dicates crystallization (by the hexagonal 
system only) from solution in hot water. 
In all these features it obeys laws more in- 
exorable than those of ‘‘the Meads and 
every specimen of quartz crystal must 
agree in detail, whether found in the Silu- 
Persians,’’ with which every atom and 
rian Age or in the Age of Man, and ‘‘from 
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Greenland’s icy mountains to India’s coral also a perfect cube. Grind it to powder in relationships as we shall show exist in the 

strands. ’’ a mortar with a pestle, and examine it organic world, cannot be attributed to 
Now let us go to a limestone quarry and under a microscope. It will be seen that ‘‘evolution’’ any more than can the same 

in that white vein indicating a fissure be- each fragment remains a cube, true to the kinds of laws in the inorganic world, where 


tween the rocks, find some crystals of lime 
or cale spar. All agree in their obedience 
to certain natural laws. They are too soft 
to seratch glass; they effervesce readily 
under acid; they are rhombodial and have 
but four sides (and two ends) instead of 
six as in the quartz crystals; they are 
formed by precipitation from cold 
water instead of from hot; they are 
soluble in cold water with acid, break down 
fairly readily and form the most fertile 
of soils. What a difference! 

Now examine a piece of lead ore or gale- 
nite. It is a perfect cube. Break it to 
pieces and observe that each fragment is 


Law of Cubic Crystallization. The laws 
governing the kind of crystallization of 
different materials are so definite and char- 
acteristic of kind that they are used con- 
stantly in the precise determination of 
minerals. 

The origin and structure of every rock 
or mineral are governed by definite laws, 
just as surely as are those of any organism 
(plant or animal). While in the organic 
world one might say, ‘‘This is the result 
of evolution,’’ such claim cannot be made 
for the existence of laws and the obedi- 
ence thereto in the inorganic world, and 
therefore the existence of such laws and 


The Humanity of God 


there is and has been no life, and the prin- 
ciple of ‘‘evolution’’ cannot therefore en- 
ter, 

There must be a reason for the relation- 
ship of things as seen in the very interest- 
ing study of nature. This is expressed by 
Stillingsfleet as follows: 


‘*Bach rock, each moss, 
Each crawling insect in the dust 
Hold a rank important in the Plans 
Of Him Who fram’d their being; 
Holds a rank, which, lost, 
Would break the chain and leave behind 
A gap that Nature’s self would rue.’’ 


By John Wright Buckham, D. D., New York: Harper & Brothers 


Those who have already had the privi- 
lege of feeling the impact of Dr. Buck- 
ham’s mind with the stimulation that 
nearly always results therefrom will wel- 
come this new volume from his pen. For 
while Dr. Buckham, like most writers, 
sometimes becomes a purveyor of the ob- 
vious, he is never dull or tiresome. The 
main stream of his thought expands con- 
tinually through the contributions of a 
large variety of tributaries which have 
their sources in his wide knowledge and 
rich experience. Occasionally this leads to 
a diseursiveness in method that may annoy 
a small percentage of his readers, but on 
the whole, he has the art of sustaining the 
interest even when his treatment of his 
subject is lacking in what Matthew Arnold 
called ‘‘the requisite wholeness of good 
tissue. ’’ 


This book was prepared in part as a 
series of lectures for the Divinity School 
of Doshisha University. The author, being 
unable to visit Japan, dedicated his volume 
to his friends in that country with the 
hope that it may ‘‘help in promoting those 
friendly relations between truth seekers in 
the two countries which mean so much 
and which have sprung, one may well be- 
lieve, from a common spiritual kinship to 
One God and Father of all.’’ 


Perhaps no better introduction can be 
offered to the reader than to mention the 
headings of some of the seventeen chap- 
ters: Can the modern mind retain the be- 
lief in God as Father?; Fatherhood re- 
vealed through Sonship; Natural science 
and the Divine Fatherhood; the problem of 
suffering and death; the problem of Provi- 
dence; human brotherhood; the fulfilment 
of the faiths. Upon each of these subjects 
and the other themes which he discusses, 
Dr, Buckham has much to say that is sug- 
gestive. The book is essentially an apolo- 
yvetic for a theistic view of the universe 
and more particularly for the Christian 
view. It resolves many of the secondary 
difficulties which beset the man of modern 
outlook in his quest for readjustment in a 
changing world. Needless to say, Dr. 
Buckham is not dogmatic in his method 
and tries to take full account of the new 
light thrown by science upon the questions 
with which he deals and the consequent 
modification of inherited doctrines which 
this new light demands. Without doubt 
the author’s argument will be of assistance 
to the reader who is seeking for reasons to 
sustain his faith, but it is questionable 
whether it will be convincing to those 
whose doubts are deeper. In a day when 
not only our most sacred convictions, but 
also our intellectual processes are being 
examined and often found to be lacking 
respectively in the solidity of their foun- 


Reviewed by J. A. MACCALLUM, D. D. 


I have studied the question of 
what Prohibition has done for the 
United States and I tell you there is 
no use denying it—nothing half as 
valuable as Prohibition has come to 
America in the last generation.—Dr. 
Wilfred T. Grenfell. 


dations and in integrity, it is not enough 
to promote the claims of Christ in rhetori- 
cal terms. Every Christian will agree with 
Dr. Buckham that Christ ‘‘is the consum- 
mate flower of human faith, the Prophet 


THE SUFFICING BIBLE 
(Bible Sunday on Dec. 9) 
By Amos R. Wells 


When I am tired, the Bible is my 
bed, 

Or in the dark the Bible is my 
light. 

When I am hungry, it is vital bread, 

Or fearful, it is armor for the 


fight. 

When I am sick, ’tis healing medi- 
cine, 

Or lonely, thronging friends I find 
therein. 


If I would work, the Bible is my 
tool, 
Or play, it is a harp of happy 
sound. 
If I am ignorant, it is my school; 
If I am sinking, it is solid ground; 
If I am cold, the Bible is my fire, 
And it is wings if bodily I aspire. 


Should I be lost, the Bible is my 
guide, 
Or naked, it is raiment rich and 
warm. 
Am I imprisoned, it is ranges wide, 
Or tempest-tossed, a shelter from 
the storm. 
Would I adventure, 
sea, 
Or would I rest, it is a flowery lea. 


tis a gallant 


Does gloom oppress? The Bible is 
my sun, 

Or ugliness? It is a garden fair. 
Am I athirst? How cool its currents 

run! 

Or stifled? What a vivifying air! 
Since thus thou givest thyself to me, 
How should I give myself, great 

Book, to thee? —Ex. 


. 


of prophets, the perfect Avatar, the final 
Buddha, the Open Secret of Creation, the 
purest Revelation of 


the God who framed 
Mankind to be one mighty family, 
Himself our Father, and the world our 
Home.’’ 


Such language as this, into which, it 
must be said in fairness, the author rarely 
falls, would be perfectly proper in a de- 
votional study for the use of the Woman’s 
Missionary Society, but it is equally out 
of place in a volume which aims to give a 
‘‘thorough and comprehensive discussion 
and interpretation’’ of the Divine Father- 
hood, to use the author’s own statement of 
his purpose. 

One can also wish that Dr. Buckham had 
distinguished more clearly between theo- 
retical and practical Christianity. In in- 
sisting that the Fatherhood of God is a 
distinctive Christian doctrine, he has tend- 
ed to ignore a multitude of dark facts in 
the history of the Christian Church and 
the Christian community which nullify 
that beautiful theory in practice. It is not 
a sufficient answer to suggest as he does 
that these sinister facts have ‘‘misrepre- 
sented true Christianity.’’ Surely the 
Moslem and the Jew have the same right 
to fall back upon the ideal. After all is 
said that can be said in extenuation of the 
failure of Christendom to be Christian, the 
apologist must bear in mind that his argu- 
ment will fall flat with those he is seeking 
most to persuade, unless and until it can 
be presented in the cogent terms of su- 
perior human character, ‘‘By their fruits 
ye shall know them,’’ applies as much to 
Christianity as compared with other faiths 
as it does in the appraisal of the worth of 
individuals. Dr. Buckham makes many 
radiant affirmations about the finality of 
Christianity, but too often rests his case 
upon the beauty of his words rather than 
upon a eritical examination of the real 
character of our Christian civilization. 


It is only fair, however, to say that Dr. 
Buckham is one of the least of sinners 
among apologists in this respect. His tend- 
ency to panegyric is due to this thorough- 
going loyalty to Christ which naturally ob- 
scures his recognition of the full weight 
that can be made by a non-Christian of the 
evil elements in our civilization, 


Yet in the face of every critical word 
that can be said about ‘‘The Humanity of 
God,’’ it remains an able book, well 
worthy of a place in the library of every 
student of religion. Preachers especially 
will find it rich in suggestion, wide in the 
range of perspectives it opens, and stimu- 
lating to their creative powers. 
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cA Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Sea) 


If Christ Came—? 


It is many years since the late W. T. 
Stead, after a visit to America, sent re- 
sounding throughout Christendom the 
question, ‘‘If Christ Came to Chicago??? 
Now the ‘‘Daily News’’ has raised the 
question, ‘‘If Christ Came to London?’’ 
and has printed answers from representa- 
tive people. Their chief significance is the 
proof they give that Jesus Christ is the 
most potent influence among men today. 
The writers are unanimous that the hope 
of the world lies in Him, or nowhere. Most 
of them either call for the application of 
His teaching, or advance reasons why it 
has not been or could not be more com- 
pletely followed. A very remarkable fea- 
ture of the symposium are the utterances 
of laymen, several of whom come to closer 
grips with the main issues than the clerics. 
The contribution by Mr. Angus Watson, 
founder and chairman of the great food 
products firm which bears his name, justi- 
fies the ‘‘Daily News’’ description of it 
as probably the most remarkable article 
ever penned by a British business man. He 
thinks Christ would ask why we endeavor 
to formulate a systematic statement of 
faith when so many of the dominant fac- 
tors in life are beyond intellectual presen- 
tation. Further: ‘‘He would not under- 
stand how any of His followers would be 
willing to accept a superabundance of per- 
sonal riches for self-gratification, if they 
ever walked down the Thames Embank- 
ment after nightfall, and saw the pitiful 
tidal waves of human derelicts that were 
washed up there.’’ Mr. Robert Blatchford 
—soldier, journalist, Socialist, skeptic, and 
now spiritualist—dwells on the infinite 
compassion of Jesus. He is confident that 
the wise and pitiful Christ would under- 
sand His hard-pressed brothers and sisters, 
‘‘would sympathize with them and love 
them, and would not lay upon them burd- 
ens greater than they could bear.’’ Nota- 
ble is the comment of Mr. Horace Thoro- 
good, formerly Literary Editor of the 
*<Star,’’? now on the staff of the ‘‘Even- 
ing Standard.’’ ‘‘Would not a more per- 
tinent and valuable discussion be one based 
on the subject, ‘‘If London came to Christ? 
How much more electrical would be the 
effect if we proclaimed Christ’s very pres- 
ence, and urged that it was for London to 
come to Christ, not for Christ to come to 
London. The coming of Christ to London 
would work the revolution for which all 
good men yearn.’’ Hopefully he concludes: 
‘‘Tondon is coming to Christ in the way it 
has always been coming, and the only way 
it ever can come—slowly and partially. 
The light upon its face grows, and if you 
cannot see it, why, then, you are among 
those who have not ‘come’—for that is 
Christ.’’ 


The American Peace Proposal 


The movement in support of the Cool- 
idge-Kellogg proposal for the renunciation 
of war as an instrument of national policy, 
which has been steadily growing in 
Britain, has received impetus from the 
Congress on Anglo-American Relations 
convened by the National Council for the 
Prevention of War, held in Westminster, 
July 6-7, and from the presence in Eng- 
land of the Rev. Dr. Charles Clayton Mor- 
rison, Editor of the ‘‘Christian Century.’’ 
The most influential men in the country 
have either expressed sympathy with the 
proposed Peace Pact or are actively sup- 
porting it. They include the Prime Minis- 
ter, the Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
describes the American proposals as the 
most remarkable ever made in the history 
of civilization, the Colonial - Secretary 
(Mr. Amery), Lords Parmoor Cecil, Astor, 
Iddesleigh and Oliver, the Bishop of Lon- 
don, the Dean of Canterbury, Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald, Mr, J. R. Clynes, Sir Herbert 
Samuel, Sir Henry Lunn, Mr. Wickham 
Steed, the Chief Rabbi, and all the Free 
Church leaders. All the British speakers 
at the Congress—in which Professor Will- 
iam Hull (Swarthmore College, U. S. A.), 
Mr. Raymond Buell (Research Director, 
Foreign Policy Association, U. 8. A.), Pro- 
fessor Dixon Ryan Fox (Columbia Uni- 
versity, U. S. A.), Dr. Sherwood Eddy 
(National Council, American Y. M. C. A.), 
and Mr, Allen Raymond (‘‘New York 
Times’’), took part—united in demanding 
immediate signature of the Pact without 
hesitation or qualification. A resolution 
to this effect was passed with enthusiasm 
at a great public meeting held in the 
Central Hall, Westminster. Dr. Morrison 
was entertained at luncheon at Hotel Cecil 
and also at the House of Commons, where 
he addressed an assembly of Members of 
Parliament. In proposing the toast of the 
guest Lord Cecil said the reply of the peo- 
ple of England to the American note was 
not in any doubt; they were not merely 
warm but enthusiastic in favor of the idea. 
But, he added, we cannot take away war 
unless we put something in its place; there 
must be machinery for arbitration, dis- 
armament, and perhaps some provision for 
the punishment of peace-breakers. 
Morrison, in his reply, said he was an un- 
repentant supporter of the decision of the 
U. S. A. to keep out of the League of Na- 
tions, but after the signing of the Pact 
the whole question would have to be re- 
opened, and he could not see how America 
could then remain outside. Crowded con- 
gregations are attending Dr, Morrison’s 
four Friday mid-day addresses ia St. Mar- 
tin-in-the-Fields, in which with great force 
he is advocating and expounding to sym- 
pathetic hearers, the scheme for the out- 
lawry of war. He is also speaking in a 


Dr. 


number of provincial cities and broadeast- 
ing. Never were the British people so 
hopeful as they are now of the final ex- 
tinction of the curse of war. 


British Congregationalist Pilgrims 


The 1,200 British Congregationalists 
have returned in jubilant mood from their 
Pilgrimage to the haunts and shrines of 
the Pilgrim Fathers in America, and loud 
in their praise of their hospitable recep- 
tion. ‘‘The whole tour has been a triumph 
in every respect,’’ writes the editor of 
the ‘Christian World.’’ ‘‘America fairly 
rose to this great Pilgrimage and the 
fruits will be everlasting,’’ declares the 
Rev. Albert Sleep, who organized the trip. 
““The whole tone of the visit,’’ he adds, 
‘‘has made for international peace, and I 
know that as a result of our visit there 
will be understanding minds and hearts re- 
garding America in 1,200 British homes.’’ 
‘“The reception we met with was over- 
whelming,’’ says Dr. S. M. Berry, the 
leader of the Pilgrimage, ‘‘and the gist 
of our message to the American people was 
that we are prepared to co-operate with 
them in anything that will help to secure 
world peace.’? The Rev. Dorothy Wilson, 
assistant minister at Carr’s Lane Church, 
Birmingham, says, ‘‘The Americans simply 
could not do too much for us.’’? Dr. J. D. 
Jones, reviewing the tour, confesses that 
words fail to speak of the kindness of the 
American hosts. ‘‘Who that shared in the 
experiences will ever forget the visit to 
beautiful Lexington, and the perfectly 
wonderful day we had at New Plymouth, 
the gracious hospitality of the Bostonians, 
and that immense banquet at New York 
on the Friday evening when as Dr. Berry 
said, there was magic in the air and a 
great thrill of emotion passed through the 
2,000 assembled guests? These things will 
be preserved for ever in the treasure-house 
of memory. But the Americans said that 
we had done them good. They were glad 
to have us in their homes. And the prepa- 
rations for our coming united the Congre- 
gational forces together as they had never 
been united before. The Americans were 
almost overwhelmingly generous in the 
appreciation of the good done by the visit, 
but even after discounting American kind- 
ness, I think it is simply true that our 
visit did leave a blessing behind, and this 
it certainly did, it laid bonds of friendship 
between English and American Congrega- 
tionalists such as no International Council 
ever succeeded in doing. And it will 
probably have the effect of making the 
next International the most representative 
of the series. We shall certainly wish by 
the warmth of our weleome to the Ameri- 
can delegates to show our gratitude for 
the extraordinary kindness they showed to 
us pilgrims.’’ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ss. E. M, C. 


By Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. _ 

These letters sound almost like the sig- 
nal of a play in football. We are very 
fond of putting big ideas into short words 
or letters. S. O. S. has a startling meaning. 
C. O. P. E, C. stands for so much, especially 
in England. 8S. E. M. C. is a slogan at 
this time for the Reformed Church. The 
letters stand for Simultaneous Every Mem- 


ber Canvass. This is to be put on the 
latter part of November. 

S stands for Save the Situation through 
Systematic Service. Wherever such a can- 
vass is put on the financial situation in the 
congregation is readily met. It is a syste- 
matic way of doing the Lord’s business. 

E stands for Enlist Each and Every one, 
The canvass proposes to challenge every 
member of every congregation, and to do 
this throughout the Church at one and the 


same time. This guarantees success. It 
serves to arouse the interest and enlist the 
effort of every member of the Church, 
which in itself is tremendously significant. 

M stands for Motive and Method is 
raising Money. The Every Member Can- 
vass is the best method thus far applied in 
raising money for congregational and be- 
nevolent purposes... It likewise puts mo- 
tive back of method, which assures success. 

C stands for Cooperative Congregational 
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Consecration. ‘The canvass is more than a 
solicitation for funds. It is a fresh chal- 
lenge to renewed consecration to the Church 
and all the causes which it espouses. To 
do this unitedly, cooperatively, at one and 
the same time is the purpose of the Simul- 
taneous Every Member Canvass to be put 
on the last week of November. 


HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
Memory Hymn for December 


Hark! the herald angels sing, 
‘*Glory to the new-born Kings ac 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
‘‘Joyful, all ye nations ’rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ the Lord is born to-day.’ ”’ 


Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die; 
Born to raise the sons of earth; 
Born to give them second birth. 


Hail the heavenly Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Come, Desire of nations, come! 

Fix in us Thy humble home; 

O to all Thyself impart, 

Formed in each believing heart. 


—Charles Wesley, 1743. 


Arr. from Mendelssohn, 1840, 
By William H. Cummings, 1850. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Rev. D. W. Bicksler from Loysburg, Pa., 
to Littlestown, Pa. 

Rev. H. J. Hillegass from Leacock, Pa., 
to R. D.-No. 5; Lancaster, Pa. 

Rev. Walter D. Mehrling from Potts- 
town, Pa., to 1624 West North St., Bethle- 
hem, Pa. 

Rev. Victor Steinberg from Marietta, 
Pa., to Martinsburg, Pa. 

Rev. G, V. Walker from Jennerstown, 
Pa., to Germano, Ohio. 


The Butler, Pa., ‘‘Hagle,’’? of Nov. 8, 
contains a good sermonette by the Rev. 
Dr. J. H. String, of Zelienople, Pa. 

The Biblical Seminary, in New York, 
has an enrollment of 133, of whom 70 are 
men and 63 women, with 23 denominations 
represented. 

Rev. D. W. Bicksler, of Loysburg, Pa., 
has aecepted a call from the St. James 
Oharge at Littletown, Pa., and expects to 
begin his new work Dee. 1. 

On Armistice Day, Sunday, Dr. Vollmer, 
of Palmyra, N. J., preached in the Re- 
formed Church at Elmhurst, L. I., of which 
Rev. M. Qual is pastor. 

Rey. J. E, Gindlesberger, of Boswell, 
Pa., a Baptist minister, has been elected 
pastor of the Willis Creek Charge, Somer- 
set Classis, 

Next week we issue the annual Book 
Number of the ‘‘Messenger’’ with its 
usual Book Contest Letters and other spe- 
cial features. 

Rev. Dr, Harry N. Bassler, of Wilkins- 
burg, Pa., delivered the Armistice Day 
address in Lebanon, Pa. He was warmly 
weleomed by many of his old ‘‘boys’’ 
among whom he served as Chaplain in 
Franee 10 years ago. 

Armistice Day was marked by impres- 
sive services in St. Stephen’s Church, Leba- 
non, Pa., Rev. Pierce E. Swope, pastor. 
A cash offering of $1,160 for the Church 
Debt was lifted. 


Prof. Herbert H. Wernecke, of Central 
Theological Seminary, Dayton, O., spoke 
Nov. 18 in Trinity Church, Canton, O., 
Dr. H. Nevin Kerst, pastor, on ‘‘ Religious 
Edueation for Church, Home and Com- 
munity.’’ The annual Thankoffering ser- 
vice in Trinity Church will be held Sunday 
evening, Nov. 265. 

Mr. William H. Delseit, of Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., was married to Miss Estella E. Dunlop, 
also of Wilkes-Barre, at Wapwallopen, by 
the Rev. E. W. Stonebraker, on Oct, 18. 


Their many friends extend hearty ¢con- 
gratulations. Mr. Delseit is one of the 
foremost business men of the city of 


Wilkes-Barre. 

Invitations have heen issued by Rev. Dr. 
and Mrs. Henry Nevin Kerst, of Trinity 
Church, Canton, O., for the marriage of 
their daughter, Miss Dorothy Kerst, to 
Mr. Walter Frederick Davis, on Saturday, 
Dec. 1, at 6:30 o’elock, in Trinity Church. 
Our best wishes go with these splendid 
young people. 

In Zion’s Church, Greenville, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. Paul J. Dundore, pastor, a most inspir- 
ing Armistice Day program was rendered 
on Nov. 11. The address was on ‘‘The 
Significance of the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier.’’ Novy. 25 will be Loyalty Sunday 
and is set apart for the Every-Member 
Canvass. 

In St. Mark’s Church, Allentown, Pa., 
Rev. CO. D. Kressley, pastor, the Every- 
Member Canvass will be conducted during 
the week of Nov. 25. The C. EH. Society 
has received a beautiful Bible as a gift 
from Messrs. C. J. Yeakel and Paul E. 
Reed. The October meeting of the Ladies’ 
Aid was delightfully entertained in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Horace Bergenstock 
at Mountainville. 


The Cedar Crest College Club of Phila- 
delphia held its monthly meeting in 
Schwenksville, Pa., Nov. 7, and was de- 
lightfully entertained by Mrs. Frank Fell 
and Mrs. William Bromer at the .Spring 
Mountain House. After an enjoyable 
luncheon the regular business was trans- 
acted and after a rising vote of thanks 
the meeting adjourned. There were 32 
present. 


The dedication of the magnificent new 
Church School building of Emmanuel 
Church, Hazleton, Pa., Dr. S. E. Stofflett, 
pastor, J. Lloyd Snyder, supt., will take 
place Nov. 25-80. The dedicatory sermon 
on Sunday morning, Nov. 25, will he 
preached by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, of 


Phila. At the rally and reception for 
young people at 6.30 P, M., Mrs. Snyder 
will preside and Rev. F. D, Wentzel will 
give the address. At the evening service 
the pastor will preside and addresses will 
be given by Rey. Alfred N. Sayres and 
F. D. Wentzel. 

The Woman’s Missionary Society and 
Girls’ Guild of Trinity Church, Thurmont, 
Md., Dr. P, E. Heimer, pastor, held their 
Thank-Offering Service on Sunday even- 
ing, October 28th. A very interesting and 
appropriate program was rendered under 
the direction of Mrs. B. B. Dotterer, Presi- 
dent, and Mrs. H. D. Beachley, Chairman 
of the Program Committee, of the W. M. P. 
The feature of the service was an address 
on ‘‘Mental Attitude,’’ given by Miss 
Alliene DeChant, of Hanover, Pa. The 
address was illustrated with quite a eol- 
lection of curios brought by Miss De Chant 
from Japan, 


The 60th anniversary of St. Paul’s, West- 
minster, Md., was celebrated Nov. 18, Dr. 
Paul 8S. Leinbach, Editor of the ‘‘Megsen- 
ger,’’ preaching in the morning, and the 
pastor, the Rev. John N, Garner, in the 
evening, The attendance and _ interest 
were most gratifying. In these 60 years 
this forward-looking congregation has 
been served by the following pastors: 
Revs. W. C. Cremer, Jno. G. Noss, A. 8. 
Weber, Calvin 8. Slagle, Chalmers W. 
Walck and John N. Garner, the latter be- 
ginning his work in Dee., 1924. 


The pastorate of Rev. Walter D. Mehr- 
ling at St. John’s Church, Pottstown, Pa., 
and St. Paul’s, Stowe, which began March 
19, 1924, came to a close Nov. 14. The 
members of the congregations were exceed- 
ingly gracious. Each Church presented 
a purse of $60, the Stowe choir gave 11 
pieces of fine china, the St. John’s Ladies’ 
Aid presented Mrs. Mehrling with a linen 
luncheon set, interwoven with hearts, and 
Myrna Fry presented Jjanne with a beauti- 
ful ivory set. The records show 151 addi- 
tions, 76 baptisms, 11 marriages and 49 
funerals during the pastorate of Rev, Mr. 
Mehrling. 

Elder H. E. Paisley, of Trinity Church, 
Phila., was the speaker at the Father and 
Son Banquet in Grace Church, Allentown, 
Pa., Rev. R. S. Weiler, pastor, on Nov. 13. 
Nov. 18 was known as Loyalty Sunday in 
Grace Chureh and Novy. 25 will be Visita- 
tion Sunday. At the Brotherhood meeting, 
Nov. 12, Mr. Paul Kramer, of the Y. M. 
C. A., was the speaker. On Nov. 7 the 


for a paper like the “Messenger.” 


leader. 


loyalty. 


CHURCH PAPER DAY—1928 


The “Messenger” is proud of its constant readers. 
a host of them, but the number should increase. 


The “Messenger” shares the experience of other Church Papers 
—It depends largely upon the Pastors for its circulation. 


There are 


Subscriptions are basic in providing the main source of revenue 


The purpose of Church Paper Day is to keep alive the interest | 
of the friends of the paper in regularly renewing their own subscrip- ' 
tions and sending in new subscriptions. 


Securing subscriptions for the “Messenger” might well become 
a congregational privilege, but the Pastor will always be the logical 


We want to thank the many Pastors who have given the “Mes- 
senger” their constant support through the years. 


Our Pastors have been loyal, and we ask them to continue that 


- We have no other way to carry on our work. 


NOVEMBER 22, 1928. | 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


| 


W. M. 8. began a School of Missions, to 
continue 15 weeks. Many complimentary 
words were spoken about the eloquent ad- 
dresses by Mr. Geo. W, Waidner, Circula- 
tion Manager of ‘‘The Messenger,’’ at the 
Rally Day services. 

The regular meeting of the Reformed 
S. 8. Superintendent’s Association will be 
held in Bethlehem Church, Blair and Nor- 
ris Streets, Phila. (half a block west of 
Frankford Ave.), on Monday evening, Nov. 
26, at-8 o’clock. The speaker will be 
Rev. Fred D. Wentzel, Secretary of the 
Leadership Training Department. His sub- 
ject will be: ‘‘Leadership Training, Vaca- 
tion Schools and Summer Camps,’’ illus- 
trated by moving pictures. He will bring 
a timely and worthwhile message. There 
will be special music, special singing and 
a social hour. Every School should be 
represented by a large delegation of Sun- 
day School workers. 

St. John’s (Hill) Church, near Potts- 
town, Pa., Rev. W. E. Horstmeier, pastor, 
recently observed the feast of Harvest 
Home. At this time 18 members were 
added, of whom 15, 5 daughters and 10 
sons of the congregation, were admitted 
through consecration and confirmation, 
and 3 adults were received by re-profes- 
sion. The ages of those confirmed range 
between 15 and 19. This congregation has 
an interesting historical background and 
is one of the oldest in the Reformed 
Church, dating back to 1741. A substan- 
tial benevolent offering was laid upon the 
altar. 4 

St. John’s Church, Johnstown, Pa., Rev. 
J. Harvey Mickley, D. D., held its second 
Cash Rally for a fund for an Educational 
Building, Oct. 28th. The Hon. Emory L. 
Coblentz, LL. D., Vice President of Gen- 
eral Synod, delivered a timely and excel- 
lent address at 10:30 A. M. on ‘‘My Com- 
munity and My Church.’’? An offering 
amounting to $4,381 was laid upon the his- 
toric altar of the first Church, which sur- 
vived the flood and was located about a 
week later in Sandyvale cemetery, four 
squares south of the Church. The amount 
was counted and indicated to the inter- 
ested congregation by a large thermome- 
ter in 22 minutes. The fund is now $10,500 
and is invested at 59%. The offering was 
very good, considering the financial depres- 
sion. 


Rey, Oliver K. Maurer, pastor of St. 
John’s Church, Red Lion, Pa., and_his 
family were pleasantly surprised on Nov. 
4, when, just as the morning service was 
about to begin, the greater part of the Lin- 
field, Pa., C. E. Society entered the Church, 
having driven more than 80 miles through 
a heavy rain to visit their former pastor 
and his family. Needless to say, the visit 


was greatly appreciated by the Maurers. 


St. John’s Church was the scene of a spe- 
cial Armistice Day service in the evening 
of Nov. 11. ‘The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, the American Legion, and the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary attended the service 
in a body. Between 300 and 350 people 
were present, and Rev, Mr. Maurer preach- 
ed a stirring sermon on the subject, 
‘¢Preedom’s Call.’’? A bugler opened and 
closed the service. 

Miss Hilda Marie*Lichty, the daughter 
of Dr, and Mrs. Bruce Lichty, of Meyers- 
dale, Pa., and Mr. Harry Hostetler, son of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. John C, Hostetler, 
were united in marriage on Nov. 9 by the 
Rey. Blanchard Allan Black, pastor of 
Amity Church. The bride was given in 
marriage by her father who, during the 
World War, ranked as a Captain in the 
Medical Corps of the Army in France. The 
bride was attended by her niece, Miss Mar- 
garet Becker, of Rockford, Til. Mrs. Hos- 
tetler is a graduate of Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College and taught quite success- 
fully for several terms in the Berlin and 
Meyersdale schools. Mr. Hostetler, a 
World War veteran, is connected with a 


large manufacturing company. Upon their - 


return from an automobile trip in Canada, 
Mr. and Mrs, Hostetler will reside on 
Beachley St., Meyersdale. 

St. Peter’s Church of the Mahoning 
Charge, Rev. F. D. Slifer, pastor, will be 
eompletely renovated as a Colonial Church. 
The first building was erected in 1845; 
in 1881 the second building, which serves 
as the present Church, was erected. Both 
buildings were frame structures. The reno- 
vated edifice will provide for departmental 
work in the Chureh School, facilities for 
social activities, and a beautifu} auditor- 
ium for worship. The outside will be beau- 
tified by a brick veneer, and a tower will 
be added. The cornerstone of the tower 
was laid on Sunday afternoon, Noy. 11, at 
a combined Lutheran and Reformed ser- 
vice. Rev. R. 8S. Weiler, pastor of Grace 
Church, Allentown, Pa., was the guest 
speaker of the Reformed congregation, and 
Rey. Dr. James Lambert, pastor of the 
Lutheran Church in Catasaqua, was the 
guest speaker of the Lutheran congrega- 
tion. 

In the Church at Somerset, Pa., Rev. 
George L. Roth, pastor, Armistice Day 
was duly celebrated. A service prepared 
by ‘‘The Christian Century’’ of Chicago, 
was employed for the occasion. The under- 
lying sentiment was the renunciation of 
war and the maintenance of peace among 
the nations of the world. Hymns, prayers, 
readings and pastor’s address all harmon- 
ized, One of the features was the reading, 
by the pastor, of the preamble to the 
Covenant of Peace signed by the represen- 
tatives of 15 leading nations and adhered 
to by 45 others, and the reading, by the 
congregation, of the articles of Peace. The 
congregation praised God and rejoiced in 
this treaty and expressed the ardent hope 
that the United States Senate would heart- 
ily ratify it. The Senate sometimes is 
more governed by selfish politics than by 
true patriotism and love of mankind. 
However, in this case it will most likely 
respond to the longings and prayers of the 
people of the country. 


In First Church, Hamburg, Pa., Rev. 
Dallas R. Krebs, pastor, the program of 
fall activities shows an active congrega- 
tion. Harvest Home services were held 
Sept. 16; offering of $342 above the regu- 
lar Duplex envelopes was lifted for paint- 
ing of exterior of Church and repairing 
the roof. Holy Communion was observed 
Oct. 7; 335 communed and 4 new members 
were received. Oct 14 was Rally Day. 
Father and Son Week was held Nov. 12-18. 
At the banquet there was an increase of 
45% in attendance. Dr. E, S. Noll, of 
Schuylkill Haven, gave the address. The 
consistory voted the pastor an increase of 
$200 a year in salary. Since the beginning 
of the present pastorate the benevolences 
are paid regularly each month, The quota 
for Catawba College was subscribed in 
full, $537.42, and $400 has been paid. Min- 
isterial Relief Sunday will be observed 
with Rey. William J. Muir as the speaker. 
Following Ministerial Relief Sunday the 
congregation will be canvassed and it is 
hoped that the quota will be reached. 


The Ministerial Band of Catawba Col- 
lege is composed of 25 young men who are 
the pre-ministerial students at Catawba. 
This organization meets the second and the 
fourth Thursday of each month, at 6:45 
P. M. The meetings are conducted by 
different members of the group. These 
young men are ever ready to give their 
services to those whom they may help. 
Mr. Kendall Schoffner and Mr. Edward T. 
Plitt, both members of the society, have 
conducted prayer services in the Reformed 
Chureh of Salisbury. Several trips have 
been made to the County Prison, in the 
vicinity of Salisbury, where the young men 
have held services for the prisoners. On 
Sunday evening, Nov. 11, the Ministerial 
Band conducted the evening service in 
the Reformed Church of Salisbury. The 
following members took part im the pro- 


gram: Messrs. Nevin Stamm, Nelson 
Brown, Guernon Moore, Hubert Deal, Clair 
Rhodes, Huitt R. Carpenter, Kendall 
Schoffner, Edward TT. Plitt. An active 
part in the work is being taken by each 
member of the society, and many “things 
are expected to be accomplished during 
the ensuing year. 


Karmel Church, West Phila., Pa., Rev. 
W. G. Weiss, pastor, observed 3 red letter 
Sundays in succession. Reformation Day 
was celebrated morning and evening. At 
the evening service a delegation of Fern- 
wood Lodge No. 548, F. & A. M., and 
various other patriotic organizations were 
present, and the pastor gave a history of 
the Reformation, taking for his text 
““Serve God and Him only.’? On Noy. 4 
the pastor took for his theme, ‘‘ Christian 
Citizenship.’? Armistice Sunday was ob- 
served and the pastor spoke on ‘‘ World 
Peace.’’? During the service the 43 young 
men who had gone from this Church to 
answer their country’s call were remem- 
bered in prayers, and the memory of the 3 
young men who lost their lives on Flanders 
Field were not forgotten. Large audiences 
were present at all these services, many 
being forced to stand, and judging from 
the many telephone calls and letters re- 
ceived, these timely services made a last- 
ing impression. The choir rendered special 
music at all services. 


Home Mission Day was observed in the 
4 Churches of the Shrewsbury Charge, 
Pa., Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on Oct. 28 
and Nov. 4, The programs of the Board 
were used. On Noy. 11 and 18 Ministerial 
Relief Day was observed. On Noy. 8, 28 
of the 29 members of the Joint Consistory 
were present at the Consistorial Confer- 
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ence held in Trinity Church, York, On 
Nov. 11, in the evening, the young people 
of Bethany Chureh impressively gave the 
pageant, ‘‘Christ in Ameriea,’’ before a 
capacity audience. On Sunday evening, 
Noy. 18, a sacred musical was given in St. 
Paul’s Church, Shrewsbury. Among the 


artists were Miss Violet Mitzell, lyrie so- 
prano, and Maurice Staley, baritone, both 
members of the Civic Opera Company, 
York. Miss Mitzell is pursuing her musi- 
eal training under Mrs. Elizabeth Good 
Flaigg, of York. She will make her ‘first 
public appearance before a York audience 


in the near future, as well as take part in 


the presentation of the ‘‘Bohemian Girl?’ 
in February. 


East Pennsylvania Classis held its fall 
meeting in Mt. Carmel, Penna., Monday, 
October 29th. The entire forenoon was 
given to a conference under the direction 
of the Ways and Means Committee of 
Classis. This Committee had arranged a 
program for the discussion of three sub- 
jects, viz., Missions, Evangelism and Ste- 
wardship. Three-quarters of an hour was 
given to each topic. Each subject was 
opened by one appointed by the Commit- 
tee, after which there was a conference. 
The persons appointed to open the discus- 
sions were Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, D. D., 
Field Secretary of the Board of Home 
Missions; Rey. C, A. Huyette, Millersburg, 
Penna., and Rev. Hesser C. Ruhl, Pillow, 
Penna. After the discussions there was a 
devotional period in charge of Dr. ©. B. 
Schneder. The afternoon session opened 
with a devotional period of half an hour, 
after which Classis went into a business 
session at which time a few items of busi- 
ness were disposed of. All the pastors of 
Classis were in attendance. Each charge 
was represented by a layman, It was a 
real mountain-top experience. 


Dr. Elmer E. Wible 


Dr. E. E. Wible is Chairman of the Build- 
ing Committee of the fine new First Church 
of Homestead, Pa., a picture and descrip- 


tion of which appeared in last week’s 
‘“Messenger.’’ Dr, Wible, together with 
Dr. Adam P. Fogleman, served as the 


first elders of this congregation, and he 
has been a faithful leader in this work 
ever since. Dr. Wible’s offices are in the 
Diamond Bank Building, Pittsburgh. 


Representatives of the Sunday Schools 
of Zelienople and vicinity have organized 
a Teachers’ Training School. Upon the 
return of Rey, Dr. J. H. String, who had 
been attending the sessions at the Wash- 
ington County Institute, he was asked to 
be the dean, and Mrs. String was asked to 
be the instructor of ‘‘The Study of the 
Child.’’ As St. Peter’s Church, re-built 
last year, has an ideal equipment for S. S. 
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work and is eredited with having all de- 
partments in separate quarters for ser- 
vices, it was requested that St. Peter’s 
Chureh grant the use of their conveniences 
for this training school. Rev. R, A. Luh- 
man, of Grace Church, Harmony, teaches 
‘‘Barly Adolescence;’’ Rev. Dr. C. N. 
Moore, of the Presbyterian Church, 
‘‘Training in Worship;’’ and Rey. Dr. A. 
M. Allbeck. of the Lutheran Church, has 
the class in ‘‘Principles of Teaching.’’ 
54 persons from 10 sehools are enrolled 
for the 10 weeks course. Under the guid- 
ance of Mrs. String a similar school was 
carried on last year; this one this year 
came from a desire among the workers 
themselves. 

In St, Peter’s Church, Apple Creek, O., 
Rev. Harry F. J. Uberroth, pastor, Rally 
Day was observed Sept. 23 with 206 pres- 
ent; offering, $80, at the Chureh School 
service. A pageant, ‘‘Loyal Ever,’’ was 
presented. On Sept. 29 the pastor preached 
the funeral sermon at the service held for 
the late Mrs. Viola Shuey, the devoted 
wife of the Rev. Dr. D. B. Shuey. On 
Oct. 7 Dr. Henry Gekeler, Editor of ‘‘The 
Christian World,’’ brought the Harvest 
Home message and assisted the pastor in 
the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, At 
the afternoon Home Coming service mes- 
sages were brought by Revs. J. W. Cleland, 
A. W. Wright, Dr. Henry Gekeler and Con- 
gressman John McSweeny, of Wooster. The 
pastor was the Chapel speaker in the local 
High School on Oct. 17. Reformation Sun- 
day was observed. Home Mission Day was 
held Nov. 4. On Nov. 11, 5 participated 
in the 4th Annual Prince of Peace Decla- 
mation Contest promoted by the Ohio Coun- 
cil of Churches. The winner of the bronze 
medal was George Lehman and the alter- 
nate, Florence Matty. The pastor was 
elected secretary of the Wayne Co, Minis- 
terial Association, composed of 75 members, 
He continues as President of the Apple 
Creek Association. 


In Zion Church, York, Pa., Rev. J. Kern 
McKee, D. D., pastor, the 13th Anniversary 
of the completion of the new Church Plant 
was observed on Oct. 28. Rev. E. HE. 
Kresge, Ph. D., of Lancaster, Pa., was the 
guest preacher for the day. Two fine and 
impressive sermons were delivered to large 
audiences. In connection with this service 
the new ‘‘Hope Memorial Parsonage’’ was 
impressively consecrated and dedicated at 
the morning worship. Surrounded by the 
large audience, the pastor used a special 
service, prepared by him for this occasion. 
The parsonage is a gift to Zion Reformed 
congregation from Mr. Jacob M. Hoke, in 
loving memory of the Hoke family. A 
bronze tablet is placed on the building 
marking the gift and bearing the name of 
the donor. It is built of red colonial brick, 


with white stone trimmings in conformity 
It is commo- 


to the Chureh architecture. 


dious and complete in every respect, with 
modern conveniences. In several weeks 
the pastor and his family will occupy the 
new home, which is situated next to the 
Chureh building. The new address will 
be 104 W. Lafayette St. The Church lot 
has been graded around the parsonage and 
beautified. A fine brick garage was erected 
for the pastor’s automobile. In every re- 
spect the new home is _ convenient. 
On October 14th Holy Communion was 
celebrated. The attendance was large and 
the worshipful spirit was deep and abiding, 
Two new members were received in the 
Church by letter. The offerings at all 
these services were fine. The work for 
the year is opening up in fine shape and it 
promises to be a successful season. This 
Church is interested and is taking part in 
all the movements for the advancement of 
the kingdom among men in our city and 
elsewhere. 

In Hough Ave. Church, Cleveland, O., 
Rev. A. V. Vondersmith, pastor, Home- 
Coming services were observed Oct. 28. 
Rev. J. Grant Walter, a former pastor, 
preached the morning sermon and in the 
evening addresses were made by Revs. 
Rollin Goodfellow, O. G. King and J. Grant 
Walter, all former pastors. A letter from 
Rev. O. G. Herbrecht, a former pastor, was 
read by Mr. L. D. Martin. Special music 
was rendered. Judge Florence E. Allen, 
of the Supreme Court of Ohio, was the 
guest speaker at the morning service on 
November 4. Her subject was, ‘‘The One 
Thing the World Needs Most.’’ Rev, A. 
Blackmore, of Erie, Pa., was the preacher 
at the morning service Nov. 11. Home Mis- 
sion Day will be observed Nov. 25, and Dr. 
William F. DeLong will be the speaker both 
morning and evening. The annual congre- 
gational meeting and dinner was held Fri- 
day evening, Nov. 16. Reports showed a 
fine increase. Rev. J. P. Alden, President 
of the North East Ohio Classis, was the 
speaker at the Conference Workers’ dinner 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 21. Dr, H. Nevin 
Kerst, Canton, O., was the speaker at the 
re-opening of the new classrooms and din- 
ing room on Oct. 17. A fine supper was 
served by the W. M.S. The pastor is giv- 
ing a series of sermons on Christian Ste- 
wardship on the subjects: ‘‘The Steward- 
ship of Life,’’? ‘‘A Stewardship of the 
Gospel,’’ ‘‘Stewardship of Possessions,’’ 
‘“«Stewardship of Time,’’ and ‘‘Five Tests 
of Life.’’ 

The Fall Communion services in the 4 
Churehes of the Mt. Zion Charge, York, 
Pa., Rev, Clark W. Heller, pastor, were 
very largely attended. 30 were received 
into membership, and the offerings were 
liberal. At Salem Church, Jacobus, 20 
were confirmed. Rey. Dr. John C, Bow- 
man preached the Communion sermon and 
Rey. Paul I. Kuntz, who had charge of 
the catechetical class for the most part, 


The beautiful and convenient Hoke Memorial Parsonage of Zion Church, York, Pa., 
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addressed the catechumens. It was the 
largest Communion and surely one of the 
most inspiring services ever held in the 
Church. From Feb. 13 until Sept. 1, Rev. 
Mr. Kuntz, former pastor of Bethany 
Chureh, Butler, Pa., carried on the work 
most acceptably. During September he 
and the pastor worked together and on 
Oct, 1 the pastor again assumed the work 
alone, after his long illness. During the 
last Classical year the charge, after 7 
deaths and 3 dismissals, had a net gain 
in membership of 30. This is the largest 
net gain of any of the 17 charges of Zion 
Classis. The charge was one of the first 
to contribute its quota towards the auto- 
mobile for our missionary, Rev. I. G. Nace. 
The Starview S. 8. has recently elected as 
its superintendent, Mr. William I. Ehr- 
hart. Under his efficient leadership the 
School is rapidly growing. Elder M. B. 
Heiland, of the Mt. Zion congregation, a 
delegate to the World’s S, S. Convention 
in Los Angeles, addressed the School at 
Jacobus Noy. 18, and will address the 
Juickels School on Dec. 9. On Nov. 25 Dr. 
J. W. Meminger will preach at Mt. Zion in 
the morning and at Starview in the even- 
ing. 

The special services in St. John’s Church, 
Lewisburg, Pa., Rev, H. H. Rupp, pastor, 
in connection with the 25th anniversary 
of the dedication of the present Church 
building, and the re-consecration of the 
newly-renovated Sunday School building, 
were carried out according to the program, 
and were most interesting to all in attend- 
ance. The addresses by Miss Alliene De- 
Chant, Dr. Casselman, Rey. John Lentz and 
Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, were all of a high 
order, and delighted the people. On Fri- 
day evening, Nov. 2, when the reception 
was given to those who were members 25 
years ago and are still on the membership 
roll, 103 in number, Miss Clara Butler, one 
of the 103, celebrated her 80th birthday 
by singing the hymn, ‘‘I Need Thee Every 
Hour,’’ and by wearing on her dress a 
mantle that was part of the wedding dress 
worn by Hanna Wentz on the occasion of 
her marriage to Rev. John George Alsentz, 
in the old Wentz Church, in Montgomery 
Co,, more than 162 years ago. Miss Butler 
is a descendent of the Wentz family, and 
the mantle has been in the possession of 
her family all these years. The roll-call 
at the reception also revealed the fact 
that ‘‘Uncle’’ William W. Brown has been 
a member of the congregation for 75 years, 
and Elder Geo, H. Wagner for 70 years. 
The Armistice Day service was in charge 
of the congregational committee on Inter- 
national Friendship and Good-Will, Prof. 
A. D. Miller presided, Miss Alice Brown 
read an appropriate poem, and Prof. Chas. 
F. Dewire presented the matter of the 
World Court and secured the adoption by 
the congregation of a petition to Senator 
Reed looking to the adoption of the Gillett 
Resolution now pending in the U. S. Sen- 
ate. The congregation also pledged itself 
to stand back of every effort to secure 
world peace through justice amongst the 
nations. 


A GREAT CONFERENCE AT BUFFALO 


The Interdenominational Conference on 
Missions, Peace and Brotherhood, held at 
Buffalo, New York, from November 8 to 
11, was of a high order and will result in 
far-reaching influences. There were pres- 
ent 110 men and women, representing 14 
different Boards of Foreign Missions. Our 
own Church had 9 missionaries with the 
Secretary and Mrs. Bartholomew in at- 
tendance. It is seldom that our local pas- 
tors and members are so actively identified 
with union movements as were our minis- 
ters and members at Buffalo, They did 
everything they could to make their visit- 
ors feel that they were welcome, and they 
took a lively interest in the general meet- 
ings and especially those held for the Re- 
formed group. 

Many of the leading missionary work- 


[* 


ers were present, among them Dr. Robert 
4. Speer, Kev. J. Stanley Jones, Rey. Fran- 
cis J. McConnell, D. D., Dr. Newton C, 
Dubbs, Rev. Milton T. Stauffer, and Rev. 
Dr. William B. Anderson. 

All the meetings were well attended. 
Special Armistice Day services were held 
in the Buffalo Consistory with thousands 
in attendance, A laymen’s luncheon was 
given to 250 men, with addresses by Dr. 
William P, Shell, and Mr. Fred Ramsey, of 
Cleveland, the new national Y. M. C. A. 
Secretary, who succeeds Dr. John R. Mott. 

Three important Reformed group meet- 
ings were held. The luncheon on Friday 
at the Y. M. C. A., the woman’s meeting on 
Saturday and the mass meeting in Zion 
Church on Sunday evening, at which time 
Dr. Bartholomew, Mrs, Edwin A, Beck and 
Rey. W. Carl Nugent made addresses, The 
service was in charge of Rev. B. R. Heller, 
who was the representative of our Church 
on the Denominational Committee. On 
Sunday morning all the Reformed pulpits 
were occupied by our missionaries, and 
several of them spoke in other Churches 
during the day. The participating mission- 
aries were Rev. and Mrs. I. G. Nace, Rev. 
W. Carl Nugent, Mr. and Mrs, R, M. Fis- 
inger, Miss Mildred Bailey, Mrs. Edwin A, 
Beck, Miss Alliene S. DeChant and Rev. 
Paul V. Taylor. 

It is difficult to appraise the value of 
such a conference. We believe that the 
greatest good will come to the young peo- 
ple who met at the same time, in separate 
gatherings with great audiences. One night 
there were 1,200 present. There can be 
no doubt that at least 5,000 people were 
brought under the spell of the Conference, 
and that untold blessings will follow. Such 
addresses as those of Dr, Charles W. Gil- 
key, Dr. Stanley Jones, Dr. Fred W, Nor- 
wood, and others will leave an abiding im- 
pression on the people of Buffalo, No 
greater spiritual benefit could come to any 
city than to experience the riches of such 
a Conference. 

—Allen R. Bartholomew. 


THE CHURCH PROGRAM 

The mission of the Church is to ‘‘seek 
to save the lost,’’ build strong, Christian 
character, and hasten the coming of God’s 
Kingdom on earth. In doing this the 
Church must depend upon the Holy Spirit 
for power. The members must pray as if 
everything depended upon God, and en- 
thusiastically work as if everything de- 
pended upon them. The task is fourfold: 

1. Evangelism—Every member should at 
least win one soul to Chirst and the Church 
during the year. He should be a winner 
of souls wherever and whenever the oppor- 
tunity is presented. Evangelism is the 
foundation of the Church, and must be 
first in our program. 

2. Missionary—Christ came to save the 
world. Every Church member should be 
interested in the evangelization of the 
whole world. Every family of Central 
Church should take and read at least one 
of our Church papers, and be intelligent 
missionry ‘‘Reformed.’’ Every member 
should contribute to the missionary work 
of our denomination. 

3. Religious. Education—The Educa- 
tional Program of the Church must occupy 
its right place in the life of Central 
Chureh. The Chureh School, the Young 
People’s Organizations, and Missionary So- 
cieties, must and should give special em- 
phasis to this work. The aim will be to 
make intelligent Church members and de- 
velop strong Christian character, The 
Chureh School of Central Church with its 
various departments offers an opportunity 
for everyone to do his share in this im- 
portant work. 

4. Social Service—The Church will en- 
deavor to apply the teachings of Jesus in 
every sphere of life through committees co- 
operating with the various social service 
organizations of the city. 

Immediate Tasks 
In earrying out our Church Program, 


there are some tasks that call for immedi- 
ate attention: 

1. Stewardship—The dedication of time, 
thought, talents and money, in sacrificial, 
loyal, faithful service .to Christ and the 
Church is absolutely essential to a true 
Christian life. 

2. Financial Support—We do not assess 
our members, but we earnestly urge every- 
one to contribute cheerfully and regularly 
to the support of the Church and for the 
spread of the Gospel to all nations. 

3. Prayer and Power—Prayer is the 
Christian’s method for securing power. 
‘“But ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you.’’ 

4, Personal Responsibility—The greatest 
need of every Church is to have each mem- 
ber accept individual responsibility. Each 
one needs to fully feel that this is ‘‘MY 
CHURCH.’’—Dr, W. W. Rowe, in Bulletin 
of Central Church, Dayton, O. 


‘“‘A GREAT SAYING’’ 

The address of the President of the 
British Association for the Advancement 
of Science, Sir William Bragg, on ‘‘ Crafts- 
manship and Science,’’ delivered at Glas- 
gow on September 5, closed on a religious 
note: ‘‘Long ago it was said in terms 
which in their comprehensiveness include 
all the aspirations of the searcher after 
knowledge: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul and with all thy strength;’ and ‘Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ In the 
old story every listener, from whatever 
country he came, Parthians and Medes, 
Cretans and Arabians, heard the message 
in his own tongue. A great saying speaks 
to every man in the language which he 
understands. To the students of science 
the words mean that he is to put his whole 
heart into his work, believing that in some 
way which he cannot fully comprehend it 
is all worth while, and that every strain- 
ing to understand his surroundings is right 
and good; and further, that in that way 
he can learn to be of use to his fellow 
man.’’ 


[Catawba College and Its Goal 


Every good college that is not a member 
of its regional accrediting association is 
seeking to attain that goal, The highest 
honor that can come to Catawba College, 
in the way of accrediation, is to be admit- 
ted as a member of the Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools of the South- 
ern States, 

Catawba College has been accredited by 
the North Carolina Conference of Colleges 
as an institution of A grade, which means 
that her graduates will have their credits 
recognized in full by the Department of 
Public Instruction of the State of North 
Carolina. 

The Southern Association has also recog- 
nized the College to the extent that gradu- 
ates of the institution may teach in any of 
the .secondary schools of the Southern 
States. 

The real GOAL, however, toward which 
we have been always looking and striving, 
is that of being admitted to FULL MEM- 
BERSHIP in the Southern Association. 


What This Goal Will Mean 


The attaining of this goal will mean that 
a graduate of Catawba College can secure 
a certificate to teach in the publie schools 
of any State in the Union. It will mean, 
also, that his college diploma and credits 
will be recognized by every graduate 
school, hoth in America and in foreign 
countries. In short, it will mean that a 
diploma from Catawba College will be 
recognized upon the same basis as that of 
any other standard college. A further 
consequence will be that young people will 
be more anxious to come, and parents more 
willing to send them to Catawba College, 
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after such recognition has been received. 
This will be a great help in building up a 
bigger and better college, and will be a 
matter for pride and rejoicing both for 
the Salisbury and Rowan County ¢om- 
munity and for the entire Reformed 


Church. 
Five Years of Progress 

The absolute necessity for attaining this 
soal was clearly seen five years ago. To 
meet the financial requirements three dif- 
ferent campaigns were planned and carried 
out to a successful conclusion, so far as the 
securing of subscriptions is concerned, 
These campaigns were as follows: The 
Reformed Chureh in North Carolina $150,- 
000, oversubscribed; the Reformed Church 
outside of North Carolina $200,000, over- 
subscribed; the Salisbury and Rowan 
Campaign $150,000, oversubscribed, The 
cards used in these campaigns 


In addition to these campaigns special 
oifts were received, chief of which were 
the gift of Zartman Hall, valued at $46,000, 
from the Woman’s Missionary Society of 
the General Synod, $25,000 from Mr. B. N. 
Duke, and a legacy of $15,000 from Rev. 
A. K. Kline, held in trust for the College. 
Also, at Salisbury, a building, grounds and 
equipment, worth perhaps $300,000, were 
given the College at a nominal cost of 
about $43,000. ; 

While giving attention to financial mat- 
ters, the College has not been unmindful of 
scholarship needs. In the three years since 
her re-opening at Salisburv a strong 
faculty has been assembled and the College 
is doing work which from the standpoint 
of scholarship ranks very high. A letter 
from the Chairman of the Commission of 
the Southern Association says that ‘‘Ca- 
tawba College was found to be far above 
the average.’’ 

The Present Situation 


Upon the basis of scholastic requirements 
Catawba College is assured of admission to 
the Southern Association. But a little 
more needs to be done to meet the financial 
requirements. Standard No. 9 of the 
Southern Association reads as follows: 

‘<The College should have an endow- 
ment of not less than $500,000.’? How- 
ever, a few years ago the rule was amend- 
ed to allow the accrediting of a Church 
college with only $300,000 endowment, pro- 
vided it received from the Church annual 
appropriations equal to the interest on the 
remaining $200,000. (State, or tax sup- 
ported institutions are accredited without 
any endowment.) 

Catawba College has an income from the 
Classis of North Carolina, the Potomac 
Synod and the General Synod, which covers 
the required income from $200,000. The 
net endowment of the College is approxi- 
mately $287,000. It will be seen, therefore, 
that at the present the College is short of 
the goal only about $13,000. This is only 
a small part of the outstanding subscrip- 
tions which are due. CAN AND WILL 
THE FRIENDS OF THE COLLEGE PAY 
THIS SMALL AMOUNT WITHIN THE 
NEXT TWO WEEKS? We think there is 
no question about it. But we must act 
quickly. The Southern Association meets 
at Fort Worth, Texas, on Dec. 4. The 
President of the College will leave for this 
meeting on Dec. 1, and the best interests 
of the College require, and the will of all 
friends of the College demands, that he 
go with a report that $13,000 has been paid 
in, so that the GOAL may be reached. 


Outside of North Carolina 


Subseribers to the Endowment Fund out- 
side of North Carolina are invited to make 
such payments as may be possible before 
Dec, 1, sending funds directly to the Col- 


lege. Rev. Milton Whitener has been se- 
cured by the Finance Committee of the 
Board of Trustees to serve as Endowment 
Secretary of the College. He will be glad 
to give any information desired to those 
who may ask it, and also render such as- 
sistance as may be possible. We are in 
sight of the GOAL. Our friends will help 
us to reach it. Send all subscription pay- 
ments and all correspondence to Rev. Mil- 
ton Whitener, Endowment Secretary, Ca- 
tawba College, Salisbury, N. C. 


PRESBYTERIAN COMITY AGREE- 
MENTS 


It is evident from many communications 
which come to ‘‘The Presbyterian Ad- 
vance’’ and from reports of aetions taken 
by our own Church and sister Churches 
that, in spite of much publicity some years 
ago, there are many ministers and laymen 
of the various Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches who are wholly unaware of the 
principles of comity which have been offi- 
cially adopted by these bodies, and which 
are supposed to be followed wherever these 
different Presbyterian denominations come 
in contact or overlap. This fact was 
brought out with emphasis at the recent 
meeting of the Synod of Tennessee where 
it became apparent that ministers who are 
no longer young and who might be expect- 
ed to be well informed on the subject were 
actually without knowledge. That its min- 
isters might be better informed, the Synod 
instructed that the principal agreements 
concerning matters of comity be printed 
in its minutes and, prompted by this sen- 
siblé action, we publish those agreements, 
that others may have this important infor- 
mation. 

Frequently communieations are received, 


especially from laymen, which seem to 
take it for granted that our Churches of 
the Presbyterian family have never made 
any effort to co-operat or to act with due 
consideration, for others. If such friends 
will read the agreements it will at onee 
become clear that there is an abundance 
of ‘‘law’’—plenty of ‘‘rules of comity’’— 
expressing the spirit and purpose of the 
Churches, even if presbyteries do not ob- 
serve the rules as well as should be done. 
But the plain truth is that often presby- 
ters do not know of the existence of these 
agreements. A striking case occurred only 
recently. Close friends of the writer of 
these paragraphs—ministers of another 
Chureh—took action in direct violation of 
one of these ‘‘rules’’?’ which had received 
the official sanction of both denominations, 
But they did not know that such an agree- 
ment was in existence. It behooves us all 
to know before we act. 


What other Presbyterian bodies have ap- 
proved all of the ‘‘rules of comity’’ can- 
not now be stated with assurance, but all 
have certainly been approved by the two 
larger Presbyterian bodies (U. S. and U. 
8. A, and it is practically certain that they 
have been officially approved by the Re- 
formed Church in America and the Re- 
formed Church in the United States. This 
being true, no man is warranted in saying 
that these great Churches are in an official 
attitude of antagonism, On the contrary, 
the official attitude is that of considerate- 
ness and co-operation for the sake of pro- 
moting the Kingdom. If antagonisms ap- 
pear anywhere, they are in violation of 
the spirit and purpose of these Churches 
as expressed in their comity agreements. 
And if these agreements are violated be- 
cause of lack of knowledge, we should all 
take pains to become better informed.— 
The Presbyterian Advance. S 


ZION’S (GOSHERT’S) CATECHETICAL 
CLASS 
The Rev. C, M. Rissinger, Fredericksburg, 
Pa., Pastor 


Confirmed October 20 


Members of Class: Mrs, Amy A. 
Yiengst, Mrs. Beulah E. Noll, Misses Lizzie 


HOW DID YOU VOTE IN 1928? 


We address this question to our hearts 
and minds in reference to our relations to 
the Chureh and her Lord. 

1. Did you vote for the Holy Catholie 
Church by a broad-minded, loving fellow- 
ship, and prayerful life? Or did you vote 
against her by a narrow-minded, selfish 
and pessimistic life? 


R. Diener, Mabel C. Kissinger, Margaret 
A. Wolfe, Anna M. Bross, Ida M. Houtz, 
Viola S. Houtz, Beulah E, Houtz, Beulah I, 
Kissinger, Florence R. Shirk, Mr. Chas. 
Stanley Miller, Eugene W. Yiengst, Harvey 
H. Spangler, Lester EH. Spangler, Samuel 
Donough, Mark J. Zeller, Raymond E., 
Bashore. 


2. Did you vote for your home Church 
by faithful Church attendance and sympa- 
thetic and generous financial support? Or 
did you vote against her by continual ab- 
sence without reason, and a blank page on 
the financial records? 


3. Did you vote for the Reformed — 


Church by keeping informed of her pro- 
gress and labors thru the reading of de- 


7. 


tt ae 


NOVEMBER 22, 1928. | 


nominational 


literature including the 
Church paper, and by supporting. her 
boards and agencies? Or did you vote 
against her by keeping your mind and 
purse closed? 

4. Did you vote for your Lord and 
Master by daily rededication to Him and 
His cause in prayer and grateful living? 
Or did you vote against Him by your 
worldly, prayerless and ungrateful living? 
Anyhow, how did we vote all these months 
of 1928?—Bethel Charge Herald, Rev. C. 
M. Rissinger, pastor. 


PRESIDENT COOLIDGE’S ESTIMATE 
OF RELIGION 


Our government rests upon religion. It 
is from that source that we derive our 
reverence for truth and justice, for equal- 
ity and liberty and for the rights of man- 
kind. Unless the people believe in these 
principles they cannot believe in our goy- 
ernment. There are only two main theor- 
ies of government in the world. One rests 
on righteousness, the other rests on force. 
One appeals to reason, the other appeals to 
the sword. One is exemplified in a repub- 
lic, the other is represented by a despotism. 

The government of a country never gets 
ahead of the religion of a country. There 
is no way by which we can substitute the 
authority of law for the virtue of man. 
Of course we can help to restrain the vici- 
ous and furnish a fair degree of security 
and protection by legislation and police 
control, but the real reforms which society 
in these days is seeking will come as a re- 
sult of our religious convictions, or they 
will not come at all. Peace, justice, hu- 
manity, charity—these cannot be legislated 
into being. They are the result of a Di- 
vine Grace. 

I have long felt a very deep interest in 
the work of the Sunday School Bible 
classes, because of the eonviction that this 
sort of serious and continuous study is not 
only of the greatest spiritual and char- 
acter-building value, but the means of 
familiarizing people with one of the splen- 
did monuments of all literature, the Bible. 


THE OLD MINISTER’S MITE 


One of our ministers, 87 years of age, 
who lives in Nebraska, and who never 
received a salary of more.than $700 a year, 
on Nov. 4 wrote to the Board of Ministerial 
Relief and said: 

“(My wife and I are living on the $500 
a year which we receive from the Board of 
Ministerial Relief. You probably know 
how far we can run in our day with that 
sum, paying tax, insurance, water rent, 
clothes, and food. But my noble wife told 
me this morning: ‘We can spare something 
for Ministerial Relief. It may only equal 
the penny of the widow, but we will give 
it.’ Therefore, I enclose $2 for our 
Church’s Sustenation Fund Campaign.’’. 

The contribution of this old minister and 
his wife reminds us of the following inci- 
dent, recorded by St. Mark: ‘‘And Jesus 
sat over against the treasury, and beheld 
how the people cast money into the treas- 
ury: and many that were rich cast in much. 
And there came a certain poor widow, and 
she threw in two mites, which make a 
farthing. And he called unto Him His dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, That this poor widow hath cast 
more in, than all they which have cast into 
the treasury: for all they did cast in of 
their abundance; but she of her want did 
east in all that she had, even all her 
living.’? 

Many of our active’ ministers and Church 
members have contributed money toward 
the completion of our Sustenation Fund, 
but it is a question whether this old minis- 
ter did not give more than all they which 
have given into the treasury of the Board 
of Ministerial Relief for the completion of 
our Sustentation Fund. Most of them 
no doubt have given of their abundance, 
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but he of his want. If all of our ministers 
and Church members would give compara- 
tively as much of their means as this old 
minister gave, our Sustentation Fund would 
have been completed long ago and they 
would have received a greater blessing 
thereby. Remember the words of Jesus, 
who said, ‘‘Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these, my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto Me.’’ 


CONCERNING OUR STUDENTS 


As was the case several years ago when 
Eastern Synod met at Bethlehem, a lunch 
was held at Synod this year by the pas- 
tors interested in the students who are 
attending institutions not conducted by 
our denomination. 

At least 50 men were present and re- 
ported (unofficially) the following totals: 
Albright, 21; Bloomsburg, 30; Bucknell, 
60; Elizabethtown, 8; Kutztown, 75; Lafay- 
ette, 50; Lebanon Valley, 6; Lehigh, 120; 
Lock Haven, 12; Millersville, 55; State, 
250; Stroudsburg, 18; Schools in and near 
Philadelphia, 650. Total, not counting 
Muhlenberg or Susquehanna, about 1,300. 

This is just about the same number as 
was reported at Bethlehem, with the two 
named institutions then included. It is 
obvious, therefore, that while the splendid 
improvement in equipment at our several 
institutions has enabled the schools of our 
Church to increase the number of students, 
and therefore of Reformed Church students 
about 50%, that increase has kept down 
the growth in the other schools. Which is 
another way of saying that our people, 
except in the case of day students, which 
are included in the above totals, are ready 
to support our own schools when they find 
the courses they are looking for. 

The totals of Reformed students in the 
schools of our own Church within the 
bounds of Eastern Synod are about 450. 
About one-third of the number in the other 
schools, or about one-fourth of the whole 
number of students. These ratios at Beth- 
lehem were about one to four, or our 
Church institutions were then taking care 
of less than one in five of our students. 

(Of course we are not unmindful of the 
fact that students are attending schools 
quite outside of this area. Of these we 
are not prepared to report now.) 

It was especially gratifying to find the 
splendid work being done by almost every 
minister reporting. They are visiting, 
entertaining and teaching and setting them 
to work. It was interesting and encourag- 
ing also to have a number of our laymen 
present and to have Dr. Herman address us 
on the whole student problem which now 
confronts our Church. 

There was a very general feeling on the 
part of all of us that we want to get the 
very best methods of approach to this 
work, and that none of us felt that he had 
it, as yet. 

One of the finest chances to study that 
problem is offered by the Annual Confer- 
ence of Church Workers in Colleges and 
Universities of the Northeastern Region, 
to be held at Brierecliffe Lodge, Breircliffe 
Manor, N. Y., January 29, 30 and 31, 1929. 
The general theme will be, ‘‘The Personal 
Approach to Students.’’? The tentative pro- 
gram calls for addresses on ‘‘The World 
Students Live in,’’ ‘Trends in Religious 
Thought To-day,’’ ‘‘Forees at Play Upon 
Students,’’ ‘‘ Evaluation of Student Person- 
altiy,’’? (a) Scientific Approach, (b) Ob- 
servational Approach or Case Method. 

It is our hope that the Reformed Church 
may be represented by a goodly number, 
for less than 259% of the group will be 
men and women on full time in this work, 
and the rates are very reasonable, con- 
sidering the exceptional accommodations 
and program offered. Communicate either 
with the undersigned or address the secre- 
tary of the body, Rev. Charles A, Ander- 
son, 8601 Locust Street, Philadelphia. 


—Clayton H. Ranck. 


“For if the Trumpet 
give an uncertain sound 
who shall prepare him- 
self to the Battle (1 
Cor. 14:8). 


The above question was 
of immense importance in 
the day the apostle Paul 
first raised it; and it is 
equally so today. 

Read 

THE GOSPEL OF THE 
KINGDOM 
with an Examination of 
Modern Dispensationalism 
by PHILIP MAURO 
Mr, Philip Mauro, well-known Bible 


teacher and member of bar of the United 
States Supreme Court, has made caretul 
study of questions that are confusing many 
Christians. 


Can You Answer These Questions? 
1. Was it any part of the work of Christ: 
a. To revive and reconstitute the Jewish 
Nation? 
b. To re-establish that people in the land 
that was once theirs? 
e. To revive their system of worship, etc.? 
2. When the times of the Gentiles are ended, 
what then? 
a. Will the ‘‘day of the Lord’? then come? 
3. Will Christ appear suddenly as a thief in 
the night; as the lightning that lighteth 
from one part to another under heaven? 
a. Will the door of salvation then be shut? 
You need this beok. It will help you ‘‘to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
Treason of the hope that is in you.” 


Price Only $2.00 
Send Now to Your Bookseller or to 
Hamilton Brothers, Publishers 
‘Hamilton Place and Tremont Street 
BOSTON, MASS. 


FOR SALE—Antique Hall Set. 2 high-back, 
carved chairs, solid wood. One Hall Table, 
ornate, with removable hat-rack and mirror. 
All oak. Suitable for Church or Chapel, with- 
out removable top. Inquire Room 913, Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia, 


RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY IN 
FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL 
COLLEGE 


During the past five years there have 
been important developments in the pro- 
gram of Franklin and Marshall College, 
as it relates to the religious life and train- 
ing of students. It has been one of the 
traditions of the college that there should 
be a strong department of philosophy. 
With the changing conditions of our day 
there has been a rapid expansion of this 
emphasis until there are now three sepa- 
rate, although closely related, departments 
of philosophy, religion, and psychology, in 
each of which it is possible for a student 
to major. 

With the addition of Dr. John B. Noss to 
the teaching staff in 1928, there are now 
four professors devoting all of their time 
to the work of these three departments as 
compared with the days not so far past, 
when one or two professors gave a portion 
of their time to these subjects. In each of 
these departments there is one course re- 
quired for graduation, in addition to which 
a number of elective courses are offered. 
Between 250 and 300 students, chiefly upper- 
classmen, are being influenced each year by 
these departments. 

The work of these three departments is 
conducted according to the highest acade- 
mic standards. Each professor has re- 
ceived special training in his field and 
each holds the degree of Doctor of Philoso- 
phy. Religion and allied subjects are, 
therefore, not regarded as a side issue to 
be cared for by men who have other inter- 
ests, but they have been given a place of 
major importance in the curriculum. 

The work of the college as it concerns 
the religious life of students, may be de- 
scribed under four main emphases: 

(1) Helping students to gain an adequate 
understanding of religion, through a 
study of religious literature and the 
development of religious thought; in 
other words, helping to solve the in- 
tellectual problems of college men con- 
cerning religion and to give them an 
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appreciation of the place of religion in 
the life of mankind. 

(2) Developing the spiritual life of stu- 
dents, helping them to gain a vital ex- 


perience of God in an age which 
stresses activity and material gain. 
This aim is being achieved partly 


through carefully planned daily chapel 
service at least one Sunday a month, 
at which the best preachers available 
are being secured. 
Keeping before students the practical 
implications of religion for everyday 
life, helping them to see that the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ is deeply con- 
cerned with daily individual conduct 
and with all special relationships, on 
the campus, in the community and 
throughout the world. This is being 
accomplished partly through discus- 
sions in the classroom and the bring- 
ing of prominent speakers to the 
campus. 

(4) D-veloping loyalty to the Church and 
training for effective leadership in the 
Church. This phase of the college’s 
work is being enlarged this year 
through efforts to affiliate students 
with city Churches, where they may 
share in the work and worship of a 
congregation under normal conditions. 
An increasing number of students are 
engaged in teaching, singing in choirs, 
and other forms of service. The fact 
that ten graduates of Franklin and 
Marshall College entered the Theologi- 
eal Seminary this fall indicates that 
this phase of the college work is bear- 
ing abundant fruit. 

In the planning and conducting of all 
of this work, the students have an impor- 
tant share through the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association. The college maintains a 
close relationship with this international 
organization and its representatives have 
often held office in its regional councils. 

The professors in the department of re- 
ligion try also to keep in close touch with 
religious educational movements in the 
community and throughout the denomi- 
nation. 

In this special report of the religious 
work in Franklin and Marshall College, 
there is no thought of boasting, nor any 
complacency with present achievements, 
but a desire to acquaint the pastors and 
laymen of our Synods with the develop- 
ments which are taking place and to call 
forth their hearty support. 


Advanced Program Adopted by the 
Faculty 
During the last few years numerous 
conferences of representatives of the St. 
Stephen’s Reformed Church, Professors of 


(3) 


the Theological Seminary as well as the 
college and the Principal of the Franklin 
and Marshall Academy, were held bearing 
on the worship and religious activities of 
students. A thorough study was made of 
the experience of other educational insti- 
tutions as well as our own. As a result 
of this a report was made to the faculty of 
the college by Prof. P. M. Limbert, Head 
of the Department of Religion, and the 
following action was passed unanimously 
by the forty members of the faculty with 
one exception: i 

First—That under direction of the De- 
partment of Religion and in cooperation 
with the ministers of Lancaster, an effort 
be made to have all the students of the 
Reformed Church, as well as those of other 
denominations, become affiliated in volun- 
tary worship and service with the Churches 
of the city—superseding the former regula- 
tion of compulsory attendance. 


Second—That a monthly college vesper 
service be held in the college chapel at 
7:30 Sunday evening, at which some min- 
ister of scholarly ability and prominence 
shall be invited to preach the sermon and 
be available for student conference and 
informal discussion. ' 

This program for the college is now the 
same as the custom of the Theological 
Seminary for many years and the regu- 
lation which has been in operation in Ursi- 
nus College, Hood College, Cedar Crest, 
Gettysburg, Dickinson, Muhlenberg and 
other colleges with similar problems. The 
Laneaster Ministerial Association is work- 
ing with Prof. Limbert to secure the best 
possible results. The Sunday evening ser- 
vice in college chapel, followed by confer- 
ences in the Campus House, will likely 
be made bi-weekly, and it is hoped it may 
soon lead to the selection of a College 
Pastor with membership in the Faculty. 

St. Stephen’s Congregation 

St. Stephen’s congregation was organ- 
ized by lLaneaster Classis in the early 
seventies, when practically all students 
and members of the faculty were identified 
with the Reformed Church and isolated on 
college hill. It was always abnormal, with 
no Sunday School and none of the usual 
congregational organizations except a 
Women’s Missionary Society. It provided 
a Sunday service and the observance of the 
Sacraments during the college year, with 
suspension in the Christmas season and the 
long summer vacation. Students of the 
Reformed Church not living in Lancaster 
were required to attend the Sunday ser- 
vice and those of other denominations in 
the Churches of their choice in the city. 
In recent years, with the larger enrollment 
a greater proportion of the students were 


affiliated with other Churches and the 
larger number of professors became identi- 
fied with Churches having Sunday Schools 
and activities of young people for their 
children. There was a growing demand 
on the part of the Reformed students, 
approved by their parents, to be allowed to 
work in Sunday School and worship in 
city Churches. During the last year about 
eighty students out of an enrollment of 
650 were required to attend College Chapel. 
In the faculties of the three institutions 
representatives of thirteen families were 
members of the congregation. The total 
membership was thirty-six. 

The changed plan made it inadvisable 
for this small number to continue and 
action was taken asking Lancaster Classis 
to dissolve the congregation. 


The action taken by Lancaster Classis is 
as follows: 

1. That the Classis of Lancaster, having 
received a request from St. Stephen’s 
Reformed Church that it be dissolved, 
hereby in accord with the constitutional 
provisions of the Church, do dissolve 
the St. Stephen’s congregation. 

. That the Classis of Lancaster has heard 
from Dr. Henry H, Apple, the President 
of Franklin and Marshall College, the 
modern problems involved in the ques- 
tion of the proper religious care of the 
,student body, and the conscientious 
efforts of the faculty of the College in 
providing those needs which look for- 
ward to the employment of a student- 
pastor to whom will be committed the 
task of the spiritual oversight of the 
students, providing both personal pas- 
toral interest and appropriate religious 
services; and do hereby heartily com- 
mend this policy. 


Chapel Service for Students 


The college continues the compulsory 
week-day chapel service for students and 
faculty held at 9:10 A.M. on Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday mornings. It is 
wholly devotional in character. A weekly 
Assembly required of all students and 
faculty is held each Wednesday morning 
at 11:30 o’clock. 


bo 


IMPRESSIONS AT THE BUFFALO 
CONFERENCE 


The Conference on Missions, Peace and 
Brotherhood, at Buffalo, Nov. 8-11, was in 
many ways remarkable, but one thing 
struck me very forcibly. 

I attended the first session of prepara- 
tion and prayer, and here there seemed 
to be an atmosphere of tragic depression, 
something like the lethargy that comes 


Beautiful New Out-of-Door Theatre Dedicated at Cedar Crest College, Allentown, Oct, 16 by Edith’ Wynne 
Matthison and Elizabeth Mae Curtis, daughter of President Curtis 
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from being very cold and almost frozen, 
for a very long time. The thing became 
more pronounced during the early part of 
the first session on the second day of the 
convention, so I took my program and 
wrote under the word Buffalo, these words: 
“*Hopeless; half-apologetic; making a last 
brave stand, but with little faith in the 
success of the effort.’’ There was, how- 
ever, one group that seemed to transcend 
this lethargy, and that was the group of 
Reformed pastors and people which gath- 


ered around their committee chairman, the 
Rev. B. R. Heller. They seemed confident 
and expectant. 

Then, on Sunday, the last day of the 
convention, it was my rare privilege and 
good fortune to be permitted to speak to 
five Reformed gatherings and one Presby- 
terian group. On Sunday evening I wrote 
on the bottom of my program, these words: 
‘‘Interest; understanding; eagerness to 
know more, and to do bigger and better 
things; assurance of success, and pride in 


their work.’’ 

Thinking the reactions of the Reformed 
groups over, on Monday morning, as the 
train was speeding away from Buffalo, I 
got out my program again, and added 
these: ‘‘Theirs—Ours! *X,’’ which being 
interpreted means, ‘‘Yes, I am _ pretty 


definitely certain that our Buffalo people 
realize that the work that we are attempt- 
ing to do in the foreign field is their work, 
but that above all it is the work of the 
—Paul V, Taylor. 


Christ.’? 


Home and Young Folks 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


OLIVER GOLDSMITH AND JOHN 
BUNYAN 


Text, Acts 2:17, ‘‘And your young men 
see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams,’’ 

This year the 100th anniversary of the 
famous men and women who were born in 
1828 is being celebrated. Last week I 
spoke to you about some of them. But in 
a special way the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of Oliver Goldsmith and the 800th 
anniversary of the birth of John Bunyan 
are being brought to the attention of the 
world. Because of the limited space which 
is at my disposal I can speak but briefly 
of these two men who have made them- 
selves immortal by their writings. Both 
of them were born in the month of No- 
vember, therefore it is very fitting to 
speak about them at this time. 

Oliver Goldsmith, English poet, play- 
wright, novelist, and man of letters, was 
born in Ireland, November 10, 1728. His 
father was a farmer and a minister. His 
income was small, and he had trouble to 
support his wife and children. 

Oliver was the second of five sons, and 
he had three sisters, so that it was a large 
family to bring up on a hundred pounds a 
year, about five hundred dollars. But when 
Oliver was two years old, his father was 
placed into a new parish with double the 
salary he had received before. 

Oliver’s schooling began early, when he 
was taught his letters by a relative, Eliza- 
beth Delap, who lived to be nearly ninety 
years old, and often boasted of giving the 
poet his start in education. When he was 
six years old, Oliver was sent to a village 
school, where he was taught by a veteran 
soldier by the name of Thomas Byrne. The 
teacher was a typical Irishman and had a 
love for poetry and musie which was con- 
tagious, and Goldsmith began to write 
verses, most of which he destroyed. A few 
of them were read by his mother, and she 
begged her husband that Oliver might have 
an education worthy of his talents. This 
prevented him from being apprenticed to 
some trade. This teacher also had a great 
fund of stories about ghosts, fairies, and 
other unusual things, which fired the imagi- 
nation of the young pupil. 

Goldsmith was a very homely boy, and 
when nine years old he had an attack of 
smallpox which left permanent traces on 
his face. He was, at best, an awkward 
boy, small of stature, ‘‘and his limbs ill 
put together.’?. Some one has said: ‘‘He 
became the common butt of boys and mas- 
ters, was pointed out as a fright in the 
playgrounds, and flogged as a dunce in the 
school-room.’”’ 


In his sixteenth year Oliver went to 
Trinity College, Dublin. After his gradua- 
tion in his twenty-first year, he lived a 
shiftless life not knowing what to do. He 
tried the ministry, law and medicine, but 
was rejected by them all. He wandered 
over a large part of Europe, picking up 
meals and lodging by means of his flute, 
and, in his twenty-eighth year, he returned 
to England, ‘‘without a shilling, without a 
friend, and without a calling.’’ 

In a small room, in the city of London, 
he spent years of drudgery in literary 
work. He afterward occupied a room on 
Fleet Street, and later moved into the 
Temple. He lived and died on the second 
floor of 2 Brick Court, Middle Temple 
Lane, London, Thackeray, English novel- 
ist, later had his chambers in this house; 
and Blackstone, the famous commentator 
on the law of England, lived in the rooms 
below Goldsmith’s. 

In Christmas week, 1764, Goldsmith pub- 
lished a poem, called ‘‘The Traveller,’’ 
which marked a crisis in his literary life. 
It raised him to the rank of the great 
poets. This was soon followed (1766) by 
“<The Vicar of Wakefield,’’ his only novel, 
which at once became popular, and its 
popularity has continued down to our own 
time. 

He tried his hand at drama, and pro- 
duced ‘‘The Good Natur’d Man,’’ for 
which he received two thousand dollars. 
In 1770 he wrote his famous poem, ‘‘The 
Deserted Village.’’ In 1773 he produced 
his second play, ‘‘She Stoops to Conquer.’’ 


It will be interesting to every boy and 
girl to know that Goldsmith wrote ‘‘ Goody 
Two-Shoes,’’ and it is also said that he 
helped to compose the famous ‘‘ Mother 
Goose Melodies.’’ 


Although Goldsmith received large sums 
of money for his productions, he was al- 
ways in debt, and these debts increased 
instead of diminishing. At last they preyed 
upon his mind so heavily that he could not 
eat or sleep. He tried to doctor himself, 
but became worse and worse. By the time 
real physicians were called in it was too 
late. The doctors thought something was 
preying upon his mind, and they asked 
him, ‘‘Is your mind at ease?’’ He replied, 
*“No, it is not,’’? and those were the last 
words he ever spoke. He died on the 
fourth of April, 1774, in his forty-sixth 
year, and his remains were laid in the 
Churchyard of the Temple. By the side of 
the flat stone which marks the supposed 
grave a friend and I stood with bared 
heads, August 8th, 1913, and looked at the 
inscription: ‘‘Oliver Goldsmith. ’’ 


John Bunyan, who was born at Elstow, 
a village near Bedford, England, in the 
latter part of November, 1628, three hun- 
dred years ago, is another of the writers 
whom the world honors today because of 
the rich literary legacy he has left behind. 

There was as much difference between 
John Bunyan and Oliver Goldsmith as be- 


tween day and night. The latter was a 
minister’s son and lived a life of worldly 
pleasure; the former was the son of a 
tinker—a mender of pots and kettles— 
which trade he also followed until he be- 
came one of the most conscientious preach- 
ers that ever lived. 

In Bedford there was a grammar school, 
to which John was sent as soon as he was 
able to walk to and fro over the mile of 
road between Elstow and Bedford. If re- 
ligion was not taught in the school, it was 
taught with some care in the cottages and 
farmhouses. Many heads of families 
gathered their children and apprentices 
together on Sunday afternoons and taught 
them the catechism. 

Bunyan fell into the habits of the boys 
among whom he was thrown and learned to 
use bad language and to tell lies. Although 
he afterward said of himself that ‘‘for 
lying and swearing he had no equal,’’ his 
judgment of himself was much harsher 
that that of the best people of his neigh- 
borhood would have been. 

He soon became conscious of his sins. 
Later in life he said: ‘‘My sins did so 
offend the Lord that even in my childhood 
He did seare and affright me with fearful 
dreams, and did terrify me with dreadful 
visions. I have been in my bed greatly 
afflicted while asleep, with apprehensions 
of devils and wicked spirits, who still, as 
I then thought, labored to draw me away 
with them, of which I could never be rid. 
I was afflicted with thoughts of the Day 
of Judgment night and day, trembling at 
the thoughts of the fearful torments of 
hell fire. 7 

Goldsmith and Bunyan were like each 
other in one respect: each of them had a 
vivid imagination, each of them saw vis- 


. lions and dreamed dreams. 


When Bunyan left school, instead of 
binding him out as an apprentice, which 
was the custom among the poor, his father 
brought him up at his own trade. He 
therefore lived at home and grew to man- 
hood there, forming his ideas of men and 
things from the opinions of the people in 
the neighborhood. 


The Bible was much read in the humble 
English homes of that day, and Bunyan 
read it so much that he almost knew the 
whole Bible by heart. Some one has said: 
‘‘His knowledge of the Bible was such 
that he might have been called a living 
concordance,’’ 

Bunyan married when he was only eigh- 
teen years old. His wife was a poor or- 
phan, but she had been carefully and 
piously brought up. She brought with her 
two books, ‘‘The Plain Man’s Pathway to 
Heaven’’ and ‘‘The Practice of Piety,’’ 
which as he says, ‘‘did light in me some 
desire to religion.’’ He began to go to 
Church regularly. He stopped swearing, 
and gradually gave up some of his other 
sinful practices. One day he heard some 
Christian women speak of a new birth and 
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of the work of God in their hearts, and he 


longed for the same blessing. He had a 
talk with Mr. Gifford, the pastor of the 
saptist Church at Bedford, and received 
some help from him. After a long struggle 
he found the peace he longed for and was 
baptized and united with the Church. 
It was not long until he began to 
preach, and his preaching was soon in great 
demand. A change in the government 
brought about laws which forbade Bunyan 


and his people to worship in their own 
fashion and compelled them to attend the 
State Church. Bunyan was forbidden to 
preach. He refused to stop preaching, was 
arrested, and committed to the Bedford 
jail, where he was kept for twelve years. 
The policy of the government again 
changed, and he was free for the rest of 
his life. 

His imprisonment gave him time to read 
and reflect, and he became much more 
settled in his views. During his imprison- 
ment and afterwards he wrote a number of 
books, The most beautiful of them is 
‘‘Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sin- 
ners.’’? ‘‘The Pilgrim’s Progress,’’? which 
made his most famous, was published in 
1678, and by 1685 had reached its tenth 
edition. It has been read more widely than 
any book ever written, except the Bible! 
“«The Life of Mr. Badman’’ was published 
in 1680, and ‘‘The Holy War’’ in 1682. He 
continued to preach for sixteen years after 
he was released from prison, and died Au- 
gust 31, 1688, in his sixtieth year, and 
was buried in Bunhill fields. There my 
friend and I stood at his grave August 4, 
1913. 


She: ‘‘I’ll never marry a man whose 
fortune hasn’t at least five ciphers in it.’’ 

He (exultantly): ‘‘Oh, darling! mine’s 
all ciphers! ’’—Mizpah. 


‘‘Oh, George, do you realize it’s almost 
a year since our honeymoon, and that 
glorious day we spent on the sands? I 
wonder how we’ll spend this one?’’ 

‘€On the rocks,’’—Tit-Bits. 


While man has seven ages, 
A woman has but three; 
Her real one, what her friends think, 
And what she claims to be. 
—wNew Orleans States. 


GOLDEN RULE SUNDAY 
(December 2) 


Of course we all know that Golden 
Rule Sunday means having just a plain 
dinner such as the orphan children have 
over in the lands where Jesus lived and 
where Paul preached, and then giving 
the money we might have spent for a 
more expensive dinner (and adding some 
to that) for those children that the 
great war and its cruelties left without 
fathers and mothers and without homes. 

The food and shelter that American 
people have provided for the orphans 
of the Near Hast have already made 


those who were once sick and hungry 
well and happy, and they are growing 
up to be as fine boys and girls as we 


could wish to see. Some day some of 
us may have a chance to know some of 
them and won’t it be wonderful to be 
able to say, ‘‘I helped that boy when 
he was a little hungry child!’’ 


‘‘There are no fairy folks who ride 
about the world at night 

. To give you wings and other things to 
pay for doing right. 

- But if you’ll do to others as you’d 
have them do to you 

You’ll be as blest as if the best of 

fairy tales were true.’’ 


A small boy was told that he must write 
to his grandmother a letter of sympathy on 
the death of her husband. This was the 


letter, adorned with many blots, that 
eventually arrived: ‘‘Dear Grandma,— 
What a pity about poor Grandpa! Please 


There is a new boy 
With love, 


send me some stamps. 
here who squeaks if I hit him. 
from Roger.’’—Tit-Bits. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Perfect goodness is like the hori- 
zon. Though we should always be 
marching toward it, we should never 
delude ourselves into the notion that 
we are actually bumping into it. 
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THANKSGIVING HYMN 


Oh, Heart of Mine— 

For what shall God be thanked today 
When all the world kneels down to pray? 
Shall gold and pride and worldly glory 
Be sum and substance of the story? 


Nay, Heart of Mine— 

Blot self and pelf from out thy plea, 
Give thanks for friends still true to thee, 
And for His care through changing years, 
Thy refuge from Life’s fret and fears. 


Oh, Heart of Mine— 
Pray that the gifts His wondrous love 
Showers glorious on thee from above 
Thy heart may know, thy tongue proclaim 
In anthems to His Holy Name. 
—George Elliston. 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘‘The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel. 


ONE RESULT OF TOO MUCH PRAISE 
Willis and Lenora Bailey 


**T can sing fine, Virginia; Why don’t 
you play and let me sing?’’ said little 
Jean, aged four. 

The two girls were in Aunt Mary’s liv- 
ing-room where Virginia, a senior in high 
school, was entertaing the little daughter 
of a neighbor. Aunt Mary, working in the 
dining-room, had heard the remark and 
wondered how Virginia would reply. 

““How do you know you can sing so 
well, Jeannie?’’ she heard the older girl 
laughingly ask. 

“¢Oh—oh—h-h, just because everybody 
says I can. Mother does, too, She loves 
to hear me sing and she just has me sing 
all the time when we have company.’? 
Little Jeannie smoothed down her dress 
in supreme self-complacency. , 

““Of course our mothers love to have 
us do all the things we like to do if they 
are not wrong,’’ answered Virginia, ‘‘ But 
before we can sing really well we have to 
do a lot of hard studying and practicing, 
you know.’? 

The little girl was silent for a moment 
or two as though somewhat crestfallen, but 
was soon telling other wonderful things 
that either she or Betty Jane, a younger 
sister, could do. 

Commenting on the remarks to her aunt, 
Virginia explained what she thought of the 
matter: ‘‘I was just like that at her age, 
Aunt Mary, and that is the reason I have 
such a hard time with my music now. I 
grew up with the idea that I could sing 
beautifully, so when it came to the real 
work—practice and drill to learn to sing, 
to handle my voice as I have to in school— 
it was doubly hard for me because I re- 
sented being corrected or made to sing a 


faulty passage over and over. I try now 
to control myself enough to act decently 
when Miss Luallin tells me I am wrong, 
but just the same that rebellious feeling 
will bubble up within me. 

“‘T think it just a shame for persons to 
compliment a child like Jean’so extrava- 
gantly as they must be doing. She is such 
a sweet little thing and really has a nice 
voice, but she will be hurt a good many 
times in the future because of getting too 
much praise now. It is just as bad as if 
they had made her self-conscious any other 
way. Just think, Aunt Mary, what a time 
you have had trying to get all that non- 
sense out of my head. It has been hard on 
both of us. I sure am glad you have been 
kind and strong enough to do it for me, 
but it does seem too bad for people to 
make that sort of thing necessary.’? 

“*You are right,’’ replied her aunt. ‘‘It 
seems to be a temptation on the part of 
friends and relatives to rave too much over 
children. Of course, it is a grave mis- 
take. ?? 

As Aunt Mary put her work away she 
thought: ‘‘Jean’s mother should know 
better, she is a college graduate. Surely 
she was taught to let children grow natur- 
ally—teaching them to sing if they have 
any talent just as incidentally as to eat 
properly and with as little self-conscious- 
ness, and encouraging them in so far as 
they really need it and no further.’’ 


Bulletin 1919, No. 39, ‘‘Training Little 
Children,’’ may be obtained by sending 
15¢ in cash to the Superintendent of Doeu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington, D. C. This bulletin contains 47 
short articles of great practical value to 
parents in meeting the daily needs of their 
children. 


AFTER THE FEAST 


I have to climb 
To get a rhyme 
To harmonize with turkey. 
There are a few 
I can make do 
But most of them are jerky. 


When this is done, 
Instanter, son, 
Comes up another question.’ 
I have a time 
To find a rhyme 
To go with indigestion. 


HOW WISE THIS YOUNG GENERA- 
TION 


Richard, not quite seven, was eating 
breakfast on the morning of his first day 
in the public school, after a year in kinder- 
garten. His grandmother said to him, 
“‘Now, Richard, they say little children 
who go to school ought to eat a good 
breakfast, and I want you to eat all your 
oatmeal,’’ 5 

‘‘Why, grandma,’’? said Richard. pity- 
ingly, ‘‘that advertising is all bunk,’’— 
The Christian Leader. 


THREE OPPORTUNITIES 
By Roy A. Brenner 


In gratitude, Thanksgiving Day, 

We’d raise our hearts for lavish gifts 
Bestowed on us by God’s own hand; 
Our debt we’d feebly seek to pay 

For freedom, life, a fruitful land. 


On Golden Rule Day, Christians true 
Would feel the needs of other men 

In every clime, our brothers all, 

The destitute with blessings few, 
And hear the orphans’ pleading call. 


To those who need, at home, abroad, 
On Christmas Day we’d gladly share; 
We’d feed His sheep, relieve distressed, 
Win life’s best prize, the smile of God, 
And pass with them the Judgment Test. 
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Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


Your Birthday Lady, who spends her 
days and nights ‘‘away,’’ is thankful for 
many blessings: for 

Good Health, 

Grandfatherly conductors, smiling black 
porters, helpful brakemen and careful engi- 
neers and bus drivers. 

Grinning bootblacks: 
Italians. 

My dry cleaner who, on short notice, 
makes my ‘‘preaching’’ dresses look like 
new. 

Her who makes short, wide sleeves long 
and tight, and for her who puts new linings 
in my hats and adds new ‘‘pretties.’’ 

Her who buys me books that help and for 
her who has parcel-post music waiting for 
me when I come home. 

Home and loved ones 
and my dog. 

Kindly welcomes in home Church homes 
—in Sunday Schools, in Mission Bands 
and ‘Churches, 

YOU—each and everyone of my 7,466 
Birthday Club folks and for boys and 
girls the world around. 

America that sends Friendship Dolls and 
Schoolbags of Friendship to Japan and 
Mexico and Red Cross gifts around the 
world. 

Japan. 

Bagdad. 

China that 
return. 

The Whole Wide World. 

1928 and for the 1929 that will soon be 
here with new duties—new ‘‘Good Turns’’ 
for us to do. 


Greeks, negroes, 


for my study 


wants our missionaries to 


Sandy was fishing. Donald, passing, 
asked: ‘‘How are the fish today, Sandy?’’ 

“¢T dinna ken,’’ replied Sandy, ‘‘I drop- 
ped them a line, but so- far I’ve nae re- 
ply.’’ 


THE FINAL BLOW 


Ethel was sitting on the bench giggling 
when Bess came along and asked the rea- 
son. 

‘*Oh, but isn’t George the cut-up?’’ re- 
plied Ethel, between gasps of laughter. 

‘*Yes, but where is he now?’’ Bess 
wanted to know. 

‘Well, he made a comic dive a while 
ago, and for the longest time he’s been 
down under the water blowing bubbles for 
me.?? 
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ANSWER TO—BEHEADING ACROSTIC, 


NUMBER 4 
1. C—rest. 
2. H—alter. 
3. A—blaze. 
4. R—iee. 
5. L—ever. 
6. E—bony. 
7. S—able. 
8. A—ward. ; 
9, L—over. 
10. I—rate. 


11. N—arrow. 
12. D—andy. 
13. B—eagle. 
14. E—motion. 
15. R—after. 
16. G—aunt. 
17. H—old. 
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BEHEADING ACROSTIC NUMBER 5 


The beheaded letters spell the name of a 
dish fit to set before a king. 


1. Behead of little 
weapon. 

2. Behead to 
thing struck. 

3. Behead 
stanza. 

4. Behead 
ward urge. 

5. Behead a 
darkness. 

6. Behead a shrill ery and leave richer 
than milk. 

7. Behead serious or sober and leave to 
talk wildly. 

8. Behead a tree of the holly family 
and leave the Latin word ‘‘law.’’ 

9. Behead one who gells and leave a 
witch named in the Old Testament. 

10. Behead Mohammedan religion and 
leave to shut with violence. 

11. Behead mother-of-pearl and leave a 
tract of land. 

12. Behead a transparent substance and 
leave a young girl, 

13. Behead a _ troublesome 
leave part of the verb ‘‘to be.’’ 

14. Behead a single thing and leave an 
insect’s egg. 

15. Behead part of a stairway and leave 
to be in ill health. 

16. Behead a nautical mile and leave a 
negative adverb. 

17. Behead to furnish and leave a sar- 
castic turn or jeer. 

18. Behead leaven and leave the orient. 

—A. M. 8. 


value and leave a 


strike and leave the 


unwilling and leave a 


nothing and leave that in- 


title of honor and leave 


weed and 


HE’LL CATCH COLD 


‘“‘The new patient in Ward B is very 
good-looking,’’ said the nurse. 

“¢Yes,’? agreed the matron, ‘‘but don’t 
wash his face. He’s had that done by four 
nurses this morning.’’ 


Family Altar Column 


Rev, Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 


Nov. 26 to Dee. 2 
Practical Thought: Witness-bearing and 
Thanks-living. 
Memory Hymn: 
Hosts Adored.’’ 


‘‘Thou, By Heav’nly 


Monday, November 26—Paul Before Felix. 
Read Acts 24:10-21. 


If you want to read a life of Paul of 
Tarsus that is altogether unique, get a 
copy of Dr. Charles E. Jefferson’s ‘‘The 
Character of Paul.’’ It is a study of the 
man in all of his moods, his weaknesses 
and his strength. As a student of Gama- 
liel, Paul was prepared to stand before 
civil rulers and ecclesiastical courts. Here 
he is accused, before Felix, of three things: 
1, a disturber of the peace. 2, a ring- 
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 3, a 
profaner of the temple. His defense is a 
masterly one. He denies the first and 
third accusations and admits the second. 
Felix heard him and was troubled. He 
sends Paul away with the promise to hear 
him again—but fails to do so. Like Pilate, 
he compromises with hs conscience, a 
most danegrous thing to do. 

Prayer: When trials and temptations 
beset us, Lord Jesus, be Thou with us and 
keep us, Lord Jesus, be Thou with us and 
keep us steadfast and loyal to Thee, our 
Saviour and Friend. Amen. 


Tuesday, November 27—Paul Before Fes- 
tus. Read Acts 25:1-12. 

For two years Paul was a prisoner in 

Caesarea. Felix was succeeded by Por- 

cius Festus as governor. Again his ene- 


mies appear and repeat their accusations. 
Paul makes another strong defense. Festus 
realizes that innocent man 
falsely accused, but he too compromises, 
he wants to please the Jews. ‘‘Are you 
willing?’’ he Paul, ‘‘to go up to 
Jerusalem to be judged?’’ Paul realizes 
that there is no hope for a fair trial in 
Jerusalem and so he appeals to Caesar. 
Festus answers, ‘You have appealed to 
Caesar and to Caesar you shall go’’—but 
not just yet. 
Prayer: 


here is an 


asks 


“In the hour or trial, 
Jesus plead for me, 
Lest by base denial, 
I depart from Thee; 
When Thou see’st me waver, 
With a look reeall, 
Nor for fear or favor 


Suffer me to fall.’’ Amen. 


Wednesday, November 28—Paul before 
Agrippa. Read Acts 26:19-29, 

A third trial or hearing for Paul at 
Caesarea. This time he stands before 
Agrippa II, the titular king of the Jews. 
Paul tells of his past experiences as a 
prosecutor of the Christians and his meet- 
ing with Jesus on the Damascus road. 
‘Wherefore, O king Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision.’’ ‘Why 
Paul,’’? answers Agrippa, ‘‘ With but lit- 
tle persuasion thou wouldst fain make me 
a Christian.’’ ‘‘O king, would to God 
that not only you but all who hear me this 
day were as I am (a Christian), except 
for these bonds,’’ is Paul’s answer. 

Prayer: Grant O God that we may be, 
at all times, obedient to the heavenly vis- 
ions that Thou dost give us. Help us to 
bear witness of Thee and for Thee in our 
homes, workshops, marts of trade and 
wherever we meet our fellow men. As 
mirrors may we this day reflect Thee. 

Amen. 


Thursday, November 29—The Spirit of 
Thanksgiving. Read Phil. 4:1-7. 


In the last 
thanks-living. 


analysis thanksgiving is 
Paul says, ‘‘In everything 
give thanks.’’ That is not easy to do, but 
it’s the difficult things, bravely under- 
taken, that make us strong. Tranksgiving 
Day is not only a time for eating, drinking 
and making merry, but a time when, with 
grateful hearts, we should sit down and 
count our blessings. For us, there has been 
more of sun-shine than of shadow; more of 
joy than of sorrow; multitudes of times 
when we should have said, ‘Thank you.’’ 

Have you noticed that President Cool- 
idge says in his Thanksgiving Proclama- 
tion—‘‘As we have prospered in material 
things, so have we also grown and ex- 
panded in things spiritual.’’ God grant 
that it may be true. 


Prayer: For Thy faithfulness from one 
generation to another. For seed-time and 
harvest. For all good gifts temporal and 
spiritual. For blessings individual and 
national. For Thy Fatherly care, we thank 
Thee, O God. Count us worthy of Thy con- 
tinued favors and blessings. Amen, 


Friday, November 30—Enduring Hard- 
ships. Read 2 Timothy 2:1-13. 
There are certain conditions in life that 
may be rightly designated as hardships. 
Paul recognizes this fact when he tells 
Timothy to ‘*Suffer hardships with me, as 
a good soldier of Christ Jesus.’’ Hard- 
ships like riches is very largely a relative 
term. One man’s riches may be another 
man’s poverty. One man’s hardship may 
be another’s ease or comfort. From the 
tree that is beaten by the storm, that 
reaches out its roots and strengthens its 
power of resistance, we learn that when we 
face hardships, resist and endure, that it 
is that we are best fitted to meet other 
hardships, stand immovable, steadfast, and 

in the end overcome. 
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Prayer: Help us, dear Lord, to stand 
and meet like good soldiers, the buffetings 
and manifold hardships of life. Give us 


such power of endurance that we may 
never waver, but remain steadfast unto 
the end, Amen. 

Saturday, December 1—Triumphing over 


Bonds. Read Phil. 1:12-22. 

The bonds with which we or others may 
be bound may become our means of larger 
service—if we use them aright. She was 
almost helpless, but her face was always 
aglow with sunshine, her hands were gen- 
erally busy and her bonds became her 
emancipators. She lived a fuller life be- 
cause of them. He was poor, very poor as 
this world’s goods are counted riches. He 
gave himself fully and unreservedly to the 
work of the Church. He brought many 
into the kingdom and earned a crown. 
He should have received a salary as the 
pastor’s assistant, but he never expected 
or received it. His bonds of poverty and 
physical weakness made him rich in serv- 
ing the Lord. Are your bonds enslaving 
you or are you using them for a greater 
freedom? 

Prayer: 

‘¢Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 

And I shall conq’ror be. 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 

Imprison me within Thy arms, 

And strong shall be my hand.’’? Amen, 


Sunday, December 2—A Prayer for Guid- 
ance. Read Psalm 25:1-6. 

Youth, as a rule, is very confident. So 
are many of us who are more mature in 
years. We rather like the idea of going 
along unattended, hoping to meet with 
some great adventure along life’s highway. 
Suddenly we realize that we have lost the 
way. Around us is a trackless waste. We 
are foot-sore and tired. We are hungering 
and thirsting and there is no real food nor 
refreshing waters near us. Pride and wil- 
fulness have broken down. We fall upon 
our knees and we ask the Guide, Who 
always knows the way, to take us by the 
hand and lead us. Has He ever failed? 
No, and He never will. 

Keep Thou our way O Lord. We are 
plind and cannot see. We are weak and 
we cannot follow the path alone. The dis- 
tant scene is beyond our sight. The 
shadows fall—‘‘Lead Thou me on.’’? Amen. 


A THANKSGIVING HOME 


Rose Brooks 


Allan Chase, young chemistry instructor 
at Holburn Preparatory School, looked out 
of his window on Thanksgiving morning to 
see the familiar view of trees and houses 
sugared with the first snow. 

‘What 1’d give for an all-day tramp!’’ 
he thought, tingling in the frosty air. 
‘‘But it’s my role to keep the home fires 
burning for that forsaken trio, I suppose. 
Well, maybe it’s not so funny to be four- 
teen and a thousand or so miles from home 
on Thanksgiving. We’ll have to see what 
we can do.’’ 

Running downstairs with an assumed 
clatter of cheerfulness, he came upon the 
trio grouped before an open fire in the 
dining hall, ‘‘Certainly don’t look for- 
saken,’? he thought. ‘‘If they’re game 
enough to see all the other fellows go off 
for Thanksgiving, without a whimper, 
they deserve as good a day as I can 
contrive.’ 

‘¢Good morning, boys,’’ he greeted them. 
‘¢What do you suggest doing this morning 
to get up an appetite for that. turkey 
Nancy’s going to give us for dinner??? 


Nancy was the capable, good-natured more- 
than-cook who had not only fed dozens of 
boys through her five years of service, but 
had mothered them through many a 
harmless scrape. 

‘‘Naney’s not here, sir,’’? spoke up Tom 
3ruce. ‘‘Her little boy brought a note 
from her. She says she’s sick—grippe— 
and she says she can’t think of anyone 
who’d leave home to come and cook our 
turkey. She says, what in the world can 
we do?’’ Tom smiled as he handed over 
the note. ‘‘She sent it to me,’’ he ex- 
plained. ‘‘We’re sort of friends. She 
told me to explain to you.’’ 

‘¢Then who’s in the kitehen?’’ asked Mr. 
Chase, sniffing. ‘‘My nose says hot coffee 
and toast, too.’’ 

‘‘Oh, we made that,’? said Billy 
Andrews. ‘‘Seemed sort of like home, 
messing round the kitchen.’’ 

‘*You sit down, sir,’’ said David Porter, 
pulling out a chair, ‘‘and we’ll bring it 
nag 

‘“‘The game kids!’’ thought Mr. Chase. 
‘‘They’re going to have as good a Thanks- 
giving as I can give them, but I’l] bet not 
one of us knows enough to roast that 
turkey.’’ 

‘“‘We didn’t want to call you,’’ said Tom, 
hurrying in with the steaming coffee pot, 
‘“so I answered Nancy’s note. I told her 
maybe we wouldn’t be here for dinner, 
anyway. I thought she’d feel better if 
she thought we really wanted to do some- 
thing else. We’ve got a plan.’’ 

‘‘What’s the plan? I know it’s a good 
one.’?’ No wonder young Mr, Chase was a 
prime favorite with all the Holburn boys. 

‘“‘Only we hate to do you out of your 
Thanksgiving turkey,’’ said Billy. ‘‘We’d 
just as soon roast him jf we knew how.’’ 

“‘T’m sure I don’t know how,’’ laughed 
Mr. Chase. ‘‘Let’s hear your plan.’’ 

‘¢Well, Nancy said in her note there was 
plenty to eat, but what she was moaning 
about was our not having turkey. He’s 
all stuffed, too. There’s heaps of food. 
We looked. And we wondered if we made 
sandwiches, whether you wouldn’t let us 
go on an all-day hike? We’d promise you 
to be back any time you say.’’ 

‘¢We thought,’’? David went on with the 
plan, ‘‘that if you didn’t have us on your 
hands. maybe you’d get a chance to get 
your Thanksgiving dinner, somehow. But 
maybe it’s against school rules for you to 
let us hike off alone.’’ 

‘‘See here, boys,’’? said Mr. Chase, ‘‘ do 
you want to know what I thought first 
thing this morning when I looked out the 
window? I thought, what wouldn’t I give 
to let that turkey dinner slide, and go off 
on an all-day hike! Now I’ll give you 
your choice. You’re free to go by your- 
selves, and be back by seven. Or, if you 
don’t mind having me along, I’d like 
nothing better than to go with you.’’ 

‘*Mind!’’ said Tom. 

‘¢We’ll make the sandwiches!’’ shouted 
Billy and David, tearing for the kitchen. 

Two hours fast tramping in November’s 
frostiest air brought sparkle and happiness 
to eyes and minds of the four. 

‘<Tiooks like a Christmas card,’’ said 
David, indicating a white, snug farmhouse, 
standing low under sheltering snow- 
powdered firs. 

‘Guess they know how to roast a tur- 
key,’? said Tom. ‘‘Look at the smoke 
coming out of the chimney.’’ 

“‘T can’t go another mile without a good 
drink of water,’’ said Mr. Chase. ‘‘Let’s 
go to the kitchen door and ask. This 
house looks as if it wouldn’t say no t 
anybody.’’ ; 

In answer to his rap, a slim, white- 
haired woman in a blue dress opened the 
door, and stared at them as if she saw so 
many ghosts. 

‘CA drink???’ she repeated gently. ‘‘Do 
come in. No, it’s no matter about the 
mud, Please do come in,’’ 


Inside, the four trampers took in the 


cozy homliness of it all: the kitchen, with 
its braided rugs, shining stove, and shelves 
of old blue dishes; the sitting room be- 
yond, in which crackled a welcoming log 
fire. 

““Jim!’? called the woman, and from the 
depths of a chair before the fire rose a 
white-haired man, blue-eyed and straight, 
who came quickly toward them. 

‘‘They stopped for a drink,’’ smiled 
their hostess to her husband. 

‘‘Couldn’t you stay, even a little 
while?’’ she turned to ask. ‘‘The fire’s 
real cozy. But of course you can’t. Likely 
you’re bound home somewhere, for Thanks- 
giving dinner?’’ 

‘*No,’? said Mr. Chase. ‘‘We’re not 
bound anywhere in particular. We’re just 
out for a day’s tramp. These are Holburn 
boys, and I’m Mr. Chase, one of the in- 
structors. Everybody else is off for the 
holiday. We’re holding the fort.’’ 

‘“Our name’s Brown,’’ said their hostess 
with the manner of one having more im- 
portant things to think about than. names. 
‘(Where are you going to have your 
dinner?’? 

Billy tapped the knapsack strapped to 
his shoulders. ‘‘We’ve got dozens of sand- 
wiches,’’ he assured her. ‘‘And you don’t 
know Nancy’s cake.’’ 

‘¢Who’s Nancy??? 
at him and his praise. 

“«She’s sort of a cook,’’ said Tom. ‘‘ Yes, 
I mean she’s our cook at school.’’ 

‘¢She is unexpectedly sick,’’ put in Mr, 
Chase. ‘‘She’s sorrier to fail us than you 
can think. There’s nobody like Naney.’? 

‘Then you don’t have to go anywhere?’’ 
asked Mr. Brown. 

“‘Tf I only had bought a turkey!’’ said 
Mrs. Brown. ‘Oh, you wouldn’t stay and 
have just what I can find, would you? 
But who ever heard of scrambled eggs for 
Thanksgiving! Of course there are all 
kinds of vegetables and I made pies, and 
I can make biscuits and—do you like 
jelly??? she appealed to the boys anxiously. 

“‘Do you mean you are inviting us to 
stay to dinner? Why, it feels just like 
home,’’ said Mr, Chase. 

And the three boys, considering the in- 
vitation accepted, swung their shoulders 
out of their knapsacks. 

‘¢Biscuits and jelly!’’? murmured Tom. 

“¢Pies!’? murmured David. 

‘Tf you’re sure it isn’t too much,’? said 
Mr. Chase. ‘‘But even so, I don’t believe 
I could drag these boys out again, after 
what you’ve said.’’ 

“How good of you to stay!’’ Mrs. Brown 
seemed to have lost ten years in ten 
minutes. ‘‘Thanksgiving is such a dread- 
ful day without the boys. We have three 
boys—boys to us, though they’re far older 
than you. And all too far away to come 
home for Thanksgiving, though their let- 
ters come! When I opened the door and 
saw you all, it was like having the years 
roll back. If only I’d bought that turkey 
in town, Saturday! I had half a mind to, 
but I didn’t know the luck in store for 
me.’? 

“¢‘Luck!?? said Tom. 

‘‘Luck, I say,’? said Mr. Chase. ‘‘It’s 
our luck, indeed! And there’s nothing bet- 
ter than scrambled eggs.’’ 

“‘But a turkey would make it perfect, 
for me,’’ said Mrs. Brown so mournfully 
that Tom sprang to the rescue. 

‘¢You could cook one, couldn’t you?’’ he 
asked so eagerly that Mrs. Brown laughed 
outright. 

‘¢More turkeys I’ve cooked than you can 
count in a minute’’ she laughed. ‘‘But 
past turkeys don’t help us out to-day.’’ 

‘¢We couldn’t cook him, or maybe we’d 
still be at school,’? went on Tom. ‘‘He’s 
all stuffed, too. How long does it take?’’ 


‘All stuffed? Not cooked? Where, 
child??? demanded Mrs. Brown with the 
air that there wasn’t a moment to lose. 


‘‘Why, in the pantry. At school, I 


Mrs. Brown smiled 
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mean,’’ said Tom. ‘‘O Mr. Chase, can’t I 
run back and get him? Would there be 
time to cook him??? 

‘*Jim, you get out the flivver,’’? com- 
manded Mrs. Brown; but ‘‘Jim’’ was 
already headed for the barn on the 
double-quick. 

‘“Nobody ever heard of a_ six-o’clock 
Thanksgiving dinner,’’ said Mrs, Brown 
happily, when, as the old grandfather clock 
struck six, they sat down to a table heaped 
With everything any Thanksgiving menu 
ever included, and lighted not only by the 
crackling fire and flickering candles but 
by the happiness shining from six flushed 
faces. ‘‘There’s nothing you boys don’t 
know about roasting a turkey now, do 
you??? 

“*We can tell Nancy we roasted it,’’ said 
Tom. ‘‘I guess she’ll think we’re some 
cooks.’? 

‘*Indeed you can. Indeed you are,’’ 
laughed Mrs. Brown. ‘‘Suppose you take 
her some cold turkey to-morrow and ask 
if she could do better!’’ 

‘*Hurrah! We will. Won’t the joke be 
on Nancy!’’ crowed David. 

““Naney likes jokes. She won’t mind,’’ 
explained Billy. 

**T almost wish I were Nancy,’’ said 
Mrs. Brown. ‘‘Don’t you, Jim?’’ 

‘“Why, you’re better than Nancy,’’ said 
Tom so quickly that there was no mistak- 
ing his sincerity. ‘‘Why, we all feel just 
like home!’’ 

Perhaps a little obscure in grammar, 
Tom’s remark, but in meaning crystal 
clear. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


First Sunday in Advent, December 2, 1928. 


Paul Before His Judges 
Acts 24:24-27; 26:19-29. 

Golden Text: I was not disobedient un- 
to the heavenly vision, Acts 26:19. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Felix. 2. Festus. 3. 
Agrippa. 

On the day following his arrest the San- 
hedrin brought charges against Paul, who, 
then, defended himself. But he had 
scarcely begun his address, when Ananias 
commanded that he be smitten on the 
mouth. In the ensuing tumult Lysias in- 
tervened and ordered Paul back into the 
castle. Then we read of a plot against 
his life that failed (23:1-35), And in our 
present lesson we find him in a Roman 
prison in Caesarea, whither he had been 
sent for safety. 

1. Felix. Within a few days Paul was 
followed by his vindictive enemies. A 
party led by Ananias, the high priest, 
came down from Jerusalem to press their 
charges against the apostle, They are ac- 
companied by Tertullus, a _ professional 
lawyer, who was to plead their case before 
the Roman tribunal. 

Tertullus began his address with ful- 
some flattery of Felix, the judge, whose 
base character and cruel rule were notori- 
ous. Then the clever advocate attacked 
Paul under three specific charges. He ac- 
cused him of treason, heresy, and sacrilege, 
thus branding him as a dangerous criminal 
under the Roman law. Evidently he hoped 
to influence the court to surrender the 
prisoner to the Jewish court without 
further parley. 

But the governor beckoned unto Paul to 
speak, and the apostle availed himself of 
the privilege. There are times when silence 
is the best reply to criticism and venomous 
attack. A good conscience, void of offense 
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“*You’ve made us feel just like home,’? 
said Mrs. Brown softly, ‘‘And it’s a long 
time since we’ve felt that way.’’ 

‘“Tom has said it for all of us,’’ Mr. 
Chase told his host and hostess when at 
last they made ready for the cold, starry 
walk back to school. ‘‘You cured us all.’? 

““Cured you?’’ Mrs. Brown’s gentle 
voice was puzzled. 

“We were all a little homesick, though 
it’s the last thing we’d admit. We all feel 
as if we’d been home.’’ 

“*Yiou’ll not forget??? Mr. Brown in- 
quired anxiously, with a last pat for the 
boys and a hard handshake for the young 
instructor. ‘‘There’ll be a turkey all ready 
next time, rememebr!’? 

““Mr. Chase,’’ ventured Tom, after a 
silent half-hour in the frosty air. ‘‘Could 
you tell us, sir, what Mr. Brown didn’t 
want you to forget? Or maybe it’s a 
secret.’? 

‘“Of course it’s no secret. I didn’t rea- 
lize you didn’t hear when they asked me. 
They’ve asked—Mr. and Mrs. Brown— 
that whatever boys get left behind at 
school, each Thanksgiving, may spend the 
day with them, They say,’’ he added 
slowly, ‘‘they say it would be a favor to 
cUaVeh aml 

“*Favor!’? from David. 

“To them!’’ from Billy. 

““Tf anybody asks me home with him 
for Thanksgiving, any time the next four 
years, I’m going to say no!’’ sang Tom. 
““Why, we’ve got a Thanksgiving home of 
our own!?? 


[All rights reserved] 


against God and man, is the best armor 
against the darts of malicious tongues. A 
clean life in invulnerable. But sometimes 
denial and defense against false accusa- 
tions become necessary. More was at stake 
before Felix than the reputation of Paul or 
his personal fate. Humanly speaking, the 
fortunes of Christianity depended upon the 
issue of this trial. Paul defended the 
Christian religion against the accusation 
of being a seditious sect, that should be 
suppressed by Rome. He established its 
spiritual pedigree and its legal status by 
proclaiming it to be the Jewish faith of 
God, the Scriptures, and immortality, as 
consummated by Jesus Christ. 

There was no flattery in Paul’s address. 
Neither was it a plea for clemency, He 
began, tactfully, with the truthful state- 
ment that Felix, by reason of his long ex- 
perience in Jewish affairs, was well quali- 
fied to render impartial judgment. And 
the eloquent apostle replied to the false 
charges against him and his cause. The 
style and composition of his spirited and 
manly address suggest that Paul was con- 
scious of standing before a judge who 
represented the might of imperial Rome. 

First, Paul denied that he had stirred 
up sedition or profaned the temple. His 
journey to Jerusalem had been a religious 
pilgrimage to worship God. Only twelve 
days had elapsed since his arrival. Half 
of that time he had spent in the temple, 
engaged upon rites of purification, while 
the rest had been spent in Roman prisons. 
Thus Paul emphatically disproved the 
vague accusations of sacrilege and sedition, 


His confession of faith was equally ex- 
plicit. He acknowledged gladly that he 
was a leader of the Nazarenes. A maid’s 
impudent tongue sufficed to make Peter 
deny his allegiance to Christ. Not so here. 
aul rejoiced in every opportunity to con- 
fess his Master before men. Though 
bonds held his body, his soul was free to 
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Practically a new volume of verse 
_ “For the first time the Religious Book Club 
is able to commend a new volume of poetry. 

“We know of no other place where one 
can get such an insight into the rich imagina- 
tion and the reverent spirit with which twen- 
tieth century poets approach the Poet of 
Galilee.” 

Here clergyman and teacher will find the 
poems to fit their sermons and lesson talks. 
Here the layman will find fresh inspiration, 
beauty and meaning in the New Testament 
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exult before friend and foe in the gospel 
of Jesus. Thus Paul joyfully confessed 
that he was a Christian, and he also de- 
scribed this new faith which Tertullus had 
called a heresy. He set forth that a religion 
that inspired the soul with loyalty to God, 
that requires faith in the Seriptures, 
and that begets an immortal hope in men, 
is not a heretical departure from the an- 
cient Jewish faith, but, rather, the ful- 
filment of its law and prophets, Finally, 
the prisoner boldly challenged his ae- 
cusers to produce their witnesses. It was a 
telling stroke. Ananias and the elders had 
not a shred of testimony to offer in sup- 
port of their wild charges. 


Then Felix rendered his verdict. It 
should have been acquittal and release, For 
the Jews had not proved their triple accu- 
sation, and the judge was convinced of 
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Paul’s innocence, having ‘‘more exact 
knowledge of the Way’’ (y. 22). He knew 


enough about Jews and Christians to judge 
this case on its merits. And, after reading 
the letter of Lysias and hearing both sides, 
he saw clearly that the Jews were moved 
by a fanatical hatred of this new Way of 
Christ, and not by their zeal and respect 
for Roman law. 

But Paul was not acquitted. Felix was a 
worthy successor of Pilate. He neither con- 
demned nor released the prisoner. Respect 
for Paul’s Roman citizenship prevented his 
condemnation, and a desire for popularity 
with the Jews forbade his release. Hence 
Felix deferred his decision under the pre- 
text of desiring, first, to interview Lysias 
who had sent him the prisoner. 

This verdict was in full accord with the 
character of Felix. In a long line of 
ignoble Roman governors, he was one of 
the worst, He was a slave whom imperial 
caprice had lifted to a throne. But be- 
neath the purple was a base heart and a 
craven spirit. He .was a _ slave, still 
covetousness, sensuousness, and low cun- 
ning marked his whole rule. To please the 
Jews, and hoping to extort a bribe from 
his victim, he committed Paul to prison. 

After certain days the apostle was sum- 
moned again to appear before Felix Dru- 
silla, a Jewess, whom the governor had 
alienated from her lawful husband. But 
Paul did not gratify their curiosity. He 
sought earnestly to move their hearts to 
repentance and faith in Christ. The Roman 
libertine looked for entertainment, but he 
was terrified. He felt the bitter, biting 
edge of truth, when Paul ‘‘reasoned of 
righteousness and_ self-control, and the 
judgment to come.’’ But he sought heal- 
ing by dismissing the preacher who had 
wounded him, and by forgetting the truth 
that hurt. He ended the audience abruptly 
by returning Paul to prison. But that 
“‘convenient season’? for repentance, of 
which he babbled in his fear, never came. 
““Now is the acceptable time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation.’’ 

II, Festus.’ Directly Felix passes from 
the scene, a sensuous trifler with truth, who 
has wasted his great opportunity. His sue- 
cessor in office was Festus. One day the 
new governor was entertaining King 
Agrippa and Bernice, who was his wife 
and also his sister. This ruler was a Jew 
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of the Herodian family, whose small realm 


lay northeast of Galilee. Being of Jewish 
descent, he expressed a desire to see and 
hear the strange prisoner whom Festus had 
inherited from his predecessor. Accord- 
ingly, Paul was given another audience. 

Our record of it forms one of the great 
chapters of the Book of Acts. Paul’s ad- 
candid and courageous, rises to 
heights of impassioned earnestness. It con- 
tains vivid savings, and precious truths. 
It also sets before us, in bold relief, three 
sharply contrasting characters—Paul, Fes- 
tus, and Agrippa. A Christian, aflame 
with burning convictions; a Roman man-of- 
affairs, impatient of such enthusiastie mad- 
ness, a Jewish renegade, king only in name. 
Lacking the sincere faith of Paul and the 
honest doubt of Festus, Agrippa’s reply to 
the apostle’s personal appeal was a sorry 
jest. 

Paul’s account of himself and his work 
reached its memorable climax in the words, 
““Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision.’’ 
That was the key to his whole career. That 
vision of Christ, near Damascus, marked 
the turning point of his life. Doubtless, 
outward circumstances and psychological 
preparations led up to his conversion. But 
there came this decisive moment of inner 
vision, when Paul saw the truth and grace 
of Jesus. The living Christ conquered him, 
and made him a new creature, new in pur- 
pose and power. 

But Paul’s impassioned recital of his 
great experience was interrupted by Fes- 
tus, who exclaimed impatiently, ‘‘ Paul, 
thou art mad; thy much learning doth 
turn thee to madness.’’ The apostle’s dig- 
nified reply was that he had spoken sober 
truth, but to the governor the whole dis- 
course was the senseless raving of an 
amiable and harmless fanatic. 

Our information about Festus is scant, 
but Josephus tells us that his character was 
noble; his life, clean; his rule, just. And 
yet Paul’s recital of his experience struck 
him as folly. It sounded to him like the 
speech of a learned man who was mentally 
unbalanced by religious delusions. In this 
skeptical attitude toward religion Festus 
was a typical Roman, a thoroughbred man 
of his world. He simply was not interest- 
ed in religion. He did not specially deny 
or dispute the existence of gods, but he 
lived as though there were no God. He 
sought and found his portion in this world, 
in its rich harvests of wealth, power, and 
pleasure. And to such men religion must 
needs seem folly, Faith is always sheer 
fanaticism to those who believe only in 
what they can touch, taste, and handle. 

Theoretical skepticism is rare today. 
Few, indeed, are the thinkers who teach it. 
There are not many ‘‘fools’’ who say, 
‘“there is no God.’’ But there are many 
whose lives deny or discard the God whom 
Christ revealed, and whom many profess 
with their lips. Mad Sauls are deemed 
prudent men, and wise Pauls are regarded 
as mad enthusiasts. And, yet, no man is 
truly sane until he comes to himself and 
goes to his Father. No man is really wise 
until, like Paul, he follows the heavenly 
vision. 

Ill. Agrippa. From Festus’ reproach 
of madness, Paul appealed to King Agrip- 
pa. He was the last scion of the infamous 
Herodian family, and Bernice. his consort, 
matched him in depravity. To this Jew- 
ish King, versed in the history of his peo- 
ple, the apostle now turned for corrobora- 
tion of his recital of facts, ‘‘for I am 
persuaded that none of these things is hid- 
den from him; for this has not been done 
in a corner.’’ 


Agrippa was familiar with the messian‘e 
expectations of his people. Presumably he 
knew something of the life of Jesus and of 
Paul’s strange career. His frank testi- 
mony might have convinced the skeptical 
Roman, But his cynical reply to Paul’s 
personal appeal was, ‘‘ With but little per- 
suasion thou wouldst fain make me a Chris- 
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tian.’’ It was the merry jest of an utterly 
frivolous creature. Paul’s impassioned an- 
swer, with its mingled sincerity and sor- 
row, reveals his great heart aflame with one 
supreme desire. But Agrippa’s flippant 
words came from a heart that was base. 
It was like that of another Herod who 
mocked Jesus (Luke 23:5-12). 


Festus, the Roman skeptic, lived in an- 
other world from Jesus. Much may be 
said in extenuation of his spiritual blind- 
ness. But Agrippa had been born and bred 
in the religious atmosphere of Judaism. 
Nothing can be said in mitigation of his 
moral decay and spiritual death. Sin had 
blunted his conscience and blinded his vis- 
ion. He scoffed frivolously when God, 


HOW TO READ THE ‘‘MESSENGER’’ 


Why, that’s as easy as—. Do you re- 
member the answer given to the good 
house-wife when she inquired, ‘‘ How shall 
I cook a rabbit?’’ She was told, ‘‘ First 
eatch your rabbit—and then cook it.’’ 
That’s it exactly! First get your copy of 


the ‘‘Messenger’’—and then read _ it. 
Emphasis, please, on ‘‘your,’’? also on 
‘fread.’’ It may have been your copy for 


quite a season and perhaps you have not 
read it. Perhaps you really never learned 
how to read it. 

Will you allow me to look over your 
shoulder while we turn the pages of this 
Thanksgiving Number and see what it has 
to tell us? Thank you! First, let us read, 
really read these splendid articles that tell 
us about Thanksgiving and the Thanksgiv- 
ing spirit. Don’t hurry! As you read, do 
not the cockles of your heart warm anew 
and thrill you with a warming Thanksgiv-. 
ing spirit? 

Do you really care for the worth-while 
news of the past week? Well, then, turn 
to the ‘‘News of the Week’’ section and 
see how many worthy events you failed to 
discover as you waded through the tomes 
of printed matter served in your daily 
paper. Perhaps you have a vision of King- 
dom affairs that carries you beyond the 
confines of your own congregation. If so, 
read the ‘‘News in Brief’’ and discover 
what is planned or has happened over in 
yonder field where other pastors (shep- 
herds) are leading, and other sheep and 
lambs are feeding. 

You cannot overlook Prof. Herman’s 
splendid discussion of the Sunday School 
Lesson, whether you are a S. 8. scholar or 
belong to the S. A. H. (Stay At Home) 
class. Nor will the young folks in your 
home want to miss Dr. Schaeffer’s fine un- 
folding of the C. E. Society topic. 


In these busy hurly-burly days there 
seems to be little time left for family 
worship. Suppose you try for one week, 
or always, to make use of the ‘‘Family 
Altar Column.’’ Just three minutes a day 
for the reading (aloud) of the meditation 
and prayer found under each day’s calen- 
dar. Do this, and see how much of peace 
and quiet comes into your daily tasks. 


Yes, there’s Dr. Dickert’s weekly ser- 
mon for the children. Read it to them. 
There are other pages, also, for the home 
and young folks. Perhaps by this time you 
are ready for the discussions of the great 
social, moral and religious questions up- 
rising in Church and nation. Well then, 
give careful attention to these splendid 
editorials by Dr. Paul Seibert Leinbach. If 
you want to read what other Editors and 
Churechmen have to say about our Editor 
and his editorials, try to secure a Cen-_ 
tennial Anniversary number of the ‘‘Mes- 
senger,’’ issued December 1, 1927. 

There are many more good things to be 
found in every issue of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ 
but I have not time to speak about them 
now, ‘fAu revoir,’’?’ or ‘‘Auf Wieder- 
sehen.’’? All of which means—Until we 
see a copy of the ‘‘Messenger’’ every 
week in every Reformed Church home. 
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through Paul, summoned him to bear testi- 
mony to the truth. That is the most help- 
less condition men can reach, when they 
dismiss the claims of and the 
eall of God with a sneer. There is hope 
for a skeptie who calls religion madness. 
3ut who can help a eynie, that turns truth 
into a frivolous jest? 


conscience 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E, Schaeffer, D. D. 


December 2nd—What Is Our ‘‘Reasonable 
Service?’’ Romans 12:1, 2. 


) 


The twelfth chapter marks the water- 
shed, the great divide of the Epistle to 
the Romans. In the first eleven chapters 
the Apostle Paul deals with a great doe- 
trinal subject. But when he turns the cor- 
ner at the twelfth chapter he becomes in- 
tensely practical. This is the order which 
he usually follows as is evidenced in a 
number of his other epistles. The word 
““therefore’’? marks the transition from the 
doctrinal to the practical. Whenever in 
the Bible we meet with the word ‘‘there- 
fore’’ we rise on to a new level. It would 
be an interesting study to trace the ‘‘there- 
fores’’ in the Bible and especially in the 
Epistles of Paul. The word, like Janus, 
faces both ways. It looks backward and 
forward. To catch its meaning we must 
read what precedes and what follows it. 
Paul had a very logical mind. He knew 
how to build up an argument and how to 
clinch it by a practical application. The 
‘‘therefore’’ is the clinch in his argument, 

The first verse in this remarkable chap- 
ter and the section which it introduces, is 
one of those great verses of the Bible, 
every word of which deserves close study. 
Some of these words unfold their full 
meaning only when they are studied in the 
Greek, which was the language in which 
they were originally written. So much of 
the inner meaning of the Bible is missed by 
our depending solely upon the English 
translation. Many times- we do not have 


the English word which expresses the 
precise meaning of the Greek word. The 


Greek makes such fine distinctions, ob- 
serves such delicate shades of difference 
which do not always appear in the trans- 
lation. ‘‘Your reasonable service!’’ The 
Revised version has it, ‘‘Your spiritual 
service.’’ The original, however, is much 
richer and more suggestive. The word 
‘“yeasonable’’ in the Greek is the same as 
our word ‘‘logical.’’? And the word ‘‘ser- 
vice’? means worship, rather than work, 
services rather than service. Literally 
translated the words ‘‘reasonable service’? 
might mean a ‘‘logical liturgy.’’ In fact 
the whole verse harks back to the saeri- 
ficial system among the Jews which was a 
part of their worship. The Jews brought 
their sacrifices to Jehovah. The offered up 
animals without blemish. They poured 
out the blood of these dumb beasts in order 
to satisfy Jehovah and win His favor. 
The idea of sacrifice was deeply ingrained 
in the religious life of these people, The 
idea passed over into the New Testament, 
and it is interesting to trace the language 
of the sacrificial system through the writ- 
ings of St. Paul, and especially in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. When, therefore, 
the Apostle writes to the Roman Chris- 
tians, ‘‘I beseech you, therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice unto God, 
which is your reasonable service,’’ he was 
drawing a contrast between the sacrifices 
to which the Jews were formerly accustom- 
ed and the sacrifices which they were now 
to offer in the new order upon which they 
had entered. The old sacrifices consisted 
of animals, birds and beasts, lambs and 
rams. They involved death. The Old 
Testament sacrifices required slaughter, 
The blood of dead animals flowed like a 
river. The animals were something sepa- 
rate and apart from the one who brought 
the sacrifice. Only in a symbolical way 


oS 


At all bouksellers, or Lrom the pub/ishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 114 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


was there any connection between tne 
offerer and the thing that was offered. 

Paul now beseeches the brethren of the 
new Covenant to offer up a new kind of 
sacrifice. It was to be a ‘‘living’’ 
fice, as over against a dead one; a sacrifice 
that culminated in life, not in death. A 
better life, not a nobler death was to be 
the form of the sacrifice. 

The offering was to be not a thing apart 
from the worshippers, but a very vital part 
of the worshippers themselves—‘ your 
bodies.’? Not but bodies, they 
were to present in their worship. It is 


sacri- 


beasts, 


wonderful how high an estimate Paul 
placed upon the human body, In his day 
many did not share that view with him. 


They regarded the body as bad; it came 
from matter and matter was evil. A whole 
philosophy was built up on that theory. 
But Paul looked upon the body as holy. 
It was the temple of the Holy Ghost and 
was to be kept pure and holy. The idea 
was revolutionary, for it invaded the 
abominable practices, rites and ceremonies 
which involved the degradation of the 
body. The first chapter of Romans reveals 


the awful depths into which some had 
dragged their bodies. As the lamb to be 


offered in sacrifice in the Old Testament 
was to be without blemish, so the bodies 
that were to be consecrated to the new 
life were to be ‘‘holy, acceptable unto 
God.’’ Paul is pleading for purity of life, 
for cleanness, for a'high estimate of value 
of the body. How important this plea is! 
What a great lesson for the’ young to 
learn! We have our bodies and we should 
take the best care of them and make the 
best use of them; not weaken or mar them 
by self-indulgence or by degrading them 
on a level with the brute. Paul says, 
‘‘The body is for the Lord and the Lord 
for the body.’’ ‘‘The body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost.’’ No marble fane that 
was ever reared is so beautiful and so per- 
fect. Therefore it should not be defiled. 

Now Paul calls this presentation of the 
body to God a ‘‘reasonable service.’’ The 
Jew offered an irrational animal in his 
sacrifices, but over against this the Chris- 
tian’s sacrifice is to be ‘‘reasonable,’’ 
rational. 

The new life, then, for which the Apostle 
is pleading must begin with a new conse- 
eration of the body and of the mind to 
Christ. It must be lived out along very 
practical lines embracing all human rela- 
tionships. But it must always begin in a 
proper approach toward God, for only as 
we are right with God can we be right 
with man. 


““Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy Love. 

Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 


Let us tell you how you can quickly and 
easily learn to play your favorite instrument, 
right in your own home and in your spare time, 
Music will make you popular, welcomed every- 
where, and offermany big-money opportunities, 


Easy as A-B-C 

You need know nothing about music to begin. We 
give you personal, individual ‘instruction right from 
the start and guarantee your satisfaction. You will 
be surprised and delighted that music can be made 
80 easy and fascinating. 

‘ Courses in Piano, Violin, Voice,Trumpet, Mando- 
lin, Organ, B jo, Tenor Banjo, Spanish Guitar, 
Hawaiian Guitar. Surprisingly low cost; easy terms. 


Send for Our New Catalog Today 


., Jt will tell you all about this great School—now in 
its 25th successful year —and the wonderful National 
Academy Method that has meant success to over 
200,000 enthusiastic students. Send for it right now 

while you think of it. It is FRER. ’ 


NATIONAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC 
Dept. 177 702 East 41st Street, Chicago 


Are You Puzzling Over the Plan for 
Your Life? 


READ 


Under Whose Wings 
By ZENOBIA BIRD : 


Are the young 
people in your 
Sunday-school class 
earnestly seeking tc 
know God's plan 
for their lives? Is 
that bright young 
girl longing to go 
into the Master’s 
service—perhaps in 
the mission field— 
but unable to find 
how to make the 
start? Is that splen- 
did young man in 
your church some- 
what unsettled in 
his faith since he 
went to colleze, 
and is he uncertain 
as to the way back? 

You can help 
them by putting 
into their hands 
this charmin, story 
gripping to the last 

page. They will find here a beam of clear light 
on the path—and they will thank you for it. 


Beautifully bound in cloth, $1.75 


Send for a free copy of our complete Catalogue 
of Books, Booklets, Tracts, etc. 


BIOLA BOOK ROOM 


558 South Hope Street 
Los Angeles 


California 


Take my voice, and let me sing, 
Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee.’’ 


News of the Week 


Mrs. H, W. Elson 


Dr. Hugo Eckener, commander of the 
Graf Zeppelin, has announced that the 
dirigible would make repeated flights 
across the Atlantic as soon as the difficult 
problem of procuring necessary supplies 
of fuel gas was solved. 

Mount Etna Nov. 7 to 10 sent forth a 


molten stream of lava which destroyed the 
two Sicilian towns of Maseali and Annun- 
ziata. It is feared that unless the overflow 
of lava from the erater ceases immedi- 
ately other towns will be wiped out. En- 
gineers battled to divert the flaming 
streams as the peasants fled. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


oldest of the educational institu- 


his is the 
Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 


tions of the 


by the three (Inglish) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two vears, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For eatalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
jum and Complete Athletic Field. 

A eollege whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


BODINE NS Dsl MeN EIEI SE ID), IW Abi, 1D, 


President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Scholarships and Loan Funds are 
needed to help deserving students meet 
the increased cost of education. Two 
Thousand to Ten Thousand Dollars will 
endow a scholarship in perpetuity. The 
principal is safely invested and the inter- 
est only used to provide aid. Few forms 
of benefaction yield returns more 
promptly or certainly. 

Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials’, 
and other information. 


J. M. S. Isenberg, D. D., Vice-President 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
proad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 


ASB) Buon 


Mrs. Alpha May Smoot, wife of Senator 
Reed Smoot, of Utah, died Nov. 7 after an 
illness which had confined her to her bed 


for 2 years. She was 65 years old, 

In the recent election 3 more women 
have been elected to the House of Repre- 
sentatives—they are Mrs. Ruth Hanna Me- 
Cormick, widow of Senator McCormick, of 
Illinois, and daughter of the late Mark 
Hanna; Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen, daughter 
of the famous Commoner; and Mrs. Ruth 
Baker Pratt, member of the New York 
Board of Aldermen. 4 women are members 
of the present House, and all of them have 
been re-elected. All but one are widows 
of former Congressmen. Mrs. Norton, of 
New Jersey, is the exception. 

300,000 people witnessed the entry of 
Emperor Hirohito into the ancient capital 
of Kyoto, Japan. Nov. 7, where he was en- 
throned as the 124th imperial ruler Nov. 
10. After the ceremonies the Emperor and 
Empress left for the royal palace at Tokio. 

Secretary Kellogg has addressed letters 
to Governors of the States requesting their 
co-operation in the enforcement of the law 
passed by Congress at the last session 
making certain changes in the system 
whereby the States are required to certify 
to the Federal Government the results of 
the election for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

Dr, Frank Crane, noted writer, died sud- 
denly at Nice, France, Nov. 5, while on a 
trip around the world. His body was ere- 
mated and the ashes were brought to this 
country. He was 67 years old. After being 
a clergyman for 25 years he turned to 
journalism and his articles reached several 
millions of readers. 

There has been a rapid inerease in deaths 
from pellagra in Virginia according to a 
recent report. Deaths were 156 in 1927 
against 75 in 1924. 

The end of 1928 will see the lowest mor- 
tality figure ever recorded for tuberculosis 
among the wage-earners of the United 
States and Canada, according to the statis- 
tician of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company. 

President and Mrs. Coolidge opened the 
White House social season Noy. 8, giving 
the first of the 4 state dinners, 30 days 
earlier than ever has been known. The 
dinner was in honor of the Cabinet. 

17 persons are dead and scores are in- 
jured, some fatally, from a mysterious 
series of explosions and a fire Nov. 8 at 
the Preble Box Toe Company plant in 
Lynn, Mass. 

An anonymous gift of $3,000,000 to Har- 
vard to build and endow a group of dormi- 
tories, dining halls and common rooms, 
which will accommodate about 300 stu- 
dents within the college and be operated 
on a basis similar to the colleges of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge Universities, has been 
announced by President A. Lawrence 
Lowell, 

Mexico joined with the United States 
and Canada and with 30 other countries 
which observed 2 minutes of silence at 11 
o’clock Nov. 11 in commemoration of the 
10th anniversary of the signing of the 
Armistice. 

President-elect Hoover left Nov. 19 for 
South America on a good-will mission. In 
all the eountries he will visit he will be a 
national guest. He intends to return in 
January. He will make the journey down 
the Pacific Coast on the battleship Mary- 
land. South American press and officials 
predict the tour will better relations with 
the United States. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Democrat, was 
elected Governor of New York by a plur- 
ality of 23,239 over Attorney-General Ot- 
tinger, his Republican opponent. 

Alanson B. Houghton, of New York, 
who was defeated for the Senate by Sena- 
tor Copeland, Democrat, will resume his 
post as Ambassador to Great Britain. 
Although he had _ resigned President 
Coolidge had not accepted his resignation, 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


The Facts 
Enrollment in the College.......... 321 
In the Summer’ School. .>... .aeeeeee 302 
The Extension Department.......... 242 


Total Enrollment, twelve months.. 865 


The Reasons 


Good Equipment Strong Faculty 
First Class Program 
Accessible Location Reasonable Rates 


Write for Catalog and View Booklet 


and it is the desire of the President that 
Mr. Houghton serve out his term. 

In New Jersey Mr. Larson, Republican, 
received a plurality of 160,000 for Gover- 
nor of the State over his Democratic op- 
ponent, Mr, Dill. Senator Edwards was de- 
feated for the Senate by Mr. Kean, Repub- 
lican. 

Postmaster General New Noy. 10 gave 
orders for issuance of a new two-cent 
stamp and a _ five-cent commemorative 
stamp in connection with the International 
Civil Aeronautics Conference that will be 
held in Washington Dec. 12, 13 and 14. 

At this current writing it seems that 
Mr. Hoover’s vote will exceed by nearly 
6,000,000 that of the highest Republican 
vote hitherto cast for President, and that 
Governor Smith’s vote will exceed by 
possibly 7,000,000 the highest Democratic 
vote hitherto cast. President-elect Hoover 
is likely to have a total popular vote of 
about 22,000,000 and Mr, Smith’s will prob- 
ably exceed 16,000,000. Official returns are 
still lacking at this date, Nov. 13. 

In a proclamation issued Nov. 10, Presi- 
dent Coolidge urged co-operation by the 
country in bringing increased membership 
in the American Red Cross, which began 
its campaign Noy. 12 to obtain 5,000,000 — 
members. 

Dr. Harvey Nathaniel Davis was in- 
augurated third President of Stevens In- 
stitute of Technology, at Hoboken, on Nov. 
23. 

An address by President Coolidge, a 
memorial service at the tomb of Woodrow 
Wilson, homage to the World War dead at 
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Superintendents-Teachers-Workers 
Christmas Greeting Cards 


Every up-to-date Bible-school worker knows 


the value of sending a definite personal message 


to every member of his staff of helpers. At the busy Christmas season it is impossible to write 


out a message to each of these associates. Here 
Envelopes included. 


is a series of cards for just such workers. 


SUPERINTENDENT TEACHER TO SCHOLAR SUPERINTENDENT 
Above Primary OR TEACHER TO 
No. 526 8 


OR TEACHERS TO 


All Departments 
SCHOLARS 


Suitable for Juniors Greetings 
No. 522 8S 


as follows 


INTERMEDIATE 
SCHOLARS 


Size, 8 x 5% inches. 


Picture of Church 
sptre ‘and holly 
sprays. Greetings as 
follows: 

Season’s Greetings 

There are no finer 
human attributes 
than loyalty, friend- 
ship, service and co- 
operation. 


These are the ee “<i ints £XEMeLI t 
things which bind to- bs Ree FRIENDSHIP, AHO TO ¥ 
gether those who f ie vee THE UPWARO CLIMB. 3 


work for the common 
good of humanity in 
our church — school, 
and by these stan- 
dards, the youth who 
masters them, as you 
have started to do in 
our work together, is 
sure to meet with a 
good measure of suc- 
eess' in life. 

My Christmas wish to 
you is this: that God will 
continue to bless you in the 
good work so well begun. 

Price with envelopes, 30c¢ 
per dozen; $2.50 per 100, 
postpaid. 


Price with Envelopes, 30c 


SUPERINTENDENT TO 
TEACHERS 


No. 525 S 


Design of Christmas bells, 
red ribbon and holly. Same 
design as No. 526. Greetings 
as follows: 

Season’s Greetings 

The service you’ have 
given toward the success of 
our Chureh School is so 
graciously and freely given 
that a word of appreciation 
from your Superintendent is 
rightfully yours, so I send 
you this Christmas Greeting 
because you are my friend 
and co-worker in this great 
eause of Christian fellow- 
shin. 


per dozen; 


Price with envelopes, 30¢ No. 487 8 


per dozen; $2.50 per 100, 

postpaid. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOME 
DEPARTMENT, AND 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS 


e .ot / | 

CALENDARS FOR 1929 Avo \ ae Sundav\\ a 
3 School ; 

Calendar iq 


Printed in colors, with 
eyelet at the ton for hang- 
ing. On each month’s 
page are brief poetic selec- 
tions worth memorizing. 
Lesson Titles and Golden 
Texts, Bible readings, 
brief quotations and _ in- 
spirational sentences. 


Price, 10c each; $9 per 


100. Size of each calendar, 5% x 8% inches. 


No. 523 8 
Same emblematic 
design as No. 526, but 
greeting as follows: 


Season’s Greetings 


Loyalty to your 
ONS GREETINGS. Churebh School and to 


THAN THE ACHIEVEMEN 


your Classmates and 
Teacher is one of the 
finest attributes of 


youth. 

You have been 
faithful to your 
duties, diligent in 
your attendance, 


loyal to the cause of 
Christian fellowship, 
and because of this, 
Laer as well as my friend- 
$2.50 per 100. ship for you, I send 
this Christmas greet- 
ing with the wish 
that our work to- 
gether may continue 
to benefit each of us. 
Price with envelopes 
30¢ per dozen; $2.50 
per 100, postpaid. 


CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE 
TEXT POST-CARDS 
SERIES NO. 487 S 


Attractive series of Christ- 
mas postcards. The fami- 
liar Biblical scenes are 
printed in four’ beautiful 
colors, and an appropriate 
verse of Scripture is found 
on each card. Teachers will 
find these cards helpful in 
teaching the Christmas les- 
son. Five designs. Price, 


per doz., 20c; per 100, $1.25. 


THE UNION LESSON 
GUIDE AND GOLDEN 
TEXT BOOK ON THE 
UNIFORM LESSONS 
FOR 1929 


For each lesson it gives 
Title, Scripture Passage, 
rolden Text, Memory 
Verses, and Daily Home 
Readings, also Christian 
Endeavor Topics suitable 
for young people’s meet- 
ings. Price, 6c each; $5.00 
per 100, postpaid. 


WILDE’S GOLDEN TEXT BOOK FOR 1929 


This popular little book contains the Sunday School Lessons, Golden Texts. Bible Readings, Ten 


Commandments. Twenty-third Psalm. Beatitudes, 


Lord's 


Prayer, ete. Bound in an attractive cover. 


Price, 5c each; $5.00 per 100 copies. Postage, 3c a dozen additional. 


INVITATION TO CHURCH SERVICE 


An invitation to the Christmas 


Service of the Church or Sunday 
School. The invitation is on the 
address side and there is space 


provided for name of Church, 


A nk { Go) 
a =~ in hea and 
e 


on earth Peace good 
wll toward men 


No. 2460 8 


| date, and hour. Design of an at- 
| tractive Church interior with 
poinsettia. The card also bears 


| the Seripture verse, Luke 2:14. 


fey Price, $1.25 a hundred. 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF 


SCHAFF BUILDING, FIFTEENTH AND 


RACE 


THE REFORMED CHURCH 
STS., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


the tomb of the Unknown Soldier and spe- 
cial services at most of the Churches com- 
prised the observance in the national capi- 
tal Noy. 11 of the 10th anniversary of the 
World War Armistice. 

The governing body of Cambridge Uni- 
versity decided Nov. 9 to accept a gift of 
$3,500,000 from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion for the establishment of new science 
laboratories. The acceptance of the gift 
calls for the University to raise $1,450,000 
in addition. 

The leader of the National Peasant 
Party in Rumania, Julius Maniu, has been 
entrusted by the Regency Council with the 
formation of a Government to be made up 
exclusively of his own adherents. The coun- 
try is jubilant that Vintila Bratianu and 
his Cabinet were forced to resign. The 
new Premier plans to dissolve Parliament, 
hold elections and end ‘‘dietatorship.’’ 

Premier Poincare and his Government of 
National Union have been foreed to re- 
sign by the extreme section of the Radical- 
Socialist Party of France. But a few days 
later the Premier formed his 5th Cabinet i 
defying the radicals. He has abandoned 
the Ministry of Finance and delegated that 
portfolio to Senator Henri Cheron. He will 
hold no office except that of President of 
the Couneil, 

An increase to 283 in the number of 
individuals who reported ‘incomes of $1,- 
000,000 or more is revealed by recent sta- 
tistics of the Internal Revnue Bureau. This 
is an advance of 52 as ee eee with the 
previous year. There were only 10 in the 
$5,000,000 class compared with 7 in 1926. 

Poland celebrated her 10th anniversary 
as a Republic Noy. 11. President Moscicki 
gave a reception at his residence, which 
was attended by thousands of guests. 

The Radio Commission has granted per- 
mission for construction of a 50,000 watt 
broadcasting station for what is asserted 
to be the first University of the Air, to be 
located in Orange County, Cal., near Los 
Angeles. The plant will cost $2,000,000. 
Among the educators interested in the pro- 
ject is Dr, R. L. Wilbur, President of Stan- 
ford University. 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has donated 
$500,000 to the fund being raised in this 
country for the development of Jewish 
farm settlements in Russia. 

339 persons went in life-boats as the 
Liner Vestris, bound from New York to 
Barbados and South America, sank Nov. 
12, about 240 miles off the Virginia Capes. 
‘At least 205 are believed saved. Over 
110 persons are missing at this current 
writing. The Coast Guard vessels, sev- 
eral liners and U. S. Navy boats rescued 
the survivors. 


A LETTER FROM DR. MORE 
(Continued from page 2) 


Before November 11 the two sisters were 
buried, the one of them very close to 
the Church of her childhood, and the other, 
about two miles away. 


I know the time when the two worked to- 
gether, helping us in our hay harvest. With 
their interest they foll owed me, as a pupil 
into school, eollege and seminary, into my 
pastorate and into my orphanage, always 
with their encouragement, and with their 
help when necessary. And now they are 
gone. In the Church and in domestic em- 
ployment equally until fourscore years, and 
now together into rest under the care, the 
protection and the blessing of the Church. 


Woman's Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa, 


On the Reading Cirele Leaflet of the 
W. M.S. G. S. and also that of the W. M. 8S, 
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of Pittsburgh Synod, the book ‘‘Diana program were: Mrs. Sarah Brubaker, children she had become a mother when 
Drew’? is incorreetly priced. It should Misses Ruth Whiskeyman, Elsie Bickel, their mother died several years ago. 


00, 


be $2 

The W. M.S. of Trinity Church, College- 
ville, is conducting its Home Mission Study 
Class during the month of November. Mrs, 
Edward S. Fretz, the leader, is using the 


Home Mission Hand Book in conjunction 
with the text ‘What Next In Home Mis- 
sions.’?? At the first session a written 
quiz, to see how much or little was known 
about our own Church, added greatly to 
the interest and enthusiasm. Some of the 
questions were: How many Boards does our 
Reformed Chureh have? Who are their 
General Secretaries? What is a Church 
Building Fund? Who is president of Gen- 
eral Synod? To what Synod do we be- 
long?, ete. No doubt these members gained 
a great deal of information and will con- 


tinue to do so during the sessions. 


The children’s edition of ‘‘ Windows Into 
Alaska,’’ by Gertrude Chandler Warner, 
has just arrived from the publisher. The 
stories from the teachers’ edition are here 
offered separately in a charming little book 


that children will love to have for their 
very own. It is illustrated with many 
lovely sketches by Ray Bethers, Price, 


75 cents. 

The G. M. G. of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Reading, has a most unusual name. We 
noticed it on an order which came from 
the secretary and we guessed the name for 
which the initials stood and lo were right. 
See whether you ean figure it out correctly. 
Here’s the name—Ipiwigit. Yes, you’re 
right—I pray, I work, I give, I teach. 


Sunday evening, Nov. 4, the W. M. S. of 
First Church, Los Angeles, Cal., held their 
annual Thank Offering Service. After the 
devotional service, led by Miss Martha 
Hershberger, 8 young women very beauti- 
fully presented the inspiring Rainbow Pa- 
geant written by Mrs. Evemeyer. The 
setting was very impressive in its simplic- 
ity, an elevated white throne in back of 
which was a large lighted cross of white, 
Love was seated on the throne, the seven 


motives, Gratitude, Obedience, Honor, 
Loyalty, Ambition, Privilege, and Self- 
Denial, dressed in rainbow colors with 


streamers radiating from Love spread fan- 
shaped below her, presenting a spiritually 
symbolical message. The members of the 
W. M. S. responded to the roll call of the 
’ T. O. Secretary, Mrs, Wm. Ehrle, by plae- 
ing their boxes with the Motive most in- 
fluencing their giving. The consecration 
prayer was offered by Mrs. Evemeyer. 
Miss Alice Moore, outstanding personal- 
ity in mission circles of the Presbyterian 
Church, gave the address on ‘‘ Women and 
Missions.’? The Thank Offering received 
was the largest in the annals of this so- 
ciety, besides being the first in the beauti- 
ful new Church home. It amounted to 
$125. 


At most of the Institutes this fall the 
Classical Societies have followed the sug- 
gested program prepared by the Eduea- 
tional Commission of the W. M. 8S. G. S., 
the theme of which is ‘‘Breaking Down 
Barriers.’? 

Lebanon Classical Society held its meet- 
ing in Newmanstown, with Mrs. D. A. 
Frantz presiding. Morning devotions were 
led by the pastor, the Rev. A. R. Bachman, 
Afternoon devotions were in charge of 
the G, M. G., led by Miss Mary Witmer of 
Lebanon. To the address of welcome given 
by Miss Amy Snyder of the hostess so- 
ciety, Mrs. F. B. Witmer responded. Miss 
Lizzie Early, Palmyra, gave a splendid re- 
port of the Eastern Synodical Meeting at 
Laneaster, and Miss Sara Bowman gave 
the Guild report of the same conference. 
Others who participated in the excellent 


Laura Snyder, Mrs. David Lockart, Mrs. 
Zi. G. Leinbach, Mrs. H. A. Miller and 
Miss Pauline Shaak. At the morning ses- 
sion Miss Carrie Kerschner broadcast from 


Station W. M. 8. G. 8S. on literature for 
study and reference dur.ng the coming 
year. Mrs. Edwin Beck gave the address 
for the afternoon in a most interesting 


manner following the theme ‘‘ Living Down 
Barriers.’’? The Institute with a 
consecration service in charge of Mrs. W. 
C. Hess, of Avon, and the benediction by 
Rev. W. D. Happell. 

Baltimore-Washington Classical W. M. 
S. held its Institute in First Chureh, Wash- 
ington, the Rev. J. D. Buhrer, D. D., pas- 
tor. The Baltimore delegation was con- 
veyed to and from the meeting in the 
DeLuxe Parlor Car of the W. B. & A. R, R. 
After the morning devotions conducted by 
Miss Katharine Zeis, of Emanuel Church, 
3altimore, Mrs. J. H. Apple of Hood Col- 
lege and Mrs. A. 8. Weber gave very able 
addresses on various phases of the theme 
‘‘Breaking Down Barriers.’’ ‘Barrier 
Dismantling Co., W. M. 8., Inc.,’’? was the 
title of a comprehensive literature demon- 
stration given by Miss Greta P. Hinkle. 
During the luncheon hour, Mrs. Thomas E. 
Jarrell, president of the hostess society, 
presided over a fake W. M. S. meeting as 
given in the October 1928 Outlook of Mis- 
sions. The following congregations re- 
sponded to roll eall: First and Grace, 
Washington; Faith, Christ, United, Bethel, 
Emmanuel, St. Paul’s Fifth, Third, and 
Trinity, Baltimore—142 in all. A chal- 
lenging address on ‘‘Living Down Bar- 
riers’? was given by Mrs. EH, W. Lentz. 
Three short discussions on ‘‘Leaks in the 
Dyke’? were the opening of a general dis- 
cussion of problems of the local societies, 
Mrs. J. L. Barnhart leading. The Insti- 
tute was closed with the singing of the 
Peace Benediction by a trio and the bene- 
diction pronounced by the Rey. James Riley 
Bergey of Baltimore. 


closed 


OBITUARY 


MRS. ELIZABETH KOONS 


Mrs. Elizabeth Newman Koons of State 
Line, Pa., passed away on Oct. 26, at the 
age of 71 years, 6 months and 12 days. 
She had been a life long member of the 
Reformed Church, having been confirmed 
a member of Salem Church near Waynes- 
boro, Pa., in early life, later transferring 
her membership to Trinity, State Line, Pa. 

To mourn her departure she leaves a 
husband and 11 children, one sister, and 18 
grand-children. Among the children are 
Rev. Jno. A. Koons of the N. C. Classis, 
and Howard A., of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Lancaster. 

Mrs. Koons was a good woman, a faith- 
ful wife and mother, and a loyal friend 
and folléwer of Christ and the Chureh. 
The funeral service was conducted from 
the home by her pastor, Rev. G. E. Plott, 
assisted by Dr. Conrad Clever, of Hagers- 
town, Md. ‘‘Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee the Crown of Life.’’ 


—G. E. P. 


MRE. SARAH B. GOSSARD 


Mrs, Sarah B. Gossard, wife of Frank L. 
Gossard, a deacon of Grace Church, Green- 
castle, Pa., departed this life on the 29th 
day of October, after an illness of about 
one week, and at the age of 49 years. 


For many years she had been a faithful 
member of Grace Church, always showing 
an interest in its work. In addition to 
her husband, she leaves one son, one sis- 
ter, two brothers and four grand-children 
to mourn her passing. To these grand- 


The funeral service was conducted from 
the home by her pastor, Rev. G. E. Plott, 
on Nov. Ist. ‘There remaineth now a rest 
for the people of God.’? —G. E. P; 


ELLER THOMAS HAMILTON BAIRD 

On Thursday afternoon, Oct. 11th, Elder 
Thomas Hamilton, Baird, while working 
on the roof of his home, fell a distance 
of 20 feet, breaking both of his legs above 
the knees, resulting in his death just two 
weeks later. Mr. Baird was in the prime 
of life, having reached the age of 51 
years. 

He was a devoted member and a faith- 
ful worker in Trinity Church, Delmont, 
Pa. loyal to her interests and faithful 
in his attendance at all the services of 
the sanctuary, He was equally active and 
imterested in the Sunday School. He rep- 
sented the Charge at the meetings of 
Classis and Synod, and was deeply inter- 
ested in every thing that pertained to his 
beloved Church. His accident and death 
was a shock to his family and the whole 
community. He will be greatly missed in 
this congregation as well as in the com- 
munity. He is survived by his wife, three 
sons, and one daughter. — Wee 


MRS. ELEANORA BLESSING 


Mrs. Eleanora (Sakemiller) Blessing, 
w-dow of the late Jacob A. Blessing, quiet- 
ly passed into the Great Beyond, while sit- 
ting in her favorite rocking-chair, Sunday 
evening, Nov. 4. She had been in failing 
health for the past year. But a rapid 
decline set in the last week of her life, 
which culminated fatally. 
Mrs. Blessing was a descendant of one 
of the earliest settlers in the Kreutz Creek 
Valley. In her marriage she again became 
identified with one of the families which 
made history in these parts. At the early 
age of 13, she was confirmed by the Rev. 
Daniel Ziegler, D. D., of blessed memory, 
who served continuously as pastor of the — 
Kreutz Creek Charge for 43 years, from 
1830 to 1873. \ For 65 years she was a 
faithful and active member of Kreutz 
Creek Church, which since 1901 became 
Trinity Church of Hellam. 
She is survived by the following chil- 
dren, all of whom have been closely as- 
sociated with Trinity Church: W. Clar- 
ence, who for 26 years was Superintendent 
of Trinity Sunday School and for 28 years 
was Elder in Trinity Church; Annie M., | 
who is known throughout the Reformed 
Church for her interest in the W. M, S.,” 
having been elected ‘the President of i 
Zion’s Classical W. M. S. at its organiza- 
tion, February 24, 1898, and having filled 
that position for 20 consecutive years, 
also having served as the first Thank- 
Offering Secretary of the General Synod’s 
W. M. S. 1914-18; Mrs. Clarence D. Emig; — 
Mrs. Paul Artman, who has served as © ~ 
President of the Willing Worker’s Society & 
for the past four years; and Grover C., 
who is ithe present Superintendent of Trin- 
ity S. 8., since 1923. : ite 
(Mrs. Blessing was a woman of strong — 
Christian character; possessed of unusual — 
poise and calm outlook throughout her 
long life. Her house was a veritable 
“‘nreacher’s home.’’ The presence of two 
former pastors attested that fact, viz., 
Revs. Dr. William A. Korn and Edwin M. 
Sando. “® 
Services were held at her late residence 
in Hellam Wednesday afternoon, Novem- 
ber 7, at 2.00 p. m., by her pastor, whose | 
text was Phil. 1:21; he was assisted by 
the two former pastors named above. In- 
terment was made in the old Kreutz Creek 
Cemetery just west of town, amid th 
beautiful and historic scenes in which M 
Blessing had a decided part for over t 
quarters of a century. Deceased 
aged 78 years and 11 days. —W.E 


